A REAL GHOST STORY.

‘Two Strange Visitants Who at Night |
Appeared to a Citizen of
Yictoria.

White Figures Who Flitted Into an
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ny friends of Mrs. Mabel John-
sozf : f!g:mgr resident_of this city, will
regret to-learn of her death in Seattle
the 15th inst.
> 'Freperick WorrasTox of Grand Forks
has been appointed a member of the
boaxd of licensing commissioners for
that place. t

Tur city police are looking for the
owners of 3 good silver watch with brass

THE OITY |,

e and mine the
 Equibox mineral claims on Toquart

o8 | harbor, in the Alberni district, and to do
a general mining business, i

SomE days ago there appeared in the

Vancouver World a despateh from Chi-
cago about some man named Jacob Erb,
who had

¢ arrested for shooting a
liceman. TH® culprit was first set
own as having hailed from Vancouver,
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Tramway Feeders for the C. P. R.—
K slo Mayoralty—Fire

fied Messrs. McCallum ‘and Falconer and
alse Mr.Jas. Kerr, J.P., who also had writ-
ten, to send him particulars before the 1st
of December. Judge Spinks was also noti-
fied of the charges, and . made acquainted
with the natureof the complaints. “Neither
Messrs. McCallum, Kerr nor ¥aulkner re-
sponded to the letter from the Judge’s sec-
retary, and His Lordsbip expressed surprise
that the commupication had been thus
ignored by them. But R. G. Sidley, J.P.,
answered a letter from the commissioner’s
clerk, setting forth - his grounds for com-
plaint at some length, and mentioning
several specific cases in which he alleged

ON THE WATER PROM.

Davidge & Co. About to Iianzurute
& New Northern Line of
Steamships.

The Inter-Island Trade Gives Prom-
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Bick Headache and relieve all the troubles inci-
dent to a bilious state of the system, such as
ness, Nausea, Drowsiness, Distress after

ise of Rapid Growth—Notes
of a Day.

wrongdoing.

Mr. Justice MeCall said that since Mr.
Sidley could not attend at Vernon he
would hold another session at Midway.

but this was denied and Victoria was
saddled with it. Now it so turns out
that this is entirely false,as the Erb
family of Victoria are too well known for

chain and a large silver locket with long
chain, which they have in their posses-
sion and which they believe to have

Undertaker’s and Asked

at Northﬂelgl.
to Be Buried.

Though in these days of prosaic com-
monplace, many of the old-time Chriat-
mas ways are falling into disuse, still
there is a lingering charm even “to the
minds of the *‘ grown ups,” not to men-
tion the little people, of a thrilling ghost
story. -Who of those who have come
from the colder parts of the world does
not remembey some night before the
lights were lit, and when the forks of
flame cast strange shadows on the wall,

the little circle gathered round the grate |(Walter Stead, of Douglas street, died

while the story-teller was relating some
blood-curdling tale in which ghosts bore
a leading part? One who has notknown
this pleasure has lost—well, it is only
those who have experienced it who can
remember the delicious thrill of creepi-
ness crawling up the back when a snap of
the burning log, or the sudden falling of
a coal on the fender, came just at the
climax of the tale. Such great writers
a8 Dickins and Thackeray -wel! under-
stood this feeling and ghost stories.
figure prominently in their Christmas
tales. But though one often hears of
ghosts, and though some fellow knew
another fellow who saw one, it is very
very infrequently the case that it is
granted to any favored individual to see
a real live ghost.

Just imagine what one would feel to
gee two ghostly figures flit into one’s
house and ask to be buried—two restless
souls who begged to be laid at rest. Yet
this is just what happened in this city of
Victoria in these days of the common-

lace. ;

4 On Thursday night, when the black
clouds shrouded the moon and the far
off electric light on Douglas street shone
80 a8 to hide the pitfallsin the sidewalk,
a closed carriage suddenly pulled up in
front of Hanna’s undertaking rooms.
The door of the vehicle was opened and
from the coach there glided to the side-
walk two white figures, shrouded from
head to foot # long flowing robes. At
such a time of night no mortal man
surely could have traversed six feet of
sidewalk without becomjng entangled in
a nail or stubbing a toe on a prejecting
plank, but these ghostly figures flitted
smoothly over the boards and entered
the undertaker’s shop.

Evidently these unquiet forms were
weary of this world, for they had no
sooner entered the store than they asked
to be buried. There hung around these
visitants a strange aroma, and by its
scent the young man in the establish-
ment knew that he was in the presence
of spirits (apparently rye). He declined
to bury the spirits; but one of them,
stretching himself at full length in a eof-
fin, bégged to be buried. At this june-
ture Mr. Hanna returned and naturally
as the spirituous visitants had nazlecteti
‘their burial certificates, he'as a good cit-
izen had to refuse their pleadings 4
might be dead, but without a certificate
the poor spitits must float around and
curse the red tape that forbade them to
be interred without dying in the regular
way.

Mr. Hanna not only refused to bury
the strangers, but turned them out. and
telephoned to the police. Ghost stories
wwere all very well to read about, but he
had no use for any epirits at his place as
he is a temperance man.

