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:From The Montreal Witness
-erations are in full swing, 

fascinating place to visiC*
. The OI*e is unloaded from the ships 
by six large steam cranes, the iron 
hands of whose great arms tighten on 
five or six tons of material at a grasp, 
draw it from the depths of the hold 
and transfer it to conveyances which 
m turn

Breton is not only a very in­
little island and a nice place

it is a most Ammonia another by-product of the 
coke-making process, is collected and 
utilized for the manufacture of 
phate of ammonia, an exceedingly val­
uable fertilizer, which finds a ready 
market in the sugar growing districts 
of the West Indies.

The waste from the coal washer, at 
one time considered unfit for anything 
but filling or track ballast, is noW 
ed in specially designed furnaces for 
firing the mill boilers.

The gas generated In the blast fur- 
conducted through large 

mains connected with the furnace- 
tops, and is used to fire the boilers 
which supply the steam to the blowing 

not engines, and the electric power sta- 
of tion* as well as to heat the ‘stoves' in 

which the air for the blast is raised 
to the required temperature.

The surplus gas from the coke ovens 
is piped to the steel-making plant, 
where it is used for heating furnaces, 
drying ladles, etc.

All through the works 
v/aste material carefully looked after 

Night and day, without let up or.and made to serve some useful pur- 
these . great furnaces absorb Pose, 

their burden’ of ore. and limestone and The various parts of the works 
coke, which, kindled by the hot breath connected with a very complete sys-
of the blast from the blowing engines, tern of railway tracks which also con-
the- lungs of the system, glows and nect* with the Sydney & Louisburg
melts and finally, at a heat far beyond railway, and the Intercolonial. In all
that of the ‘fiery .furnace seven times there are about thirty miles of stan-
heated’ reaches the ‘hearth’ in a fluid dard gauge tracks, and, chiefly serv-
condition. There the mass rapidly ing the various mills and their yards,
separates into two portions. The iron about six miles of narrow-'gauge

Mexico Jjfavler sinks to the bottom and tracks. In the latter six fussy, self-
' The position of Sydney with refer- dross °Lslî* floats on toP- imP°rtant engines bustle back and for-
envo to the coal fields of Cape Breton TT*, r , drawn off through convent- ward, somewhat in contrast of their ten
would seem also to mark it as a point e Placed openings into great wheel- more effective but less demonstrative 
of strategic importance, and it is a eci11p<Vs or ladles, to be disposed of as brethren, all of which are heavy stan-
matter for surprise that the British wl“ be seen later. dard switchkjg engines,
naval authorities have not made use following our geometric description 'Within ealy access of the blast fur- 
of it, as the French do to come ex- the plant we pass to the southwes- naces already referred to is the Besse-
te"[- . . .. . « „ _ tern, angle, where we find, built upon mer plant. The converter is a vessel In the rod tnil! the steel is ‘spun’ out

dneJ by 5ail; a plot of land leased from the Steel shaped something like < bottle, with into ^reat lengths of.wire-like rods and
Snce take in the belu^vX extent of £°r"?any the works of the Sydney Ce- the neck slightly bent sideways, form- wound upon spools like so much red
ihe harbor which is best seen and un- * company where excellent' cement ed of boiler plate and lined Internally hot yarn. Everything about the mill
lirrstood by an approach frbm sea. ,s (Pa<le from blast furnace slag. with a compact kind of sandstone call- ls automatic from the time the white-
We have come from Quebec by water, , re near the central portion ed ganister. The converter is first hot billet, leaving the heating furnace,
round Cape North and past theTUgged ,, triangle we find the works of turned down on its side and has pour- enters the first of a series of rolls,
and picturesque north shore of Cape tne Dominion Tar & Chemical com- ed Into it a charge of about 15 tons of through which it passes at increasing 
Breton. Entering Sydney harbor on pany> established to utilize by product molten pig iron. It is then swung back speed and decreasing size, until taken 
the north side we pass Sydney mines, of the coke .ovens-—coal tag. Here the into a vertical position, and in doing «P in a continuous strand on one of 
the pioneer collipry at Càpè Breton, for crude tar is. distilled and'.from it is this the air. blast, is automatically the automatic collers, and passed on 
many years operated by the General produced creosote and. other oils, car- turned on. In a few minutes the sili- to be hung on a slowly travelling car- 

