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Evening Telegram

W. J. HERDER, - - - Proprietor
H. A. WINTER, B.A., - - Editor

FRIDAY, December 29th, 1916.

The Position of
the United States.

From recent Canadian

and American exchanges

now reaching us it is pos-

sible to unravel a little

the tangle of the diplo-
matic events that have just occurred,
which the cabled despatches that have
reached us only half narrafed and did
not-attempt to explain. The sequence
and nature of these events make an
astonishing story. It now ~ appears
that Mr. Wilson’s note, or the con-
ception of it, comes chronologically
first in order. He had it in his mind
before the Berlin and Vienna notes
were despatched; it was ready for
transmission .before Lloyd George'’s
spéech, in which he replied to them,
had reached America. This explana-
tion may serve to remove many of the
suspicions that naturally were arous-
ed by his note, but it only makes
the more extraordinary its publica-
tion at such a time. What else could
the Allies think than that, as the
Daily Chronicle puts it bitterly, “the
note is, in effect, however different be
its intention, an appendix to that late-
ly received from Berlin.”? It was
calculated to arouse, and.did arouse,
the most intense resentment in every
circle in Britain, a result foreseen by
the British Government when it
wisely  forbade its publication for
twenty-four hours in order to allow
the resentment to cool. The inoppor-
tune time chosen for its delivery was
enhanced in its effect by its unfor-
tunate phraseology, for what roused
the indignation of the British.public
to- the highest pitch was the insist~
ence, expressed or implied through-
out the whole note, that both sides
appeared to fight for the same ob-
jects. This has been an exasperating
feature of the President’s attitude
from the beginning. He has acted
consistently upon the strange notion
that the neutrality of action imposed
upon his country necessitated a neu-

trality of judgment as well. Not,

neutrality neither, but a sort of
nfhility of judgment. He has been
like the sanctimonious individual who
calls all fighting sinful and condemns
policepan and footpad alike when
they come to blows. ' This would be
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very well if his judgment were not
asked for, but his whole note is based
upon it.

Then comes his henchman Lansing
and tells an amazed world that the
real reason of the note was in the
increasingly critical and intolerable
condition of America herself and her
interests, that she was, as it were, on
the verge of war. As the Montreal
Star well puts it, imagine Holland or
Sweden making such a statement!
Both sides would immediately pre-
pare for the entry forthwith of those
countries into the war. He issued
another statement almost at once ex-
plainipg that this was not what he
meant. Everyone that knows Ameri-
ca is willing to believe it, but it is
open to anyone to explain exactly
what he did mean.

We are not surprised that both
President and Secretary are now
reported to have decided upon comni-
plete silence upon the whole subject.
They have said their say, been sat
upon and now retire in a huff. It is
the best thing, for their action was
ill conceived, ill framed and most ill
timed. The futility of it is apparent
in the fact that Berlin itself in its re-
ply, while professing to entertain
the greatest friendliness for America
as the result of the note, politely re-
fuses to answer the gist of its inquir-
ies in any way.

But can it be, after all, that Mr.
Lansing only spoke the truth? Is not
America being drawn reluctantly
into the vortex of the war? She can
only fear a quarrel with one side,
Germany, and on one issue, the sub-
marine question. Germany has been
rebuffed in her insincere overtures,
and she will be desperate. Without
the slightest shadow of doubt she will
re-commence her piracy with all the
frightfulness with which she can in-
vest it. To be convinced, we have
only to read the Admiralty's state-
ment to-day concerning the sinking of
the Westminster and the butchery of
her crew. This will almost certainly
be extended to include all ships, of
every nationality, approaching the
waters of the Allies. Germany already
despairs of winning, forebodes los-
ing, the war. There can be nothing
worse than the worst. Why not do
the utmost she can, even if it means
war with the United States? She
cannot lose much more by it and
fondly thinks she .can’' gain much.
All this, we may be sure, is known to
President Wilson, and perhaps with a
knowledge that few others possess,
If it is so, Mr. Lansing’s statement,
however great a diplomatic irregular-
ity, may prove to be a most illumina-
ting document.

The Trepassey train reached the
city at 11.46 a.m. to-day.
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friends in this city will be sorry to
hear of her passing and the Telegram
extends its sympathy to them.

McMurdo’s Store News

FRIDAY, Dec. 29, '16.
We have still a pretty wide selec-
tion of Perfumes and Chocolate, such
as are suitable for New Year Gifts, as
well as some other apposite articles.
If you need anything of the kind, you
would do well to give us a call, We
can help you to make your selection.
The Menthol Inhaler and Pencil
combined is one of the most conveni-
ent things of the kind we know. This
combination is put up in a neat metal
holder, and in cases of headache or
cold in the head can be used without
any preparation to draw menthol va-
por whieh is soothing and pain re-
lieving, into the head. Price 50c. ea.

From Cape Race.

