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A PROMISING PERFORMANCE.

Mr. Borden is at present resuscitat
ing at Kennebunk Beach, in the State 
of Maine, but announces that he will 
address political meetings in several 
provinces during the early fall—in the 
hope doubtless of communicating his 
accumulated resuscitation to his fol
lowers.

No doubt Mr. Borden needs rest. 
He has a hard row to hoe—kicking 
against the pricks of the most mani
festly successful administration Can
ada has ever had is job enough for a 
much larger man; but carrying the 
responsibility for the Fosterian cult 
would tire a Hercules.

Mr. Borden’s speech-making will be 
timely. He has become sponsor for 
a new political faith and one which 
we fancy he will have some trouble 
persuading the rank and file to ac
cept. He does well to take wind bei. 
fore ne starts to elucidate the un
palatable doctrine.

Briefly, Mr. Borden has undertaken 
to defend and justify Mr. Foster and 
his associates for their speculative 
operations with the Union Trust com
pany’s funds, and no doubt under
takes his pilgrimage in the hope of 
swinging his alleged followers 
throughout the country into line. The 
round-up should provide both diver
sion for Mr. Borden and interest for 
the spectators.

First, it will be necesary for Mr. 
Borden to demonstrate that however 
sacred the trust impressed upon any 
funds this, can be removed by dump
ing them into the vaults of a trust 
company. However formidable this 
task may appear .Mr. Borden, may be 
comforted by knowihg Ithat if he 
succeeds it will be where his financial 
lieutenant has dismally failed.

Then it will be his duty to illustrate 
the splendid abandon with which 
these disinfected funds may bti 
launched in all kinds of speculative 
enterprises. For this he will find 
ample material in the report of the 
Insurance Commission, and in fair
ness should not withhold his thanks 
from those of his followers who cre
ated the precedents he will be able 
to cite.

It should be interesting, too, to hear 
Mr. Borden explain the superior ad
vantages of the "differential calculus” 
as perfected and applied to agree
ments for sale by Mr. Geo.W. Fowler, 
M.P.

But we fancy the honorable gentle
man will encounter his jjVeatest diffi
culty in extolling the lofty ethics of 
managerial rake-offs and the forcible 
recovery of bonus stocks. These are 
points on which Mr. Borden should 
bestow some attention for it is to be 
feared the humble voter entertains a 
notion that the transactions are not 
entirely above suspicion.

While Mr. Borden is engaged in 
polishing up the tarnished records of 
his assistants it may occur to his 
hearers that the same line of reason
ing could be made to apply quite as 
readily to the funds of Canada as to 
the funds of an insurance company. 
The spectacle of the Opposition lead
er building up an argument that 
would justify the diversion of public 
moneys into a speculative fund held 
by a so-called trust company for the 
use and benefit of his financial follow
ing should be by no means devoid of 
public interest.

representation” system. He was a
having been elected under the “dual 
member of the Mackenzie government 
from 1873 to 1878, and when Mr. Mac 
kenzie retired from the leadership of 
the party Mr. Blake succeeded him. 
This position he retained until 18C0 
when he retired from Canadian poli
tics and was succeded in the leader
ship by Sir Wilfrid Laurier.

In Canadian politics it was Mr 
Blake’s fortune to spend most of the 
time in opposition, but ne had the 
unique distinction of handing over 
his leadership in both Provincial and 
Federal Parliaments to probably the 
two greatest statesmen, in their re
spective spheres, that Canada has yet 
produced. Mr. Blake’s opponents 
have called him a failure as a party 
leader; they certainly cannot deny 
him either the wisdom to recognize 
leaders or the readiness to make way 
for them.

Of Mr. Blake and his influence in 
Canadian politics, Mr. J. 8. Willi- 
son, author of "Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
and the Liberal Party,” says in part:

'It was not Mr. Blake’s fortune to 
lead the Liberal party back to office; 
but no one who examines the record 
will deny that he profoundly influ
enced the deliberations of Parliament, 
and contributed greatly to the main
tenance of a sane opinion and a sound 
moral temper in the country. Mr. 
Blake has the mind and the genius 
of a grèat administrator. It may be 
'.hat he is not so well equipped for 
the part of a leader in Opposition. In 
truth it seems an ill caprice of for
tune which set this managing and 
governing mind to a long warfare in 
Opposition in Canada, and to a far 
less hopeful struggle for a weak and 
unpopular cause in the Imperial Par
liament. It is doubtful if this con
tinent has bred a more opulent mind 
than that of Edward Blake. He ranks 
with Webster and Hamilton and 
Beecher. His very first appearances 
in the courts gave the impression of 
great intellectual power and of phe
nomenal industry. His brief term of 
office in Ontario revealed political tal
ent and administrative capacity of 
the first order. Throughout the stormy 
days of the Pacific scandal his voice 
rang through the country, and his 
stern arraignment of Sir John Mac
donald in the great debate which 
closed with the Conservative lead
er’s resignation of office in November, 
1873, is one of the most overwhelming 
•Speeches ever delivered in the Can. 
.idiar Parliament. That and many 
of his later speeches would take high 
rank in any Parliament in the world.

