
ýPREFACE-
A

it is difficult to say; eut it. is, perhaps, less problematical whether

England would this day have had to.hoast of her valuable trans-

atlantie dominions, had nàt the victo of the British-hero, who

fell in the consummafion of the conq*uest of Canada,'preceded the

birth of the United States of America, as one of the independent
d. Certain it is, ho'

nations of the worl wever,'that the severe con-

sequences of the loss of the British plantations were gréatly miti-

gated by Wolfe's victory and.the accession of the French colonies

to the British empire, to, which, not only from their intrinsie worth,

but because of the political power and the commercial advantages

incidental to, -the possession of thern, they have since* become im-

portant appendages.

In the war waged. by the colonies against the mother country,,

the people of Canada, although so recently beco.me British subjects,
resisted with fidelity every attempt that was made to seduce them.

from their . new allegiance, and with bravery repulsed every en_

deavour to, subdue them. Such devotedness, was highly appre-

ciated; and England, at, the termination of the revolutionary war,
directed her attention towards giving increased consequence to,

her remaining. possessions, withthe design of drawing from. them

some of the supplies she. had been accustomed to receive from. the

countries recently'dismembered from the empire. It was some time,

however, before the effiorts of the mother country were attended

with any degree of success, and a. new order of things established,

by which the languor that marked thegrowth of the colonies. as

French plantations, gradually gave. place to, a system oP more vigour.