The police sallied forth to hunt the
‘ghosts and later on captured one with-
-out his shroud, refreshing himself at a
bar—and so it turned out that they
were not ghosts after all, but a couple of
young men who thought they were hav-
ing a good time, The one captured was
charged with being drunk,as he evi-

* dently was, and as he failed to show up
in the police court yesterday morning
his bail of $10 was forfeited. And so it
turns out & very commonplace ‘story
after all; not nearly as interesting as if
Mr. Hanna had taken the ghosts at their
word and buried them.

Tudor Tiedemann arrived in the city
from the Sound just in time to spend
Christmas with his many friends here.

The
 Dipper
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~ Dropper?

There are cough medicires that
are taken as freely as a drink of
water from a dipper. They are
cheap medicines. Quantity doesnot
make up for quality. It's the qual-
ity that cures. There’s one medi-
leine" that’s dropped, not dipped—
Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral.'” There’s
more power in drops of this remedy
than in dippersful of cheap cough
syrups and elixirs, It cures Bron-
chitis, Asthma, Croup, Whooping
Cough, and all Colds, Coughs, and
affections of the Throat and Lungs.

Auer’s
Cherry Peciora
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been stolen.

¢ Tar Klondyke Review ’’ is the name
of a new publication which it is ‘an-

ter relating to the new Capadian gold
fields and the advantages of Victoria as
an outfitting point, and, with the map
romised for future issues, should serve
& useful purpose.

AN old gentleman named James
Scott, who for many years had ‘a ranch
at Sooke but recently had been a con-
firmed invalid in the kind care of Mrs.

yesterday, and the remains were re-
moved to Mr. Charles Hayward’sunder-
taking parlors for interment in Ross
Bay cemetery.

' In this week’s Gazette John Cobel-
dick gives notice of applying at the com-
ing session of the legislature for a private
bill to incorporate g company for the
purpose of stimulating and assisting in-
vention with a view to improved meth-
ods of mining auriferous gravels in the
province, and for a coneession of exclu-
sive use and right to operate such in-
ventions in certain limited areas in the
province,

Vaxncouver lodge, No. 5, A.0.U.W.,
held their annual meeting for election of
officers last night. The list follows:
P.M.W., G. W, Caven; M.W., J. Towns-
ley; F., J. McIntosh; O., F. Gilchrist;
Rec.,J.: Oritchley; Fin., W. Jackson;
Receiver, R. Seabrcok; Surgeon, Dr.
Fraser; Grand Lodge delegates, Rev. C.
Bryant, W. Scoweroft, and J. Critchley.
The Grand Lodge meets in Nanaimo the
second Wednesday in March.

AN important mining sale took place
this week, when the Consolidated Omi-
neca Mining Company purchaged the in-
terests and property of the Caledonia
Miping Company on Germanson creek
for the sum of $35,000. The hydraulic
claims included in the purchase are some
800 acres of richground. The Caledonia
company have had an offer from London
capitalists of $135,000 for their own and
the Consolidated ground.

J. Grant was sentenced to two
months’ imprisonment in the police
court yesterday morning for having
stolen a coat, valued at $12, belonging
to Mr. W. D. McKillican. The coat,
when stolen, was hanging up in Mr. Mec-
Killican’s office on Langley street, and
was found in the possession of Mrs. Bad-
chuek, a second hand dealer, who ad-
mitted she had purchased the coat for
the ridiculously low ‘price of fifty cents,
and for this she was severely reprimand-
ed by the magistrate.

Mg. CarisTiaN MARkER, of the Do-
minion Dairy Commissioners’ staff, is in
town, the object of his visit being to
make & trip through the farming dis-
tricts to give instructions on improved
methods of dairying, Mr. Marker has
already made several vieits to this pro-
vince and it is very largely due to his
excellent work when the Duncan cream-
ery was first started that the product of
that now flourishingconcern ‘early took
a leading place on the market. Mr.
Marker is thoroughly posted in his busi-
ness and besides as he is already known
to the farmers and well liked wherever
he has been his choice by the govern-
ment is a good one. He goesup to Dun-
can this morning and expects tomorrow
to have his instructions as to the pro-
gramme he is to carry out. For nearly
a year past he has been giving instrue-
tions to the farmers 1n the Territories.

ONE of the features of the decoration
of stores and display of goods this year
is undgubtedly that of Mr. Lawrence
Geodacre at the Queen’s market. = Mr.
Goodacre has had a number of animals
stall fed epecially for Christmas, and the
result is that some of the finest meat
ever on sale here is now hanging inside
his shop. Amongst the beeves is one
four-year-old heifer which Mr. Goodacre
asserts ig the fattest animal he has ever
seen, the fat on the ribs being no less
than ten inches in thickness. Besides
this there are a numbar ' of very fine tur-
keys and geese, most of them being col-
onial, which are, as can easily be seen,
far ahead of the Eastern birds, Mr.
Goodacre, with his usual enterprise, has
opened negotiations with the large cat-
tle breeders up country in wglcipation
of the rush to this city in the spring.
Mr. Goodacre says the trade this Christ-
mas has been heavier than ever before,
the assistance at his store being hardly
adequate to deal with the custom, the
amount of beef sold in proportion to
geese and turkeys being very large.