• •••••*
’’Now and then one may hear the 

'hallow remark that Mr. Blake was 
a failure in Canada. The truth is that 
on almost every great question of 
piibl’i policy time has justified his 
pos.lion. On land policy and railway 
policy he saw beyond his time, and 
the future holds for him a still amp
ler vindication. In his gospel of gen- 
irous dealing with French and Cath

olic he was a patriot and a prophet. 
In his Spartan integrity he gave us a 
coble example of thî best type of 
British statesmanship."

A GREAT CANADIAN LIBERAL.
Hon. Edward' Blake is retiring 

from British politics on account of ad
vancing age and ill-health. To Can
adians Mr. Blake seems rather like 
an historic than a living character, 
for his political activities in Canada 
ended seventeen years ago. For the 
past fifteen years he has represented 
the constituency of South Longford 
in the Imperial Parliament.

Mr. Blake was born in the province 
of Ontario in 1833. He first entered 
polities in 1867, when he was return
ed for South Bruce. Four years later 
he led hjs party to victory in the prov
ince, but a year after retired, hand
ing over the leadership to the late Sir 
Oliver Mowat, who guided the for
tunes of Ontario for a generation.

When Mr. Blake retired from pro
vincial politics m 1872 he remained a 
member of the Federal Parliament,

IMPERIAA. INFRINGEMENT OF 
PROVINCIAL RIGHTS.

The elimination of the words “final 
ànd unalterable” from the measure 
which the Impérial Parliament was 
peked to pass in order to ratify the 
increased provtinoial subsidies, does 
not affect one jot or tittle the chances 
of any province on the Dominion ob
taining more money from the Federal 
treasury some time in the future. Bu.t 
•it does constitute an infringement V>f 
Canada’s rights by the Imperial Par
liament, and a direct affront to the 
Canadian provinces on a matter of 
primary concern to them.

No action of a Parliament can be 
“final and unalterable" for the reason 
that a Parliament is sovereign. What 
it now considers and declares perman
ent and unchangeable, lit may alter 
as circumstances may warrant or dic
tate in future. To deny a parliament 
this power would be to condemn all 
possibility of legislative progress and 
development, and a country whose 
governing body was not free to re
mould its legislation in accord with 
the progress of the body politic and 
social, could end only in stagnation 
or worse.

All that was intended and designed 
by the inclusion of these words was 
the declaration that it was desirable 
that a final and permanent arrange
ment regarding the subsidies to the 
provinces should be made, and the 
expression of opinion that the sche
dule of subsidies prepared and rati
fied by the conference of Provincial 
Premiers was satisfactory for such 
permanent basis. And this was all 

.’that the inclusion of the words could

by any possibility have accomplished.
Suppose that the words had been 

included, and then dn years to come 
it was found that the provinces were 
not sufficiently provided for, or that 
the funds were not equitably distri
buted, does any responsible man sup
pose that the legislation of 1907 would 
forever bind the hands of the Cana
dian Parliament from granting the 
needed relief? Or, would the fact that 
the Provincial Premiers in 1906 con
sidered these subsidies ample and 
equitable, prevent the Provincial Pre
miers of 1926 deciding that they were 
no longer so? Are laws once made 
forever laws? Have no statutes been 
amended in this country, or none 
abolished?

But it is desirable, and has been 
recognized os desirable for a quarter 
of a century by men of all parties, re
presenting both Provincial and Feder
al interests, that some permanent and 
lasting basis for subsidy payments 
should be established. The provin
cial subsidy question lias been a bone 
of contention for a generation be
tween Federal and Provincial govern- 
mets and legislators of all political 
faiths have recognized and expressed 
the desirability of rescuing it from 
this unsatisfactory position, and mak
ing it a matter of fixed and settled 
agreement, so far as this may be pos
sible. The omitted phrase was, and 
in the nature of things could only 
be, a declaration of the opinion of 
Parliament that the basis agreed ujxm 
by the Provincial Premiers offered a 
means to the desired end.

In omitting this phrase from the 
measure to be submitted to the Im
perial Parliament, the British Gov
ernment has coolly appropriated t.o 
itself the right to eliminate or sup
press this expression of the opinien 
di the Canadian Parliament as to 
the expenditure of Canadian money. 
This is an action which will not be 
received in Canada with any appre
ciable degree of enthusiasm ; it pro
vides a precedent which the Imperial 
Government would be excellently ad
vised in, not trying to follow; and it 
offers the Unionist party in Britain 
an excellent opportunity to attest 
their vaunted affection for the colon
ies by insisting on the insertion of 
the clause when the measure comes 
before the Imperial Parliament.