the°tvnf1-acid and thg familial pitch for- con is all blown out of the metal, with riage and cooled so that the coils may 
companv wh^ havl rectntlv buntnea^ roofing' punies. Per- a large part of the carbon. The vessel be handled and loaded Into the cars,
the site' of one of the nits coke ovens this ie as Eood a -place as any to is then turned on its side again, and But it is the rail mill that arouses .the
a blast furnace- and a steel-making mdal6e. in a Httle mortizing. the blast is shut of. In this process visitor’s greatest interest, for it is here
plant. The shores on our right are As there can be no economy where two of the ingredients of pig iron that thef blooms, still red hot, are pass- 
bold, and not very high, and are tbere *s no efficiency, so the efficiency which have to be removed in order to ed to be further lengthened and shap- 
vrovvned with some very attractive of tbe company is reflected in its econ- convert it into steel are got rid of In a ed. They, are drawn from the first jiet 
residences. About four or five miles omy- Nothing is allowed - to waste. At few minutes, by forcing air through of rolls only to be caught again in the 
from the mouth of the harbor is North. one time the slag was left in ‘dumps,’ the molten mass; the same work squeeze of the second, and the third, 
Sydney, a busy, bustling little place, or utilized for filling in and levelling would occupy many hours done in the the quivering rail finally coming out at 
where in a sheltered nook are the waste grounds.’ Now selected ,por- open health furnaces. The saving of the further end of the shed, where it 
nfthf 0re receivlnS P1®/*8 tions are converted into cement. this time, and the lessening of cost is caught by great iron claws and
Mprminns wharf ” Buripg the first years .that the coke which it effects, were the chief reasons brought to rest, Shaded and finely fin-
company’s steamers make connection ovens 'were in operation tar was large- for the erection of the Bessemer plant, ished as the familiar1 link which is to 
between the Newfoundland railway a Product-^only a moderate From the converter the partially take its place in th? chain of railway
and the Intercolonial. Stretching sev- Proportion of the total yield could be treated metal is carried to the open lines of the countryy
eral miles further up into the land is profitably disposed of, Now every hearth furnaces. These are ten in Here and ther'â ,, in. the company’s
the North-West Arm, a most beautiful gallon finds à market and in- its fur- number, and each has a capacity of yard one sees bui#Mï£gs which lb point
sheet of water, the very beau ideal of tber manufactured forms is used fifty tons. Here the metal is literally of size would^ be..}]^editable, as the
the yachtsman. Separated*from Ahlç {Jrou&UpM.t a^a and parts of the belled and after being treated With ihomes of independent .industries. They 

Edv\tard & is^^hlïtfer6^^ &t ' • a • * v | certain fluxes and 'reagènts^ bëcomes; are the machine shops and warehouses
M retch ing and more beautiful, former­
ly called Spanish river, now Sydney 
river. On its eastern shores, is the 
site of the most ambitious city in eas­
tern Canada. ^ •>

The old town was planted by the 
British government, and the original 
street plan surveyed by the Royal En­
gineers is still adhered to. The city of 
today has, however, far outgrown the 
limits set for the town, and has ex­
tended in all directions from the pen­
insula on which for many years old 
Sydney peacefully slumbered.

Approaching the harbor from the 
south, one sees the smoke of the col­
lieries in the Glace Bay district, and 
rounding Low Point, away across the 
wide entrance, the Sydney mines— 
which are seen close at hand when 
coming north about. Skirting. a low 
and rather uninteresting shore wo pâss 
the sites of Lingan and Victoria col­
lieries, once quite busy, but now aban­
doned. Inside a sheltering sandspit,
South Bar, we find a spacious haven 
where are the extensive shipping piers 
°t the Dominion Coal Co., 
with their mines by the Sydney &
Louisburg Railway. Above the piers 
for a couple of miles extends Mug- 
gah’s Creek, which separates from the 
Sydney pehinsbfcc the sitis of the.works 
of the Dominion Iron & Steel company, 
limited, which- have reawakened Syd­
ney and hayp given, it a. new and far- 
reaching interest.

The site of the works, which 
given to the company as a free grant 
by the town of Sydney, is somewhat 
triangular in shape, with Muggah’s 
Creek for its base and as lateral bor­
ders the Sydney & Louisburg Railway 
on the north and east, and the Sydney 
and Glace Bay tram line on the south 
and east. It covers an area of 
five hundred acres.

« ape
cresting _____
,. residence because its summers trom 

to October, as the guide books 
v.;i us, “will challenge comparison 

, ith those of any other country with- 
• the temperate regions ot the world, 

it is something infinitely more:
its eco-

steel. While still liquid and at white 
heat it is poured from the furnaces, 
boiling water is poured from a kettle, 
Into huge ladles. These in turn 
lifted high overhead, and from an 
aperture in the bottom the molten 
steel, is poured into moulds, which 
stand on cast iron stools, t which are 
placed in pairs on specially construct­
ed buggies. As -soon as a ladle has 
been emptied one of the busy ' little 
steam engines couples up and bustles 
off with its

where are repaired and stored the 
thousand and one things which are in­
dispensably necessary to keep the main 
units of the great steel worjes in ever 
constant operation.

On the land side the works

course, always 
the ' company’s employees as are un­
fortunate ^enough to be injured or to 
become seribusly ill.

Situated along the shore of the Syd­
ney river, from the water side portion 
of the city, in a somewhat southerly 
direction, is the King’s Road, on which 
are the pretty residences of some of 
the well-to-do citizens and the officials 
of the steel and coal companies. Here 
a^so in a park like setting is the im­
posing residence built by Mr. A. J. 
Moxbam, formerly vice-president and 
general manager of the Steel company, 
now used as his summer residence for 
a short time each year.