CerTIFIcATES of registration of no
fewer than eight extra provincial com-
panies - desirous. of doing business in
British Columbia are published ‘in this
week’s Gazette. These are: The Che-
nango Mining Co. of Spokane, capital
$1,000,0C0, registered head office in Brit-
ieh Columbia at Waneta; the Great
Western Mining Company of Spokane,
capital $1,000,000, head office in British
Columbia at Rossland; Iron Mask Gold
Mining Co. of Spokane, capital $500,000,
head office in the province at Rossland;
Ontario Gold Mining Co. of Spokane,
capital $1,000,000, bead office in British
Columbia at Roesland; Republic Gold
Mining Co. of Spckane, eapital $750,000,
head office for British Columbia at
Boundary ; Virginia Gold Mining Co. of
Spokane, capital $500.000, head office for
British Columbia at Roeslund ; 8t. Mary
Mining Co. of Spokane, capital $500,000,
head affice in British dolumpia at Ross-
land ; West Le Roi and Josie Consoli-
dated of Spokane, capital $600,000, head
office for British Columbia at Rossland;
and Wonderful Group Mining Co. of
8pokane, capital $1,000,000, head office
for British Columbia at Sandon. Thege
registrations are made under the provi-
sions of the 1897 act requiring foreign
companies doing business in the prov-
ince to register a h office in British
Columbia.

If you once try Carter’s Little Liver Pills

for sick headache, billiousness or constipa-
tion you will never be them,

it to be eupposed that any one of them
could be connected with such a disgrace-
ful act, and furthermore there is no Erb

nounced is to appear weekly in this city. | from Victoria in Chicago.
1t is an interesting compilation of mat-

Lixe all good Victorians, Chief ‘Deasy
does a g turn for Victoria when he
gets a chance, and the result is that a
column of the Globe, one of the best of
the great London dailies, is devoted to
information from his pen sbout the Yu-
kon, and also the mineral resources of
British Columbia. Chief Deasy wrote to
Messrs. Merryweather and ons, the
famous fire engine makers, and they
haqded the letter over to the Globe,
which gladly published it. The article
gives some of the most interesting news
of the Yukon, and besides containing
advice to intending miners, points out
the enormous extent of mining country
in the Yukon and in British Uolumbia,
Mention is madeof the mineral resources
of Kootenay", Caribco, Cassiar, Omineca
and other districts, and draws attention
to the chences for mining on the Ccaat,
at” Alberni, Texada and other parts.
With such a prominent plaze in the
Globe the article will have been read by
many thounsands of people in the old
country aud.no doubt will prove a de-
cided benefit iu- attracting still further
notlce«ilto this province and to the Yukon
as well. .

e e—
THE ROLLING DEEP.

BY A. BANKER.

Those who ‘“‘occupy their business
upon the great waters,” and whose
home is on the rolling deep,. these see
the varied aspects of the ever-changing
world of waters in far gcreater diversity
than others; they see the great ocean in
all its constantly alternating mcods, now
reposing in a peaceful calm, the wave-
lets gently rippling under the soft in-
fiuence of the evening air, and reficcting
the golden glory of the setting sunin ten
thousand sparkling flashes ot glittering
rays; now 'in playfnl mood,. aver-
flowing, as it were with youth-
ful lue and vigour, every " danc-
ing wave revelling 1u-the exuber-
ance of blithesome glee, gladdening the
heart of the mariner whose gocd ship is
ploughing its rapid way through the
main; and now insolemn glcom, morose
and threatening, its angry waves soon t2
rige higher and nigher until lashed into
ungovernable fury, and foaming with
vioient rage and 1mpetuosity, 1t scetus
to vent its wrath upon all intruders upon
its domain-in an infuriated astempt to
engulf them in destruction.

Perhaps the most beautiful aspect of
the ocean is that presented on a mcder-
ately calm night in the early summer, at
a time when, in consequence of vast my-
riads of those minute animalculs, the
Miliary Voctiluca, having risen to the
surface, the ' sea is in a so-called
phosphoresceytstate, Standirg upon the

most marvellousand startling spectacle
is' now presented.” The crest of every
wave is aglow with liquid silver fire, the
foam thrown in the air appearing as
luminous rain, each advanciug billow as
it breaks against the vessel throw-
ing high in air a great shower
of gcintillating = light; the prow
appears to cleave in twaih a solid mass
of burnished -silver, which, however,
{mmediately breaks into ten thousand
sparkling gems, while the water thrown
from the paddle wheel is one great
coruscation of glittering fire, flash-
ing in ever varying -‘lastre, at one
moment dazzling the eye with its
bewildering brilliancy, at another sub-
siding into a lessresplendent luminosity,
again to break forth inrenewed radiancy
and splendor; the whole scene being a
spectacle of infinite beauty and impres-
sive wonder.

