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and squarely on the back of the great deer, and he was not

such a fool as not to avail himself of such an opportunity

for a ride. So speedily righting himself on this odd steed,

amid the laughter of Frank and the Indians, he was evi>

dently in for a good time.

It might have fared badly with him if the deer had been able

to have used his horns freely, or have moved with his usual

speed in the water ; but the additional weight on his back so

sank him down that he was powerless to do harm. All he

could do, after a few desperate efforts to get rid of his burden,

was to start for the shore, and so he speedily continued swim-

ming toward it as though this was his usual employment.

Sam hung on without mut^h trouble, but as they neared

the shore he began to wonder what might happen next.

But when his antlered steed reached the shallow waters his

strength gave way from the excessive loss of blood from

the severed veins in his neck, and soon he dropped dead.

The great carcass was dragged asiiore, while the bodies of

the others killed were towed in by the canoes. They killed

altogether ten animals, but the reindeer hunt in the water

that day, considering the loss of a fine canoe and all its con-

tents, was not voted an unqualified success.

All the Indians present at the camp, which they made near

the spot from which they had embarked in the morning,

went to work at the venison there landed, and in a few hours

they had it all cut into strips and broad flakes and I 'ng up
on stagings of poles speedily erected. A smokeless fire

under and the bright sun above it in a few days made the

meat so hard and dry that, by using the backs of their axes

for hammers and pounding this meat on the smooth wooden
logs, they thoroughly pulverized it. Then packing it in bags

made of the green hides of the deer, and saturating the whole

mass with the melted fat taken from around the kidneys of

the reindeer, they had prepared a most palatable kind of

pemmican. If well prepared in this way it was considered

fully equal to that made from the buftalo on the great plains.