Following this road beyond the city 
limits we come to the dam, which 
forms the division line between the 
tidal river and the Steel company’s 
reservoir, which impounds the water 
collected by various streams falling 
from the south and west. The natural 
beauties of the surrounding scenery 
are almost beyond description, and 
here in the warm summer weather 
campers and picnic parties find a 
veritable paradise. Across the river, 
facing the city, is the district of West- 
mount, which promises one day to be­
come a delightful suburb. Already a 
well known Montrealer has succumbed 
to its attractions, and Petersfield, the 
charming residence of Mr. John S; Mc­
Lennan, is one which ere long will , be 
many times repeated.

The social life of Sydney is perhaps 
rather more interesting than is usual 
in cities of its size, and during the 

the interest is enhanc­
ed by the frequent visits of the North 
Atlantic squadron of the French fleet. 
Many visitors from the United States 
and some from across 
spend a portion of their summer holi­
days there, and add their quota to the 
life of the place. Two clubs minister 
to the comforts of their respective 
members and extend unstinted hospi­
tality to quite a number of guests. The 
older of the two, the Sydney club, has 
probably fewer members 
younger and more pretentious con­
frere, the Royal Cape Breton Yacht 
Club, which, as its name implies, is 
the headquarters of a large fleet, which 
includes speedy and comfortable motor 
launches, some quite ambitious sailing 
yachts, and a regular flotilla of rowing 
boats, skiffs and canoes. The club’s 
anchorage is frequently made use of 
by visiting yachts, and during the 
summer season one may see the pen­
nants of many of 
North American yacht clubs, including 
the Royal St. Lawrence, the New York, 
and other United States squadrons.

North Sydney, to which incidental 
reference has already been made, was 
in earlier years one of the chief bunk­
ering stations on the coast, at a time 
when Sydney was a quiet, shady vil­
lage, with a goodly number of well-to- 
do residents,, who rather looked down 
upon thef activities of North Sydney. 
Now, however, Sydney is the leading 
place, and through the work of the Do-

available for such of minion Iron and Steel company, it has 
long surpassed its neighbor.

So far an attempt has been made to 
sketch what is to be found at Sydney 
today, all of which is in great contrast 

k wb*cb must have been written 
about the place nine or ten years ago, 
before the present Sydney had ‘arriv­
ed.’ It may be interesting to add a 
few words about so great a change in 
so short a time.

as
.sul-

..i

are

are en­
closed by a high fence, with entrance 
gates at convenient points, through 
jvhich only the company’s workmen— 
three thousand in number—are allow­
ed to pass and re pass.

j-- real importance lies in
n,ic value to the country of which 

jt h a unit. The chief natural feature 
: ' he island is the Sydney coal fields. 

i,.M one of its most important and 
e wing industries is the making of 

Without coal and steel there 
could of course be no railways; neither 
could there be any Dominion of Can­
ada in its entirety; it would inevita- 
1,1c be a series of disconnected units.
S he importance of the little island of 
rape Breton, with Sydney, its capi­
tal, is therefore self-evident. Figu­
ratively it stands as one of the rocks 
on which Canada’s greatness is built, 
for does it not furnish the “binding 
power”
which the great
central Dominion could not be brought 
into touch with the Atlantic and Pa­
cific ports?

Sydney boasts one of the best har- 
1' rs in the world and, but for ice 
which, interferes with shipping for 
two or three months each year, it is 
the most Accessible harbor on the At­
lantic coast, as well as the nearest to 
all transatlantic ports. It is also con­
venient as a bunker port for steamers 

route from the St. Lawrence to 
South America or South Africa, and, 
vice versa, and for steamer»—.trading 
between Liverpool an3 "the Gulf of

..carry it to the storage bins. 
Close to the. . ore bin, and parallel

to the shore of the creek are four blqst 
furnaces and their accessory applian­
ces. Grim and dark for the most part 
these blasts of modern days are 
strangely unlike their kin of a former 
time, whose open tops vomited smoke 
and flame, and the feeding of which 
furnished - arduous employment, 
unmixed .with danger, to a horde 
barrow-men. The modern furnace, 
and those at Sydney are among the 
most modern, is furnished with au­
tomatic filling apparatus;, its closeiV- 
sealed top allows no

;us-
Persons who 

desire to look over the works, however, 
receive every courtesy from the of­
ficials xand at stated times in the 
morning and afternoon permits of ad­
mission are granted and a guide pro­
vided, who will point out the 
featurès of interest in the works.

An excellent relationship exists be­
tween the company and its employees, 
many of whom have as it were grown 
up with the enterprise. At the outset 
some difficulties were experienced in 
finding the skilled labor necessary to 
the profitable carrying on qf the busi­
ness. Men were engaged in the Unit­
ed States and elsewhere where the 
.manufacture of iron and steel was 
carrie4 on, but today the proportion of 
such workmen has appreciably de- 
cheased; many of them have returned 
to their native countries and their 
places are being well filled by Cana­
dians, who have become skilled and 
been promoted iii the company’s, ser­
vice. A mutual benefit association was 
established some years,ago, and every 
employee now belongs to it. There are 
sick and funeral funds, managed by 
thè men themselves, as, indeed, is ev­
erything connected with the society. 
Annual contributions are granted by 
the directors of the company.