A very different aepect of the ocean is
that presented by the espectacle of ‘a
great storm. It was the lot of the
writer, a few years since, to experience
one of the most severe storms of recent
times in the Mediterranean Sea. He
was returning from the Holy Land, and
when the vessel was passing almost the
identical spot where 8t. Paul encoun-
tered the historic tempest, the storm
arose. To sleep was outof the question,
as the furious pitching and rolling of
the ship rendered it necessary to hold on
tightly with both hands, otherwise the
result would have been that he would
have been shot out of his berth
perhaps to the other end of the
cabin. ,As the ‘storm advanced in
fury the giant waves continued to
increase in violence, the vessel now
mounting high up the overtowering wall
of raging water, now descending -head-
long the foaming mass, and driving
prow foremost sheer into the deep; at
each terrific descent sghipping a vast
volume of the heaving surge, which, as
the- trembling ship again mounted the
steéep incline of the succeeding wave,
rushed along the decks, earrying de-
struction in its way and flooding the
cabins. The noise and uproar was now
terrible. The howling ‘tempest roared
and thundered with appalling violence,
the uproar being increased by the con-
stant.crashing of everything ‘méveable,
the boats one ‘after ‘another torn away
and shattered to splinters, and- the for-
~niture dashing about, added to the
awful tumult. And, sad to relate,
above all the turmoil rose the
terrified and agonized = shrieks of
some ladies in an adjoining eabin, who
it must be feared had not ** prepared to
meet their God,” for otherwise they
would not have régarded the immediate
and imminent prospect of meeting their
Judge with such abject terror and dis-
may. For had they lived the life of the
righteous they would have not feared to
die the desth of the righteous, for they
would have been certain as they could
be of anything that,as sérvants and chil-
dren of Christ, all their sins had been
absolutely atoned for by Him, and that
when their time came for the great
change to immortality, they would be
received by Him into untold and rap-
turous joys and ecm,tie, boundless plea-;

sures for all eternity.’”

Loxpoxn, Dee. 24.—The estate of fhe
late actor, Wiliam Terris, is_estimated
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at between £40,000 and £50,000.

oridge of a paddle-wheel steamer at

At a special meeting of the Rossland cit
council recently the Bank of Britis
North America made a proposition to loan
the city $14,0C0 to pay off its -floating in-
debtedness, if the city will sell it all the de-
bentures, amounting to $65,000. The bank
offered par value and asked that the bonds
bear 53¢ per cent per annum and run for
twenty-five years at least. The offer was
accepted by the council, although Mayor
Scott opposed it. He was in favor of selling
the debentures to the same loan and tiust
company that he hai previously sold the
$50,000 debentures to. After getting the
city solicitor’s opinion that the municipal-
ity conld not be held on the former debg,
he did not object further. The bank bad
already advanced $50,0C0 to the city, which
was to have been paid out'of the proceeds
of the sale of the $52,000 debentures, and
the $11,C2Q it now proposes to advance ison
the sewer and expense by-laws, amounting
t0 $15,CC0.  The $50,000 has already been
spent, and it will take the greater portion
of the $14.€C0 to pay off the Hoating indebt-
edness of the eity. Thiswill enable the
present civic adminpistration to go out of
office with all debts paid or provided for.
The Rossland Times says: The gloomy
weather of the past three or four weeks,
during which the fall of snow has been al-
most incessant, appears at last to have re-
ceived its conge. he brilliant sunshine of
the earlier part of the week was indeed a
relief from the long-continued gloom that
had been brocding over the city so long
that humanity began to be affected by it.
During this period a vast quantity of snow
fell, and it was found to measure a depth of
four feet in the lower portion of the town-
site, while out on the hills the depth®was
much greater. Asthe ‘ beautiful” packs
down pretty closely, it may be computed

‘chinook cleared the ground about three
weeks ago.. This is unprecedented for the
early part of Decem‘ber in this section.
Never since Rossland Yhas been Rossland
has there been so. much snow on the
ground before Christmas. In the winter of
’93-4 it i5 said that there were seven feet of
snow lying in the valley of Trail Creek, but
not 8o early in the season.

About 1. o'clock on Thursday morning
the Parisian store at Northfield, occupied
by Mr. D. Coyle; the residence of Mr. Rob-
ert Gourley, and a stable near by, were to-
tally destroyed by fire. The fire originated
in Mr. Gourley’s residence and was not ob-
served until it was a mass of flames and
bad set Mr. Coyle’s store on fire. Mr. and
Mrs. Gourley and Mr. Coyle were spendin
the eveninE at Mr. Norcross’s residence an
their first knowledge of the fire was when
the general alarm was given. The con-
tents of Mr. Gourley’s house were com-
g}etely destroyed. small gvantity of

r. Coyle’s stock was saved. The build-
ings were owned by Mr. R. Kilpatrick, of
Wellington, and were partially insured.

Fire started sponafter midnight of Thurs-
day’ on board the steamer Nakusp. while
lying at the dock at Arrowhead. She was
loaded with freight for southern points.
The fire appeared to come from the pantry,
and made such Readway that it was impos-
sible to checkit.: The steamer was burncd
to the water’s edge together with hercargo,
which consisted of hay and feed. Her
machine?’y is not'expected to be damaged
to much extant. = The cause of the fire is
unknown. The steamer was insured. The
fine new steamier Rossland will take her
run. .

