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Appendix, No. 8.

My Lord, Dundas, 22 August 1833.
Youi letter of the 19th May last, bas remained too lng unanswered, and the period whnch

I have pmitted to elapse since its receipt nmay argue an indiference on my part to the
subject of vonr Lnrdship's communication.

But suchi assure you i, not the case ; aftPr so long and protracted an absence at Queber,
fromnmy parisb, I found a great deal to attend to on my return, which occupied the whole of
may time for many weeks.

Besides, I was very unwilling to reply to your'Lordship's letter until I had submittd it to
some of my brethren, who are now labouring amongst the Indians, whose opinions I was
anxious to obtain before I ventured to express my own upon go important a suhect. This
necessarily involved a considerable portion of tuie, but if so, I thought it desirabl to ecure
the counsel of those who were as deeply intcrested as myself in the welfare of the Indians of
our country. I am happy to infîrrn your Lordship that the outline of the plan which Bis
Excellency the Governor-general had in view, and which. he has done me the honour to
submit to my consideration, has met with the unanimous approval of thosre gentlemen,
whose views on the subject I solicited.

Indeed so admirably suited did we consider it, for the accomplshment of> the object
which his Excellency bas in contemplation, that it as wiLh a great decal fhesitancy I venture
to offer any suggestons of my own.

There is very little doubt, my Lord, that the present condition of the Indians is, generally
speaking, very deplorable, but at the same time one whicni may be greatly 'ameliorated;
andI am ofopinion that to accomplish any thing more than wbat has already been done
will require the united action of the Government and those who have their spiriual
we!fare at heart. To the former belongs more particularly the management of their tem-
poral matters, to the latter their spiritual concerns, and yet both most act in concert, for
their civilization and conversion must go hand in lhand.

The m*isionary who lias been labouring amongt this interesting people can do little more
than direct their minds to the consîderatitu of the thm s of armther world : th isa par-
ticularly bis province, for if lie ventures to meddle with their tenporAl cuncern* be s sure to
be censured, if not charged with having other obiects in vew than those wh.ch wuuld evuke

. for their pece.
The missionar can lead the lidian to a certain pomit m cvilsation, but only to a cer-

tain point, whenIthink tbe action of the Goven tshould be brought toh.aSuasitance,
iu some such manner as hat proposedb bis Excellecy, via. by making him i reauty an
owner of the soil; thus-severing .the leadig-strings by whuch he bas-& ua* e hd,
and upon which he lias sO mach reied, instead of upon his own exerium,."6 ime,
to be beneâted, must be a party, and an iterested party, in the grat work of his civim-
tion. But so long as b merely holds tahe land uhich he is called upon to amprove and
cultivate, simply as it were by saferance, and to be deprivetd of it wheneere a surrender
may be required, over which heIbbalitte or no coutrol, he cannot be expeted tu have the
bamen aterest i it as if it were hsohtely bis own, to bbbe ldby hunself asd ha childrea
. n.perpetuity, in the me manner and by the me temure as the soi s held by bus white
neihbours around him.
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