On a select portion of the works site 
the company has erected on the line of 
tramway a number of plain, comfort­
able dwellings, which are rented to the 
employees 'at exceedingly moderate 
rates. These are kept in repair and 
furnished with water at the company’s 
expense; It is needless to say that the 
houses are always fully occupied, as it 
is impossible to secure anything, like 
the same accommodation from indi­
vidual landlords at anything like the 
same moderate rentals.

Ohe of the new parts of the city has 
become a very fashionable residential 
district. Here wide streets have been 
laid out, several spaces have been re­
served, trees have been left to grow in 
appropriate positions, and 
been planted. In this district of Park 
street and Whitney avenue, the com­
pany has erected a number of detached 
cottages of a character adapted to the. 
needs of its better class of employees, 
such as superior mechanics, and su­
perintendents of departments. In the 
same district, overlooking the valley of 
Washing;Brook, .and facing the south 
and west, is Brookland Hospital This 
hospital, although It is the property of 
the company, is open to the sick and 
injured,! ‘Whether they have any con­
nection or not i with the, company’s 
works, and it is largely made use of 
by citia^ups as a whole, and is, of

/.
While it had been known for many 

years that in the vicinity of Sydney 
there were large bodies of excellent 
coal, no serious thought seems to have 
been given to the advisability of utiliz­
ing it for metallurgical pA-poses. With 
the discovery of the Wabana 

in Conception Bay,
land» the problem of finding a con­
venient place for smelting its ores be­
came a ‘live one.’ In conformity with 
the well established axiom, ore must be 
brought to the coal, and obviously the 
coal to which Wabana ore must be 
brought was the coal of the Sydney 
coal fields. Tjie time was propitious. 
Capitalists had recently organized the 
Dominion Coal company and were em­
barking on enlarged operations to the 
south of Sydney harbor, which was to 
be their shipping base. Proposals were 
made to them by the people who con­
trolled the Wabana property, which 
eventually terminated in the purchase 
or the largest portion of their holdings.

The Dominion Iron & Steel company 
was immediately formed, largely by 
the capitalists who had organized the 
Dominion Coal company, 
of the connection between the 
companies may be briefly stated as 
follows :

The Coal company had large sup­
plies of coal for which at the time 
there was no adequate market. They 
naturally desired to conduct their op­
erations on as large a scale as possible 
in order to derive the utmost benefit 
from large production and Judicious 
economy. They were willing for the 
sake of the enlarged market which 
would be afforded to supply the Steel 
company with coal required for the op­
eration of their works at a low rate.

The assurance of an abundant- sup­
ply of coal at moderate

coagulating freight to the 
mills, pausing with it under a sort of 
iron hand that descends and lifts the 
moulds majestically from the glowing 
steel beneath. , These are taken 
straight to an inferno of brick-lined 
pits, in which they are plunged and 
left to ’soak.’ 
bringing of the mass of the ingot to a 
homogenous temperature. Thte ingots 
are next passed to the blooming mill, 
where they become the prey of some 
hidden force which drives them'swift­
ly onwards from beneath to the Jaws 
of the mill which crush and roll them 
into varying sizes arid lengths. They 
are rolled and rolled, again and, finally 
cut by shears into blooms or billets. 
These form the. raw material for the 
finishing mills to complete and make 
ready for the market.

The whole process is an interesting 
sight at all times, but a written de­
scription can give .little idea of the 
roar of the blast passing through the 
molten iron in the converter, the bril­
liancy of the flame, the rush of steam, 
of smoke, the intense heat, and the 
dust and the din, all of which are won­
derfully evident to the visitor. There 
is a grandiose mingling of fire' and 
shadow, and everywhere is activity and 
precision.

races is
'

many Iiron 
Newfound-Soaking means the

/of the locomotive, without 
wheat fields of the gras or flame 

to escape- and no man employed about 
it needs to endanger his life or suffer 
discomfort. one sees

stop,

I

The basis 
twosummer season

the Atlantic

I

than its

m

. . prices, the
possession of an unlimited quantity of 
eicellent ore within easy shipping dis­
tance, the encouragement of the Do- 
minion and Provincial.. governments in
the way of bounties, the offer of a free 
site and other concessions by the town 
of Sydney led to the establishment of 
the works which have eventually come 
to the growth which the writer has at­
tempted to sketch. It must not he 
supposed, however, that the original 
promoters foresaw the present devel­
opment in its entirety. The original 
project included only four hundred 
coke ovens, four blast furnaces, ten 
open hearth furnaces and a blooming 
mill. Even before these had been 
pleted it was found that the amount of 
capital subscribed was not sufficient.

