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Young Men and Plebiscite. |
Some thousands of young men in |
of |

| ; : : .
% Day next, in connection with the plebis-
.| cite. By all means let them so cast

it and so use their influence with
others that it may be a source of satis
faction to them all through life. A
vote cast for the right is not lost, even
though a majority should go the other
way, which is not at all probablein this
case.

The young men of Canada have
great interests at stake in the removal
It f:f_ the liflunr traft All through life,

t{if it continues to be legalized as it now

is, they will find constant danger to
in | both life and property arising from it,
ias well as a constant source of in-
creased burdens of taxation and of
hindering the prosperity of the coun-
try. The middle-aged and old men of
to-day have among their most painful
and bitter remembrances the many
who were among their boon com-
panions and play-fellows in youth who
have become wrecks, or paupers, or
criminals, or early victims to disease,
or calamity of some kind, because of
the results of the licensed drink traffic.
If the dreadful business is allowed to
go on the young men of to-day will
surely have either such painful remem-
| brances or such disastrous experiences
ere mid-life has been reached.

Ontario has a grand class of young
men—as grand as any country in the
whole world—with good educational
facilities, good Christian influences, a
good system of government, and a
| native land capable of immense
| progress and wealth.  The drink
traftic, as it now exists, under even a
rigid license system, is their greatest
danger and their country’s most serious
menace. By all means let them do
all they can, now that the opportunity
has come, to give it the sweeping
verdict of a death penalty at the ballot

eS8

nt

at,

y men of Ontario will
surely enjoy more peaceful lives, more

bi- happy homes, and a more prosperou
and law-abiding country, if the drink |
trafhc is swept aw Let them

always have the satisfaction of knowing
that they did what they could to pro
test against its continuance.
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About Beer Drinking.

| Prof. Goldwin Smith, in his recent
| letter to the Globe, clings to an idea
{ now exploded, that beer using is both
| harmless and commendable, and no
| 1aws should be enacted to prohibit its
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sanity. The most dangerous class of
tramps and ruffians in our large cities
are beer-drinkers.”

Hon, Ne;l wa on Prohibition

The Father of the Maine Law Cor-
rects Goldwin Smith’s Errors.

_ I'know that in Ontario you are hav-
ing a great campaign for prohibition,
I pray God to give you abundant suc-
cess, not only for the good of Canada,
but because of the help we shall find
in it, 1 hear that Prof. Goldwin Smith
has said in the papers that prohibition
is a failure in Maine.

fIe is mistaken; on the contrary the
Maine law from the beginning in 1851
to this day, has been a great, a wonder-
ful success, though Maine is not yet
entirely delivered from the conse-
quences, as it will be some day not
very far in the future

Now, why do I feel myself justified
in saying that prohibition is a great
success in Maine ?

1. Maine, before the Maine law,
was the poorest State in the Union,
spending in strong drink the entire
valuation of all its property of every
kind in every period of twenty years,
as the nation is now doing in every
period of 35 years. There was no
State in the Union consuming more
drink than Maine, in proportion to its
population, while now there are no
people in the Anglo-Saxon world con-
suming so little.

2. Maine is now one of the most
prosperous States in the Union. Mr.
Blaine, in the Garfield campaign, in a
great meeting in the city hall, Portland,
said it was the most prosperous State
in the Union, Directly and indirectly,
it saves more than $24,000,000 annu-
ally, which, but for prohibition, would
be wasted in drink as in the old time.

3. There were many distilleries in
Maine, some of which were in Port-
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could be put away from England it
could not be recognized as the same
country. Precisely that has taken
place in Maine as the result of prohibi-
tion. In the old rum time all over the
State there were indications of poverty
and decay. Everywhere were dilapi-
dated, tumble-down . houses, barns,
fences, school houses, meeting houses |
and public buildings, old hats and rags
in the windows instead of glass, doors
off the hinges, the cattle hide bound,
shivering under the lee of dilapidated
barns—infallible proofs of idleness,
laziness, poverty and decay; now there
is none of that anywhere. Everything
indicates industry, enterprise, thrift and
prosperity, Maine can no longer be
recognized as the same.

The blessings and prosperity coming
to Maine from Prohibition are so great
that they cannot be numbered or esti-
mated by any modeof computation now
known to us. NeaL Dow.

Portland, Me., Nov. 1, 1893,

[Nore.—We are indebted to the
courtesy of Rev. Dr, Withrow, of To-
Toronto, for a proof of the above prac-
tical letter.  Probably no man living 18
more thoroughly acquainted with the
workings of the Maine law than the

venerable Neal Dow.]

Tho Ex Finance Minister On the Revenue
Question,

[Specially written for these columns by
Sir 8. L. Tilley.]