At a ‘meeting .of the! Surrey Board of
Health recently, Dr. Sutherland, the medi-
cal health officer.. reported/ that the water
supply of some of the schools was of very
bad quality. ‘He informed the board that
the corporation‘had the power to furnish a
water supply, and levy a rate to pay forthe
same, e also reported that the Surrey
.Gentre school had been. closed for two
weeks on account of measles, and the Clay-
ton school forthree weeks, owing to numer-
ous cases of whooping cough. The board
decided to recommend that the .council
_petition the provincial government to ap-
pomt a resident coroner.

Solieitors. for the Canadian Pacific rail-
way give notice that application will be
made at the next session of the provincial
legislature for'an act to incorporate the
Mountain Tramway & Electric Company,
with power to construct ropeways and
tramways to the various mining camps
tributary to the various branch railways
which the C.P.R. controls. The company
also asks the privilege of generating and
supplying heat, light and electricity in the
districts in which it is to operate.

Chas. W. McAnn, Q.C., has accépted a
requisition to be a candidate for the posi-
tion of mayor of Kaslo. Under the new
municipal arrangement there will be six
aldermen for Kaslo next year instead of five
as at present.

THE SPINKS INVESTIGATION,

Proceedings at the Opening Session Held at
Vernon. i

At the court house, Vernon, Mr. Justice
McColl sat in commission to investigate
certain charges against His Honor W. W,
Spinks, Coanty court judge of Yale district.
The case has ' attracted consider-
able interest in this district, and
many - conjectures have been made
regarding the nature of the complaints, as
they had not been made public prior to the
sitting of the commissioner. Mr. Charles
Wilson appeared for Judge Spinks, and

r. H. Henderson, of New Westminster,
represented the Crown. Beveral letters
which had been sent to Sir Oliver Mowat,
Minister of Justice, in Juue last, were read,
as containing the complaints to be investi-
gated.

Peter T. McCallum, J.P,, wrote from

rand Forks, amongst other things, that:
“It is a well recognized fact that Judge
Spinks, during the period above men-
tioned, has rarely, if’ ever, appeared a‘
the different places appointed through-
gm. the district for the holding of

ounty courts, but is alwaysyfrom two
to three days late, allowing suitors and
witnesses, and persons in custody or on
trial, to wait his lplea.sure. thereby caus.
ing them . great loss of time and en-
tailing great unnecessary expense.’”’ ‘¢ If
is also charged that heviolates his oath
of office in. allowing influence to be
used upon him and acquitting guilty
men, two marked cases of this nature
have occurred in: this district within the
past twelve months. It isalso an admit-
ted fact that Judge Spinks is one of the
members of a clique in Grand Forks, who
are owners of the townsite, and members
of this clique have been known to boast
that no action could succeed against them
while Judge Spinks sat on the bench.”

James }% . Falconer of Victoria wrote asa
visitor to Grand Forks as follows: *‘ Thers
is & matter which as a Liberal and a friend
I deem it my duty to acquaint you of, viz.,
the conduct of W, W. Spinks, judge of Yale
district. I am at aloss to use words to con-
vey my impressions regarding his unseem-
ly conducs, but it is simply appalling.
If ever an investigation was necessary to
inquire into the conduct of any man it is
necessary in this‘case for the good name of
your department; and for the glaring at-
trocities and exireme favoritism shown by
this otticial .” ’

Mr. Justice'MoColl; upon being commis-
sioned to:investigate the complaints, noti-

that at least eight feet has fallen since the |

ets, pants an
heavy. B. Williams & Co.

Mr. Wilson then called some witnesses,
including C. F. Costerton, W. M. Cochrane
and F. billings.

There beiug no further evidence to pro-
duce, and Mr. Henderson having nothing
to say at this stage of the proceedings, his
Lordship adjourned the court to meet at
Midway on December 21, at 2 o’clock, stat-
ing that if necessary another session would
ge h:ld at Vernon at a date hereafter to be

xed.

THE PROVINCIAL MUSEUM.

High Praise for the Splendid Institution of
‘Which John Fannin is Cdrator.

To the active mind there is perhaps no
field of leamiug that offers such scope for
interesting and edueative knowledge, as
that of Natural bistory. The collection of
the different species o1 birds, animals, etc.,
that are to be found in any country, and a
scientific examination of the same, is of
course impossible, but the gathering to-
gether of these, for the entertainment
and instruction. of the people of a|
community or grov‘mee is quite practicable.
Throughout the Domihion of Canada
museums have been built by the different
governments of the provinees and’ the dis-
tricts, each: of which contains interesting
collections of the specimens peculiar to
that province.” Much time and money are.
required to-establish and maintain such in-
stivutions, and the provinee of British Col-
umbia is to be congratulated upon hav-
ing in  a comparatively few years,
built up under Mr. John Fannin’s super-
vision what is recognized by all visitors as
well as by scientific men to be not only one
of the best kept, but also one of the most
M. Ami,
A., D.Re,, F.G.8., of the Geological Sur-
vey of Canada, in bis report on the state of
the principal museumsin Canada and New-
foundiand, ranks thatof Biitish Columbia
among the best equipngd in the Dominion.
Since his report, which gives 11,000 speci-
mens arranged and classified for
reference, upwards of 7,000 have been
added. Good collections of rocks, minerals
and fossils of British Columbia and other

arts of Canada are here to be seen, and
gdr. Ami refers to the Newton H. Chitten-
den collections in ethnology as of special
value and interest.