The action is likely to be all the 
mote aggravating that the opinion 
thus eliminated is the opinion not 
only of the Federal Parliament, but 
of the provincial governments as 
well, and that it originated not with 
Dominion representatives, but with 
representatives of the provinces. So 
long ago as 1887 the Provincial Pre
miers in conference resolved:

“ That this conference is of opinion 
'that the basis for the FINAL AND 
‘UNALTERABLE settlement of the 
'amounts to be yearly paid by the 
‘Dominion to the several provinces 
‘for local purposes, and the 
‘support of -their governments and 

"legislatures, may be found in the 
‘proposals ïollowing.”
The request for a final and perman

ent schedule of subsidies emanated 
therefore not from Federal but from 
provincial reprcrerv'atives, end the 
schedule itself was also prepared by 
provincial representatives. The re
fusal of the Imperial Parliament to 
sanction the granting of this request 
will find little favor among those who 
value the rights of the provinces to 
a say in the distribution of the pro
vincial subsidies.

NEW HOMESTEAD REGULATION.
The new homestead regulations 

have 'been published by the Depart
ment of the Interior. Chief among 
the new provisions is one whereby 
under certain conditions entry may 
be made for an intending homestead
er by his father, mother, brother, 
sister, son or daughter. This provi
sion is intended to meet the case of 
an intending homesteader who may 
be absent item home, but who during 
his absence may become eighteen 
years of age. It is held that such 
man should not be deprived of his 
right to ask for a homestead by rea
son of temporary absence from the 
district in which he desires to locate, 
provided he produces satisfactory evi
dence of his intentions.

To the young man who intends to 
become a homesteader, but who finds 
it necessary to seek employment tem
porarily in some oilier calling at a 
distance from home, this will be a 
welcome provision. Under former 
conditions he would in any event 
have to make application in person. 
He will thus be saved the expense 
and loss of time necessary to visit the 
locality in which he desired to locate 
And it might very well happen that 
by the time he became of age and eli
gible to make personal application.

the homesteads would be exhausted 
in the desired district. This would 
mean frequently that a son must locate 
at a distance from his parents and 
relatives, and his endeavor to culti
vate and improve hie farm made cor
respondingly difficult.

There must be hundreds of young 
men in the West to-day who will 
come within the benefits of this pro
vision. They are working on railways, 
in lumber camps and in cities, accu 
mulating capital perhaps to use in 
equipping and developing their own 
future homesteads, or perhaps to as 
sist their parents in stocking and cul
tivating their farms. Such men are 
worthy of encouragement, and they 
are pursuing a course in the best in
terests of the country. Their services 
are needed 'now in railway construc
tion and in the ether fields open to 
the laborer, and the money they se
cure for this labor will enable them 
to bring their land under cultivation 
the more quickly. To deny them the 
privilege of making impersonal ap 
plication while uhder the age limit 
would deter them from doing work 
which needs to be done, land handi 
cap their future operations on the 
homestead. On both counts the coun
try would be a loser.

REAL ESTATE JUDGMENT.
The Calgary News reports a judg

ment handed out by Judge Stuart 
which may be of interest to many 
people in Edmonton.

It decides a case in which a pay 
ment on property was not met when 
due. The man liable was tendered 
the time. On returning he tendered 
the money, but the man from whom 
he bought the property refused to 
accept it, saying that the agreement 
was cancelled in non-fulfillment and 
he proposed keeping the property. 
Justice Stuart finds that the man had 
a perfect right to keep the property, 
but if he does so he must return to 
the other the money previously 
paid on it.

After reviewing the Case, the judg
ment concludes:

"No doubt, if the defendant could 
have shown any damages resulting 
from the default of the plaintiff, he 
would have been entitled to have 
tthese deducted from the. amount still 
in his hands; 'but as j£t appeared in 
evidence that the -property is now 
worth two or three times as much 
as ït was .at thé Unie tif the default 
and as the détendants real reason 
for defending the action is beyond 
question because he Vrislies to make 
a better sale of the property, than 
that entered into with the plaintiff, 
it seems to me that' the defendant 
has clearly suffered no damage what
ever but will be in a better position 
than he would have been if the 
plaintiff had carried out his bargain. 
K the default of the plaintiff has 
been of such a nature as to show that 
he intended to repudiate the con
tract, it might have been a question 
whether he could then have claimed 
a return of the money paid; but it 
was quite evident that he always in
tended, if he could, to carry out the 
contract and would have done so 
if the defendant had not insisted 
upon the rescission provided for by 
the contract itself.