The loss of the revenue now col-

lected on intoxicating beverages would

but

not involve increased taxation,
merely a readjustment of taxes. The
saving of the $25,000,000 now ex

pended upon alcoholic drinks would
undoubtedly lead to an increased ex
penditure on food, clothing and other

necessaries of life, as well as luxuries,

S
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To-day is not forever.
spised and neglected truths of this
generation will become the honored
ones of the next.—[William Ellery

Channing.
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generation has grown up there
‘h wing seen a rum-shop, nor the effects
of one. A fraction of the traffic lingers
in our cities and larger towns, but only
a fraction. Portland is our largest city.
It is far within the fact to say that there
1S not one-hundredth part so much
liquor sold here as there was before
prohibition, though the city 18 twice
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a considerable portion of which would
be subject to duty, to which might be
added duties on articles now free and
not produced in the country. These
combined would largely, in my judg
ment, cover the amount now collected
on spirits, malt liquor and wines. In
1877 we had in St. John a most dis
wstrous fire, destroying property to the
extent of nearly $20,000,000 in value,
say $8,000,000
the
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as to the enactment, and more especl
ally, the enforcement of the law whet
enacted. What we should see to, 18
that when the law is enacted, publi
sentiment is such as will demand usl
enforcement. A vote of the electors
in each Province, in favor of prc hibi
tion, would hasten the day when these
desired results may be looked for.
With this end in view, I hope that
when the vote on this question 18
taken in Ontario the friends of pro
hibition may be found to be largely in

the majority. Yours,

S. L. TiLLEY,

Sir Andrew Clark on Moderation.

The Opinions of a Famous Physiclan.

Sir Andrew Clark, M.D., vhose
occurred a few days ago, had for som ¢
front rank

death |
|

years past occupied a
among England’s greatest physicians,
He was one of the most relied on of the
consulting physicians  of the royal
family, and accompanied Lord Lorne
and the Princess Louise when they first
came to Canada. He was for years
Gladstone’s personal friend, and the
physician on whom he depended, It
was to him that Sir John A, Mac-
donald went on more than one occa-
sion for professional advice and exami-
nation, and it was to him that Sir
John Abbott went for consultation and
treatment at the early stages of his last
sickness. He was also the consulting
physician of the great London Hospital,
and on several occasions was elected
president of the Royal College of
Physicians of Fngland.

Sir Andrew’s long experience seems
to have very fully convinced him of
the great dangers of using alcoholic
liquors, even in what is usually con
sidered harmless moderation. I'ew
scientific men have done more for
years pasl to warn people Anst even
moderate drinking than the late great
physician, Over and over agaln
he warned the public that not only
is the bloom of health injured by
even small doses, but a number of the
most serious diseases are thus brought
on, and men are dying because of
drink who were never intoxicated, and
who never supposed that the use of
drink had to do with their sickness

In regard to the effect of even small
doses he said: “Good health will, in
my opinion, always be injured by even
small doses of alcohol. Alcohol, even
in small doses, will take the bloom off
and injure the perfection and loveli-

ness of health, both mental and
moral.” A solemn warning surely for
those who think to “tone up the

system” in that very way !
Here is an opinion of his which men
who use liquors “to pull them through
hard work would do well to thiok care
fully over: “I have the evidence of my
own personal experience, and the ex
perience of the enormou numbers of
people who pass before me every year,
and I state that alcohol is not a helper
of work, but a certain hinderer of work
and every man who now comes to the
front of a profession In L.ondon
marked by this one characteristic, that
busy he ts the I in the
shol he takes, and his ex
, but I cannot take

the morc
ape of al
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it and do my work.””
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another of the well-known physicians
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time to time, to quote
5 in these

intend, from

The Plebiscite.

Lettar from Mrs. Youmans, the Veteran

[Written specially for these columns. |
Sir,—Though laid aside from active
work, I read with deepest interest the
discussion now agitating Ontario, The
s of the two political leaders

n'u;um'
to the questions as to their attitude on
the prohibition question in the recent
conventions savored very much of the
sentiments of the late Sir John A, Mac
donald, although not so strong or em-
phatic.  When the Scott Act was be-
fore the House of Commons for its
last reading, Sir John stated: “I prefer
a stringent license law, but it is evident
that the people will haye this bill, and
I will not oppose it.” This is the true
attitude of Canada at the present.
“What the people will have the people
will get.” Sir John on one occasion in
conversing with a friend remarked
significantly: “I am  watching the
progress of this movement, and, mind
you, if the temperance sentiment in
Canada continues to rise the next three
years as it has the last three, there is no
government under the sun would dare
to withhold a prohibitory law.”
The sovereign people is really more
applicable to Canada than to the
United States, and that is the highest
boast of the neighboring Republic.
I'he Government is blamed flr)r its
enactments, and yet the Government
is the selection of the Parliament, and
the Parliament is the choice of the
people, so that the people really hold
.he reins, and have the power to show
the Government which way they have to
go. The first day of January, 1894, will
be ared letter day for Ontario, Let
the electorate turn out in their might
and proclaim not merely what they
would like to have, but what they are
determined to have, Let the temper-
ance voters, Conservative and Re-
former, cist their ballots together, and
after the election is over “Stand like
the brave with their face to the foe.”
I.. YOUMANS,

In the London Presbytery.

It was moved by John Cameron,
seconded by Rev. W, A. Cook, and
resolved, “That whereas a plebiscite or
popular vote 15 arranged to be taken at

the municipal elections throughout
Ontario on the first of January, to
ascertain the extent to which the

people of the Province desire the total
suppression of the manufacture, im«
portation and sale of intoxicating
liquors, and whercas a prepondering
affirmative vote cannot fail to encourage
the general temperance movement,
while a preponderating negative vote
would have a contrary effect; theretora
resolved that this Presbytery wishes to
place on record its earnest desire and
expectation that all members and ad-
herents within the bounds will do what
in them lies to promote a decisive ma-
jority in favor of prohibition. And
that this motion be recommended to be
read in all churches in the Presbytery.”

The Organizations’ Work.

The Good Templars of Nova Scotia
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