He also gives the following types: Two
tyfe specimens of birds, (1) Meiospiza Lin-
colnii, Brewster: (2) Zaprora Salivus, Jor-
dBag , from near Nanaimo, Gulfof Georgia,

interesting in Canada. Henry

All visitors to Victoria should not fail to
see, among the various sights of the city,
the Museum, where they will be kindly re-
ceived and all information cheerfully given
by the ever obliging and proficient scien-
tist Mr. John Fannin, Curator.

FAST MOUNTAIN TRAVELING.

A Rossland Norwegian Ambitious to Do a
Mile a Minute.

Olaus Jeldness, whose sensational ski
slides down Red mountain attracted so
much attention last year, says the Rossland
Miner, is planning a series of the same feats
this season, when he expects to surpass
even the records he made last year. Mr.
Jeldness is only waiting now for the snow
flo get somewhat deeper before attempting

is first trip. To make first class skiing the
snow must- be deep enough to cover not
only the underbrush, but to fill up small
crevices in the hillside as well, or a bad fall
may result.

Last year Mr. Jeldness succeeded in run-
ning on his skies from the top of Red
mountain tothe Le Roi compressor in three
minutes, but he is confident that he can
clip a minute off of that record this year.
He may not do'it at the first attempt, he
says, but will make the run in two minutes
before the season closes. As the distance
is about a mile and a half, the speed which
will be necessary to make the run in two
minutes is something terrific, and at the
finish must far exceed a mile a minute.

Mr. Jeldness says that Red mountain is
really too steep for the best of skiing, since
one must use a stick as a drag and hence
delay the speed. In Norway, the home of

these queer snowshoes will make better
time in the course of a day than a horse.

Will be found an excellent remed¥ for
sick headache, Carter’s Little Liver Pills,
Thousands of letters from people who have
used them prove this fact. Try them.

e A
AN ADVANCE CONTINGENT.

Party of Sixteen Men From California Here
to Outfit For the Northern
Gold Fields. )

By the 8an Francisco steamer yester-
day there vieited Victoria sixteen men
from Southern California who are bound
for the Yukon gold fields. The party
consists of J. E., Perrins, C. Kettle, F. E.
Phenning, J. W. Burge, Fred Smith,
Harvey Mitchell, William Wiltefelt, S.
Wallace, G. J. Roller, Elmer D. Morrow,
8. A. Thompson, Robert Shaw, J. V. Dil-
ley, V. B. Dilley, E. E. Dilley and A.
Taber. All of these, with the exception
of the last four, who hail from Nor-
walk, California, come from Los An-
geles, These men are all staying at
the Dominion, and have come to
Vietoria to outfit and will soon leave for
the gold fields by way of the Stickeen
route. They have formed a eo-operative
company under the leadership of Mr. J.
E. Perrins, who was until recently pres-
ident of the New England Whip Com-

any. Each of the sixteen has contri-
guted a stated sum to the general fund,
and it is part of the agreement no mem-
ber ean be released from the contract en-
tered into unlees by a two-thirds vote of
the other members of the expedition,
otherwise the member leaving forfeits
all right to any share in the general out-
fit or fund.
Speaking last night of the intentions
of the party Mr. Perrins said that after
obtaining information from Dr. G, M,
Dawson, Mr, William Ogilvie and other
sources, and carefully considering the
questfon of outfitting they decided to
purchase their entire outfit in Victoria,
and to go in by the Stickeen route. They
also decided before leaving California to
get their outfit from the Klondyke Min-
ipg, Trading and Transport Corporation
of this city, and will not directly
through to Dawson, but will prospect
first in the Stickeen district on their
way. They have already a good deal of
information in their possession and as
the members of the party are of a good
solid class they will start north under
the most favorable auspices.

Righy watex(iprgof; é)ea'ack-
mox. Very

the skies, Mr. Jeldness added, @ man on

F.'C. Davidge & Co. are embarking in
a new line of business this year—that of
insurance, in which they have become
the agents of no fewer than three com-
panies thus far., This firm already
represents a steamboat concern that ex-
pects to do a big business in connection
with the northern rush. The first vessel
that will sail under the company’s flag
will be the City of Nanaimo, which is
scheduled to leave for northern ports on
the 20th of January. Thereafter boats
will eail from Victoria every alternate
Thursday.' What these vessels will be
in yet a little uncertain. The City of
Nanaimo is now plying on the Vietoria-
Comox run and her cabin service is the
very best that can be found.