The first issue was five million dol­
lars of bonds at ninety and fifteen 
million dollars of Common stock at fif­
teen. After the issue of an additional 
three million dollars of bonds it 
found that further capital must be 
provided. This took the form of an is­
sue of seven per cent, cumulative pre­
ferred stock, which was issued in 1901, 

basis which would enable them in the kt eighty-five. Dater five million dol- 
future, when necessary, to negotiate l^-rs of common stock was issued at 
and to discuss with Russia in a, way sixty.
which had been quite impossible up The initial operations of the plant 
to the present time. Referring to the were disappointing. The product had 
House of Lords, Mr. Runciman said to be put on the market in the unfin- 
that we had made great progress in ished state as pig iron or billets, and 
the extension of the franchise and in blooms, for which there was not a suf- 
the democratization of the House of ficlent market in Canada, and which 
Commons since Mr. Cannings day, but could Hot be exported profitably, 
the nominal power of the House of cept when abnormal conditions in 
lords remained the same. Every one . ■Rritain and the TTnit.H m, , admitted the absolute unfairness of the United States
present system. The House of Lords export to these countries pos-
was practically somnolent whilst a slp‘e- V. , „
Conservative Government was in pow- . 1 speedily became apparent that if 
er, but. once the Liberals came in, the works were to be continued in op- 
they were fanned into activity. The eration the material produced must be 
situation was outrageous and could not of such a character as to find a mar- 
con tinue. Through the necessarily im- ket within the limits of the Domln- 

rfeat machinery of elections must be ion. To do this it required additional 
heard the voice of the nation as a unit, mills.
If any man or body of men subverted meant a further outlay of capital, 
the true purpose of the Constitution, Here arose a difficulty which was not 
dr so abused its ancient forms that spontaneously overcome. There was a 
a small and privileged minority^ might strain on the relations with the Coal
pXle weer°eP jus°tified în^uring wUh- Company in which the Steel Company 

in the Constitution those means by f°m"
which the expression of their will pa“y.s prope,r‘y’ ‘he-, enifls, *rom 
should be carried out. which only added to the Steel Com-

i pany’s difliculties, which in 1903 ap-„ c>ab,°,r. 9 ™ , preached a crisis. However, men
Mr. Shackleton, M.P., addressed a were found who were not afraid to

meeting held under the auspices ot the come to the Steel Company’s assist-
Mr. Runciman, M.P., fin»nçial secre- local Labor Representative committee ance wlth COUnsel, with resolute ser-

tary to the Treasury spoke at Old- at Stockton-on-Tees. vlce, and with money. When the first
ham, under the auspices of the Cfid- He said that the workers needed to mortgage bonds of the company were 
ham and District Young Liberals So- be careful how much credit they gave 8elling about fifty, a„ issue of one
ciety, at a meeting presided ovec by to what was said about the party. At °
Mr. Ernest Lee. Kirkdale Mr. Hill would have been the “U". a 1in . txq.

He said the most" important event Labor member now had the election " it ln™ thns nrnvirt^i T»
Of the recess was the publication of been fought on political issues. He “f with the mdwey PJ1
the Angio-Russian Agreement which had never expected to see responsible billet and rod and rail mills and other was thf first formal Agreement on Politicians stoop so low as to fight a m-L-irv1 "wl®
Eastern questions between Russia and po t . °n the issues they constructed and thg industry was
the United Kingdom That Agreement had raised. When the Conservatives saved from collapse.