Special to Evening Telegram.
CAPE RACE, To-day.
Wind N. W, fresh, weather clear;

gseveral schrs. and S. S. Portia passed
west yesterday - afternoon; nothini
sighted to-day. Bar. 28.72; t;her. 30.

Here and There,

WEATHER REPORT.—The weath-
er across country is strong N.E. wind
and snowing:

POLICE COURT.—Two devoted ad-
herents of Bacchus appeared for the
seventh time this year. They were
given their liberty on payment. of $1.

BOWRING’S SHIPS.
The Prospero sails north this after-
noon taking a full freight.
The Portia left St. Mary’s at 9 am.
to-day, going west.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT. — The Hon.
Treasurer of the Church of England
Orphange begs to acknowledge with
thanks the receipt of cheque for ($20)
Twenty dollars from the P. G. Lodge
of Newfoundland L. O. A., per Jordan
Milley, Esq., Secretary.

KYLE’S PASSENGERS.—The S.S.
Kyle reached Port aux Basques at 8.30
am. to-day with the following first
class passengers:—V. Blochard, P. F.
Janes, A. Gray, C. M. Ward, R. Rose,
S. A. Hiselar, E. Maddock, H. A.
Saunders, L. Duchaine, W. A, MacKay,
R. Courser, J. Cashin, W. H, Hynes,
P. 'Kempt, H. Bartlett, Mrs. Rossi-
tor, Mrs. Gillam, Mrs. M. W. Furlong
and 4 children.

SENSIBLE GIFT for your
Home would be a nice Rattan

1 Chair or Rocker. We have a

beautiful selection, bought be-

)| fore the advance and sellin,

the Genuine Old Prices. AL-
L%ng GLASS & CO-. LTD.
e

HOKOURABLY DISCHARGED., —
Gideon Ellsworth, who for one

g yesr and nine months has been = at-

tached to the orderly department of
'the Ne dland Regiment, has re-

jceived

at the end of 1914. The larger busi-
ness the Bank is now handling is re-
flected by the increase in notes of the
Bank in circulation to $18,178,228 up
from $14,224,866, and total current
loans and discounts of $124,864,658, an
increase of approximately $18,000,000.
The handling of a largely increased
amount of business has evidently had
its usual satisfactory effect on earn-
ings, as the profits for the year
amounted to $2,111,307.65 equivalent
to "17.879% on the average paid up
capital, against $1,905,676.57 or
16.48% in 1915. With the balance
carried forward from the previous
year, the total amount available for
distribution was $2,787,779, and this
was appropriated as follows:—Divi-
dends at the regular rate of 129 per
annumn, $1,417,207; transferred to Of-
ficers’ Pension Fund, $100,000; writ-
ten off Bank premises account, $250,-
000; war tax on Bank note circula-
tion, $118,226; Contribution to Patrio-
tic Fund, $50,000, leaving the balance
to be carried forward to profit and
loss of $852,346.28 as compared with
$676,472.16 at the end of the previous
year. .
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Ayrshire Bacon and Scotch
Beef Ham at ELLIS’. y

CALENDAR.—We thank the Bank
of Nova Scotia for a very useful wall
calendar.

Turkeys, Ducks, Geese and
Chicken at ELLIS’.

CALENDAR.—We thank Mr. W. J.
Edgar, Manager for Nfid., of the North
American Life Assurance Co., for a
useful wall calendar.

Turkeys, Ducks, Geese and
Chicken at ELLIS’.

HEAVY OUTGOING MAIL.—Close
on. 300 sacks and hampers of -mail
matter were despatched by yesterday’s
express, most of which was at the G.
P. O. on account of thé railway wash-

out. g,lu““

Only One “BROMO QUININE.”

To get the genuine call for full name
LAXATIVE BROMO QUININE. Look
for signature of E. W. GROVE. Cures
.a Cold in One Day. 2bc. declb,tf

WITH THE VOLUNTEERS.—Yes«
terday the volunteers were engaged at
indoor drill, and at night & squad
had rifie practice at the Highlanders’
Armoury, Owing to the high wind
a squad that visited the South Side
rlnze had to csncel their shoot.
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K nothar’s unending work und'
devotion drains and strains- her
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SKATES, SLEDS, SLEIGHS.

We have on sale this week some few lines
LADIES’ and GENT’S SKATES at Reduced Prices.
BOYS’ and GIRLS’ SLEDS, high and low runners, round and flat shoes,
ranging in price from 55¢. to $1.10.

BABY SLEIGHS.

Upholstered in Crimson and Pale Blue Plush. Other qualities in prices
from $3.75 and up.

AYRE & SONS, Limited.

The White Shirt Week.

"This week we are offermg exceptlonally fine value in

Stlﬁ Bosomed White Shirts,

75@., $1. 00 l 20 & 1.60 each.

- We can highly recommend their wearing and good
.ﬂl@l-gﬂﬂes, for they are BRITISH MADE SHIRTS.
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