ENFTRANCE ISLAND LIGHT.

The government steamer Quadra re-
turnéd from Entranée island yesterday
evening, whither she went on Friday
night to renew the glass in the light-
house at that point. The glass was
brol;en by the overheating of the lamps.

THE * CLAYOQUOT’S ”’ MEW RUN.

Steamer Claycquot completed her
maiden trip to the islands of the Gulf
yesterday, returning to port with a con-
siderable freight of apples and other
farm - prcduce, principally’ from Salt
Spring. She leaves on the seeond trip
of her new servics on Wednesday, and
will make virtually the same run, call-
ing at all points of importance in the
Gulf between here and Nanaimo, Al-
though the steamer’s schedule has not
yet been arrangcd for permanent busi-
ness, it is expected this will be the most
important part of her run.
THE HELENSLEA A WRECK.

_From a letter received at San Fran-
cisco, says the Port Towndend Leader, it
would seem that the shipwrecked vessel
sighted by the American ship J. B.
Walker on Inaccessible island is neither
the Oraigend, the Taymount nor the
Natuna, but the British steel bark Hel-
eénslea, and that she was wrecked there
.August 3 of this year. According to the
letter, which is "accepted by insurance
people as authority, all the crew got
ashore and remained on the island until
the J, B. Walker hove in sight. QCap-
tain Davis of the Helenslea boarded the
Walker and was offered a passage for
himself and crew to Javan. This he re-
fused, but asked Captain Wallace of the
Walker to report him in order that
somebody might be sent to to take them
off. This has since been done.

THE SALMON FLEET,

The British bark Lebu, 726 tons, Cap-
tain 8andison, has cleared from West-
minster with a cargo of eanned salmon,
direct for London, Eng. The Lebu,which
is only the second so far tgail direct
for London, is the ninth ship that has
left the Fraser river this year with sal-.
mon, and she was to be followed in a
day ‘or two_by the City of Adelaide,
probably the last of this year’s salmon
fleet. The Lebu’s cargo consisted of 31,-
362 casesof canned salmon, valued af,
approximately, $133,288,

THE ‘‘SENATOR’' RELEASED.

Bonds were farnished late ‘Wednesday
night in the case of the claim for salvage
presented by the owners of the tug Sadie
against the British ship Senator, and the
latter ship has been released from the cus-
tody of the marshal. This renioves the
obstacle in the way of the vessel proceed-
ing to the Mainland to receive lumber
cargo.

THE ‘‘ SEATTLE "’ RETURNS.

‘The steamer City of Seattle arrived from
Alaskan ‘forts at one yesterday afternoon
and sailed for the Sound a few hours latér.
She had sixteen cabin and about thirty
steéerage passengers—four being from Daw-
son City, two prospecters, who have been
spending some time 1n southeastern Alas-
ka, and the others including a arty of
seven from Skagway and places al%ng the
trails as far as Lake Lebarge. The steamer
left Skagway last Sunday afternoon and in
Dixons £ntrance, where the Rosalie was
passed, also on her way south, some bheavy
weather was met. She saw nothing of any
other vessel en route, but reports that the
Farallon was scheduled to leave Sitka on
Monday.;

e e —

Seems as if consumption always picks

out the brightest and best. Fully one-sixth
of all the deaths thatoccur in the world are
caused by consumption. Many things were
once considered impossible. It would be
strange if medieal science did not make
some progress. The telegraph and tele-
phone, the phonograph ,jthe eiectric light—
all were once impossible, and once it was
im‘posmble tocureconsumption. That was
before the time of Dr. Pierce’s Golden Med-
ical Discovery. Taken according to direct-
ions, this standard remedy will cure 98 per
cent, of all cases of consumption. Con-
sumption is caused and fostered by impur-
ity in the blood. It is cured by purity and
richness in the blood—surely, certainly
cured by the  ‘‘Medical Discovery.” It
builds up solid healthy fiesh and vigorous
strength.
Dr. Pierce’s Common Sence Medical Ad-
viser, a 1038 pa{;e medical work, profusely
illustratzd, will de sent free on receipt of
3l one-cent stamps to cover postage only.
Address World’s Dispensary Medical As-
sociation, Buffalo, N. g(

Tar Christmas services at all the
churches were very well attended, and
the' singing was ' particularly good, spe-
cial attention having been paid to the
seleetion of joyous carols and music
typical of the festival. The music was
repeated at the services yesterday, and
the sermons dealt especially with the
Christmas tide- which the Christian
world united in celebrating.

Waterproof mackinaws
with or without hood. B.
Williams & Co.

PROVINCIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE.

IS HONOUR the Lieutenant Governor has
been pleased to make the following &pe

polntment:— .