•was based on two broad DUnciotos^ found that they were losing all along What Sydney and the country gen- 
first that it woTdd ZL S , the line on social and political ques- erally owe to the men who came to 
ona^cl iltiJn tha T K tions they came out with the cry of the rescue of the Dominion Iron &
quarrel between the two nations by “Socialism” and “Atheism.” In Liver- steel Company at that critical iunc-
mutual concessions; and, second* that pool a strong feeling existed on reli- ture may not perhaps be realized in 
to neglect or refuse the opportunity gious subject^ and he was sorry to say thl generation
of removing such causes was to per- that the issue raised had a serious Mr j H Plummer nresident of the
petuate bad feeling between, the na- effect üpon the candidature of Mr. Hill, P^e
tions until it got beyond control, and though it was shown that he was pre- fu™panJl S
might ultimately lead to hostiltiies. sident of the Sunday school in which )e,ader of 11,13 band. Associated with 
Without the Agreement friction in he was brought up. It was deplorable him in struggle and in success Were 
Asia was sure to increase. Sooner or that any political party should descend many of, the men who still direct the 
later that friction might have led to 80 low as to attempt to win a victory company s affairs. Amongst the fam- 
serious consequences; and. if it did so, op SUPJ1 ls™ea The time ha<1 ihaunames are Mr William McMast-
it would certainly have involved thé when they should protest as public men er, of the Montreal Rolling Mills; Mr. United Kingdom* Tn increased* military thesubject ofre.iglon being Elias Rogers a well known authority
exoenditure In so far as it was brought at all into politics. As far as on coal mining; Mr. Frederick Nich- 
avoided Liberals had good cause to hi Fa?or was concerned, the past session oils, of the Canadian General Electric 
thankful. In Persia, there were tw<! admitted ’fhs’t had^fai0?6" Hs Company: the Hon" L- J- Forget, Da-
alternative policies to those which mmil^the'^^irslsessl.n hlf thLgf°°, vld McKeen and Robert Mackay and 
were being pursued by his Majesty’s dto not prevent theS from Erring thl George A- Cox, senators, and Sir Wil- 
government. The first was rather to consideration^ of othlrSitdectf hf thl 1,am Van Horpe- chairman of the 
exploit the present system by a for- fastTesston Thev did not iltlnd tw Board of the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
ward policy at the expense of Russia; meauestion of old-all Alstons lhm,fd way Company.
^lsiaheelmmrod'thS ’V'V1'11 tWhilst be allowed to drop. Until they could To say that the career of the com- 
Russia exploited the situation at our secure a fairer distribution of the pro- pany has been watched with the keen- 
expense. A forward policy on our part fits of industry, the labor party held e3t interest by many thousands of peo- 
might have ended m the annexation of that they were entitled to use the Bud- Ple of all classes in all parts of the 
Seistan and a practical protectorate get to tax the wealthy in order to help Dominion is only to quote a truism. 
lufilhhwr.m1d°1h<.vfo the others; and that was what they There is no industrial concern of re-
f!rc!h They*di^iked°botii aîterilatiyes' prop?sed d(?.in regard to old-age cent times that has caused so wide- 
Thl Agreement secured fOT u^ toe m®10,”®"- In th>8 country one half the spread an interest in Canada, or that 
rne Agreement securea tor us the annual income of the country went has been discussed dav after dav te mouth of the Persian Gulf, which for to five millions of neonle and toe ? , “ , day , er day to 30a sea-bearing Power and a great sea other half to 38 minions This ill grfat a length ln the columns of the 
Power was of supreme importance, and not a fair distribution and it was'll. daily press. The policy of Mr. Plum- 
it secured for us all that was strate- too much to ask the five railliohs to mer and their confreres has* been one 
gically vital to us. On the other hand, it pay a little extra to find toe 15 or 16 that has met with general approval, 
had secured Russia from any competi- millions which were wanted to provide and ^e confidence shown in them 
tion of ours in concessions, etc., in old-age pensions. He hoped to see old exhibited at the adjourned meeting 
Northern Persia. As to Afghanistan, people by January 1, 1909, receiving this week, when the directors had no 
we had now a^ formal recognition of their old-age pensions as the result of fewer than 174,000 proxies placed with 
our position, which was a great point next Session’s work. As a Labor party them, while those present not only 
gained and added considerably to the they were looking forward to another received the annual report with en- 
ThhiÀ°f= JtïîLArttat Indlan.. Bmplre. election. Ije told them- frankly that in thusiastic endorsation, but unanimous- 
They had settled these questions on a his opinion it would not be long off. ly re-elected the board of directors

others have
?

the best known

!
1

:
!

;com-

a

Some Recent Political Speeches In England was
, I

Ie: •
The Secretary of State for War ad- of what it had sought to do legislative- 

dressed a meeting of his constituents ly for the removal of nonconformist 
held at Tranent. Provost Archibald grievances. He pointed next to the 
presided, and there was a large attend- work accomplished by the board of 
ance, especially of the miners of the trade in ' the way of measures for a 
neighborhood. census of production: the improvement

Mr. Haldane, who was loudly cheer- of the patent law; the extension of the 
ed, said that he was addressing them Workmen’s Compensation Act; the* fa- 
after a pretty strenuous session; some cilitating of the settlement of trade 
people, said it had been too strenuous, disputes and the limiting of the miners’ 
and that the government had worked workday to eight hours from bank to 
the House of Çpmmons too hard. Well, bank. Indeed, the field over which the 
they had certainly doubled the output labors of parliament had ranged had 
of work, legislative and administra- been vast. They had passed the De- 
tive; but the Liberals had been put ceased Wife’s Sister’s Marriage Bill, 
into office with an injunction from the it being impossible to allow the voice 
nation which could not be disregard- of the bishops to predominate any 
ed. The nation had shown its unmis- longer in this question. They had put 
takable desire for the carrying of on the statute book the Qualification 
measures of social reform touching the for Women Bill, they had also reform- 
well-being of the people, and this re- ed the procedure of parliament. But 
quired conbentration of purpose and there were four big bills which they 
unflagging industry. He had no doubt had lost—the Plural Voting Bill, the 
the government had made plenty of English Education Bill, and the two 
mistakes, and had been guilty of a Scottish Land Bills. The House of 
good many shortcomings ; but they had Lords had shown a determination so 
done their best, apd they felt, in look- to deal with the Scottish Small Land­
ing back on their two years ot office, owners ill as to wreck the measure 
that they Jiad done something to de- without any desire being shown to 
serve the confidence. placed in them, consider it in detail. A House which 
(Cheers.) The government had two had a direct personal interest in the 
sorts of critics; one sort was in mortal subject was not a body which could 
dread of Socialism and thought the be trusted to settle the land question 
government were going too fast; but for the people of Scotland. He said 
if they were to go slow they would the same in regard to the Land Values 
only be laying a foundation for Social- Bill. They were refused that measiire 
ism, which was really a protest also by the House of Lords; and that 
against the feebleness of représenta- brought the country to an acute situ- 
tlve government as it had been known ation. When the Conservative party 