30th August, 1897,

William Russell Robertson, of McPherson,

V.1, Esquire, to be & Justice of the'Peace withe
in and for the County of Nanaimo,

-

““”gkfﬁf;‘ in the 8ide, &c. While their mosv

remar has been shown in curing

Headache, yet CARTER'S LiTrLE Liven Priis
are equally valuable in Constipation, curing
and preventing this annoying comtglaim, while
they also correct all disorders of the stomach,
stimiulate the liver and regulate the bowols.
Even if they only cured

HEA

Ache they would be almost priceiess to those
who suffer from this dfstreulnﬁ complaint,
but fortunately their goodness does not end
here, and those who once try them will find
these little pills valuable in 80 many ways that
they will not be willing to do without them.
But after all sick head

is the bane of 80 many lives that here is where
we make our great t. Our pilla cure 1
while others ao. not.

CARTER'S LiTTLE L1vER PILLS are very small
and very easy to take. One or two pills make
a dc;ﬂe. They are gtr"kg.;yt lre.get'.abtn;2 :mdrdo
not or , bu eir gen action

%ase glel wh%u‘rg them. In vials at 25 cents;

for $1. Sold everywhere, or sent by mail.
CABTER MEDICINE €0., New Yofk.

Small Bl “Smal Doee, Smoll Brica

NELSON LOTS AT AUCTION.

Mr. Davies Satisfactorily Disposes of the
Government Property There.

The auction sale of 279 government
lots was held at the court house on
Wednesday last and proved an unquali-
fied success. Mr. Joshua Davies, per-
haps the best known and most expert
auctioneer in Canada, was selected to
conduct the sale, and there seems to be
no two opinions that in every detail the
work was admirably done. There were
over 200 persons present, and sharp at 2
p.m. the auctioneer read the terms of
sale,and in a short address succinctly
proclaimed that the value of Nelson
realty was conceded, and that from
Kaslo to Rossland the palm was given
to Nelson as the city of homes, the head-
quarters of the government in the dis-
trict and the commercial centre of the
Kootenays. .

The sale commenced with block 6, and
the best bidder had the choice of any or
alllof the lots offered in the block. The
purchaser was Mayor Houston, for P.
Burns & Co. The sale occupied three
hours, and from start to finish was con-
ducted with vigor and with a rythmic
cadence of voice which always interests
Mr. Davies’ andience, and holds the
buyers without noticing the time as it
slips by. It is probable that not more
than ten persons left the room during
the sale, and these not without securing
the particular lots in which they were
interested. At times, especially during
the bidding on lot 24, block 58, which
was contested by a lady and one of the
sterner sex, the bids came like the.crack
-of a-whip, were picked up in a flash: hy
the: auctioneer, and the lady being-de-
clared the purchaser was cheered by the
audience. When blcck 72 was called,
Ald. Hillyer asked that it be put up at
80 much per lot, and made a bid of $250,
which the auctioneer accepted. A spirit-
ed contest then ensued, the competition
up to the $385 mark being confined to a
local syndicate and Mr. Gray. From
this point Mr. Peter McVeigh, the well-
known railway contractor, entared,
the contest, and brought the figure
up to $435, but Mr. Gray went better,
and at $440 per lot, or $5,280 for the
block, he was declared the purchaser.
This buy was a pooular onme, and Mr.
Gramas applauded for having secured
the best piece of property in the city for
warehouse and forwarding purposes. Mr.
Gray 18 at present occupying the ground
as a mill site and lumber yard.

Excepting the lands owned and for
sale by the C.P.R., the realty of the city
is now in the hands of individuals, and
the progress of Nelson should econse-
quently show & marked advsnce in the
building line, even in excess of this
year, although 1897 was conspicuous in
this particular. = .

At the conclusion of the sale Mr.
Davies thanked his audience, and many
of his friends came forward and con-
gratulated him upon his successful
handling of the business, and for the
clearness and fairness with which he had

laced the property before the buyers.

here isone feature which always strikes
the hearer, no matter how often he may
hear Mr. Davies selling, and tbat is his
intenee earnestness and the almost
mechanical rapidity of his utterances,
which can always be heard clearly and
distinctly, no matter now large tha room
or the audience.

The sale totalled $24,440, or an aver-
age of $87 per lot. Many of the lots are
fractional, some in river beds and on the
side of ravines, and all have been -offer-
ed for sale by auction before, so that the
average price obtained for a 25-foot
frontage lot in Nelson will compare
favorably with that of any other city in
the interior.—Nelson Economist.

CHEAPER CITY POSTAGE.

Mr. Mulock’ Encourages Toronto Merchants
to Hope for It.
ToronTo, Dec. 24,—A deputation oi
leading business men, local members of
parliament and aldermen waited on Post-
master-General Muloek this morning
and urged that the rate on drop letters
in the city be reduced from two cents to
one cent, as formerly. It was urged that
Toronto gives a large postal surplus and
is entitled to ask for this consideration.
Mr. Mulock replied and said that his
department had several extensive re-
forms in contemplation, but they re-
quired a little time. He hoped that the
reform asked would be accomplished
and favored the adoption of a two-cent
rate of postage in the United States,
owing to the reduction effected in the
department deficit of $580,000, which
had already more than half disappeared.

THE * Festival of Dedication ’’ was ob-
83rved last-night at the Synagogue, this
including the examination of the Sab-
bath school class upon the history bear~

ing on the festival and addresses of a

historical character on the dedication of

the temple,

. chants here.
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