To those critics who was in office we had practically the 
thought the government were going single chamber. Liberalism in the Up- 
too slow in their efforts to give to the per House was so feeble that when the 
whole people equal opportunities in Liberal party was in office the will of 
Ufe, he replied that, if they were too the people could not prevail because of 
rough and hasty, they would only the opposition of a body which exer- 
create a growing opposition on the ciséd ruthlessly and without responsi- 
part of a large class of people and bility its power to veto. That was a 
drive them into the arms of the Con- thoroughly bad situation, and he de- 
sedative and tariff-reform party. He sired to associate himself wholly with 
had always stood, and would continue what the Prime Minister said last Sat- 
to stand, as a moderate politician, be- urd 
cause he was sure the cautious method wou
was the only one by which they could made a smaller and better body; but 
carry out their plans. (Cheers.) When that did not touch the great proposi- 
the government came into office they tion that in the end the will of the 
found the debt greatly enlarged and electors of this country must deter- 
expenditure going up by leaps and mine political controversy. (Cheers.)
Hipv11 wmim yha«lin There had been many serious attempts
they would have paid off 23 millions by the House of Lords to raise itself 
of national debt. They had cut down to an equality with the House of Corn- 
expenditure. He did not want to cut mons. The country had seen last

army too tight, but he had been sion one of the worst of these at- 
abie to reduce the cost of the army by tempts. The Liberal party had been 
two millions a year without, he be- thwarted and hampered in its 
lieveâ, making it one penny the less deavor to deal with soôial problems. It 
efficient. (Cheers.) That was only was impossible that they could sit 
one illustration of the method, of this down under the domination of the 
government in scrutiniz ng closely House of Lords; deal with the situa- 
every penny of expenditure while tion they must. (Cheers.) They 
spending freely for necessary purposes, prepared to deal with it in quite a 
He saw in this policy the promise and moderate fashion. They were quite 
potentiality of a beginning with pen- aware that the House of Commons 
sions for the aged and necessitous was not immaculate. They proposed 
(Cheers.) Continuing the policy f to shorten the period for «which the 

trusting the people, a constitution had Hotise of Commons was elected to five 
been given to the Transvaal (cheers), years, which would virtually be a four 
and the good results were clearly ap- years’ period, and they further pro- 
parent. Boer and Briton were now posed that If during that period, in 
joining each other in demonstrating which it might be presumed that the 
their loyalty, and South Africa had not House of Commons continued to be 
for many a long year presented Us representative of the nation, 
with such a hopeful pfospect.of peace, was sent up to the House of 
tranqitiimjr, and good will. (Cheers.) again and again, and the House of 
Sir Edward Grey had succeeded in Commons, the representative of public 
concluding an agreement with Russia opinion, insisted upon the passing of 
which settled many vast and disputed that bill, then and within the period 
questions and gave us the prospect of of that parliament the will of the rep- 
tranquility in the Far East . The edu- resentatives of the people must pre- 
cation office was setting itself to do vail and the bill pass into law. The 
administratively as much as It could government proposed to Introduce a

1 ttjThey had not been able, however, to 
get rid of the religious difficulty, and 
they would have to make another at­
tempt next year. (Cheers.) He was 
certain that Mr. McKenna would bring 
to the consideration of this question 
his wide knowledge of the subject, with 
the desire to concede where concession 
was possible, but at the same time 
being firmly convinced of this, that 
what we must have in this country, 
in order to carry out the will of the 
great majority of the people, was not 
à dual system of schools, as at present, 
but a single national system, with such 
exceptions, if there must be excep­
tions, and as few as possible, as the 
absolute necessities ot the case re­
quired ' (Cheers) As to the principle 
whether the country was to be ruled 
by a representative system or whether 
it was not, he asked his hearers to 
consider very carefully what the claims 
of the
against those of the House of. Lords, 
and to consider whether those claims, 
as expressed in the recent speech of 
the Prime Minister, were not moder­
ate and reasonable, and whether they 
ought not without doubt ultimately to 
prevail. (Cheers.)

The Anglo- Russian Agreement

measure tor that /purpose. The only 
effect would be to make a transfer­
ence of constitutional responsibility 
from one House to the other. He be­
lieved one effect of such a measure 
would be to make the House of Com­
mons rather more Conservative in 
some respects. The passing of, such 
an act would only mark another step 
forward in the progress of evolution 
under which, with a reformed consti­
tution, the balance of power had more 
and more tended to the place where 
the control of the Electors could reach 
it. (Cheers.)

During the heckling of the right hon. 
gentleman he was questioned on the 
subject of old age pensions. Mr. Hal­
dane replied that- the government 
were pledged to deal with this sub­
ject next session. That they would 
be able to cover the whole field he did 
not believe, it was so enormously dif-, 
flcult and complicated; but they were 
working hard at it, and hoped to pro­
duce some plan tot à beginning in the 
course of the next session. (Cheers.)

A vote of thanks to Mr. Haldane 
and of confidence , in :the government 
was passed unanimously.

Lord Crewè'ât Southport
Lord Crewe delivered an address at 

the opening of a bazaar at Southport, 
the object of which is to raise funds 
for helping to-clear the various Liberal 
clubs in the constituency of their 
financial difficulties and to place them 
in a condition, of social and political 
efficiency. Lord Crewe was accom­
panied by his daughter, Lady Cyn­
thia Crewe-Milnes, who subsequently 
declared the bazaar open. Lady Crewe 
was to have performed this function, 
but she was unavoidably- prevented 
from attending. It is sought to raise 
£ 4,000, and it was announced that 
£2,205 had been subscribed before the 
proceedings began, many subscriptions 
coming from outside their own politi­
cal party.

Lord Crewe, in the course of a gen­
eral review of the work of the past 
session, laid stress on the fact that 
the government had been enabled to 
preserve the principle of free trade, 
notwithstanding the pressure brought 
to bear upon them by the colonial 
conference. The agreement concluded 
with Russia would remove all causes 
of friction between the two countries, 
and would tend to maintain the peace 
of the world. (Cheers.) Self-govern­
ment had been given to the Trans­
vaal, and the government believed that 
the experiment would be justified by 
its ultimate success. Chinese labor 
was disappearing there, and looming 
ahead there Was the prospect of feder­
ating the whole of South Africa. At 
home the Government had passed a 
great " Act of Army reform; and he 
was glad to know that in the county 
of Lancashire people of all political 
views were ignited to bring to a real 
success the scheme for a county asso­
ciation. A Small Holdings and Allot­
ment Act for England and an Evicted 
Tenants’ Act for Ireland, which Mr. 
Redmond believed, even in its mutil­
ated form, would alleviate a grievance 
of 39 years’ standing, represented a 
portion of the government’s legislative 
work, but though the well-intentioned 
education measure of last year had 
failed to pass, this year the govern­
ment were able to pass certain valu­
able administrative; measures for the 
health and well bèihg of the children.
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At the apex of the triangle is 
Assembly Yard, where the coal for 
in the works is received, 
ent proximity to this yard is the coal 
washer, used, as its name implies, to 
remove, as far as possible, the impuri­
ties from the coal—principally sulphur, 
in the form of pyrites, and slaty stone. 
The process of coal washing is not 
like the familiar operation of the 
household laundry in whick the article 
receiving -treatment ls cleansed by 
rubbing against a corrugated board set 
in a tub of water. In the case of the 
' oal. the board is very slightly inclined 
trom the horizontal and is continuous- 
!v oscillated by powerful machinery, 
and covered with a plentiful supply of 
water. By constant agitation the im­
purities are separated. from 
which eventually finds its way into 
large draining tanks, where it is left 
' ntil it becomes comparatively dry. 
Tnence it is carried by conveyors to 
y t orage bins placed 
wens, which are set in two rows par- 

lit 1 to the washer building. They are 
lu- wn

■
the

In convent-

1
•/r

un- I% upon this subject. (Cheers.) He 
like to see the House of Lords ;

■
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ses-the coal

en-

above the coke • t!wereas the Otto-Hoffman type of 
t -product ovens, are five hundred in 

number and produce, when in full op- 
1 Wit ion, about twelve hundred tons of
1 to per day.

i'rom

j
1

lithe northwestern corner of 
’ho triangle-shaped area of the works 

eject two piers, the smaller one of 
ch is used for shipping that
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por-
of the product of the plant which 

- arried by sea; the larger, and to 
"isitor, the more interesting of the 
w is that at which is received the 
and limestone which comes in at 
rate of a hundred and fifty thous- 
tons per month during the ship- 
season, from the company’s mines 

This pier is fitted up 
: ac most modem type of machin- 

w-r unloading ships, and when
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rimony by Rev. A. K. 
and Mrs. Matheson will 
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ith in Australia.

nov. 1.—The Ogilvie Flour 
peived from their corres- 
ssrs. Burns, Phelps and 
nney, Australia, the fol- 
: “Rain insufficient;
Itered.”

I Clerk Emsley
v- 1.—Seaborn Emsley, a 
plerk, who was injured in 
[wreck here on Wednes- 
t*. and his condition is 
Iderable improvement.

Dr. Mclnnis III *
Nov. 1.—Hon. S. W. Me­
dal secretary, is serious- 
bendicitis, which attack- 
1 he was at his shooting 

Lake, Man.

encher Liberals.
Nov. 1. -After a cohven- 
pted into the small hours 
hg, J. Earnest Cyr, M.P.» 
imanim ius nomination of 
of Provencher constitu- 
next Dominion election, 

d Martin Jerome also re- 
t from delegates.

Bogus Confession
►v. 1.—A curious tale 
today at the monthly 

ïie Children’s Aid So- 
Secretary Kena reported 
a young and handsome 

Last Sunday the girl 
for vagrancy, and to 

>olice confessed 4o being 
çhter of a wealthy Life 

and an English actress 
t fame. She said she 
; for adventure, but the 
)ugh when it was found 
1 was but a very low 
Ion femininity. Depor-
d.
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