"The result is that- the plaintiff’s 
action will be dismissed with costs, 
but no order will be made vacating 
the caveat until the defendant has 
paid into Court the sum of $650 to 
the credit of this action which amount 
less the taxed costs of the defendant 
will be paid out to the plaintiff and 
the amount of the costs repaid to 
the defendant or, if the parties wish, 
the taxation may take place first 
and the defendant pay into Court 
the sum of $650 less the amount cer
tified tor costs. Upon this being 
done, there, will be an order vacating 
the caveat.”

THRICE CONDEMNED.
Raw and sore that his dealings 

with the Union Trust funds had been 
made public, Mr. Foster sought 
vengeance on the Royal Commission 
by whom the investigation had been 
conducted and in the House and out 
o( it has wailed that the Commission 
exceeded the purposes of its creation 
in tracing the 'funds of the Foresters 
out into, all the devious but converg
ing channels into yhich Mr, Foster 
and his friends directed them.

On the face of it the ’plaint is with
out corroborative evidence. The Com
mission investigated the Canada Life 
Assurance Company’s business quite 
as exhaustively as that of the Inde
pendent Order of Foresters. They 
bestowed censure on Senator Cox ns 
readi’y when occasion warranted as 
upon Mr. Foster. If Mr. Fester re
ceived a larger share than Senator 
Cox it was simply because he deserv
ed more.

As a matter of fact Mr, Foster 
should be deeply grateful to the Com
mission for letting him off so easily. 
While they probed into his devious 
ways with persistence that could not 
be blocked, and while they made 
clear to the most casual reader the 
indefensible conduct of which Mr. 
Foster had been guilty, they did so 
without bitterness of spirit and with
out severity of language. To score 
Mr. Foster was not the business of 
the Commission, they refrained ad
mirably from anything of the kind, 
and that under circumstances which 
must have offered very strong temp 
tation to give that gentleman a few 
badly needed instructions in tire ele 
mentary principles of commercial 
ethics. Mr. Foster’s arraignment is» 
in the array of facts acknowledged 
by himself, not in the language in 
which those facts are recorded.

That Mr. Foster should revile the 
Commission was about what might 
have been expected. Judicial bodies 
have been denounced before by those 
whose conduct they investigated. A 
police magistrate is not overwhelm
ingly popular with all elements of 
the community. If he were so the 
time would be ripe for a new appoint 
ment. A judge is not without ene
mies. Jurymen are decidedly un 
popular with the loosing litigat. 
This is as it should be. The maledic
tion of the wrong-doer is the highest 
tribute to the judge. If Mr. Foster 
reviles the commission he simply 
adds his testimony to their faithful 
discharge of duty. They too had been 
wrong-doers if they had trimmed 
their investigations to suit Mr. 
Foster.

The conduct and the report of the 
Commissioners are the more com
mendable that they discharged their 
duty in the knowledge of the penalty. 
On the witness stand Mr. Foster 
threatened that body that he would 
bring the matter up again in another 
place where he would be at liberty 
to say what he pleased about them 
and their doings. The Commission
ers knew therefore that if they per- 
s’sted in the investigation- they would 
be subjected to all that the abusive 
vocabulary of Mr. Foster could de
vise. The threat was unavailing. The 
investigation proceeded and the find
ings were recorded without malice, 
but also without fear.

His assault ;on the Commission 
lande^dr. Foster in a-worse position 
than he had occupied before. He had 
previously been condemned out of 
his own- mouth: his assault was 
simply a confession that he could not 
clear himself on any single count. 
All his ingenuity could not explain 
away the rake-offs he pocketed while 
handing out Union Trust funds; nor 
his dual position as manager of a 
loan company and member of a syn
dicate borrowing money from the 
loan company; nor the re-capture of 
the $23,700 bonus stock from the For
esters. Nor could the invectives he 
launched against the Commission be
cloud the fact that on these essential 
matters he had no valid explanation 

offer. He tried to defend the in
defensible and 1rs last condition was 
worse than his first.

Another body has pronounced on 
Mr. Foster’s doings, and one against 
which he can launch no accusation 
of political bias—the Independent 
Order of Foresters. Did they approve 
of his mangement of their funds ? Did 
they gratefully pocket the dividends 
of which he boasts and retain his 
brilliant services? Not at all. They 
relieved him of the burdens of offiçe 
very promptly when the nature of 
his dealings became known.

Mr. Foster has been thrice con
demned, twice by himself—in the wit
ness' box and in the House of Com
mons—and onoe by the Independent 
Order of Foresters. Will he charge 
these accusers with malice or bias?

ON THE SIDE.
John T. Moore, M.P.P., objects to 

having cattle "dipped." John T. is a 
Mîthidist.

The wolves in Northern Alberta arc 
nothing to the “wild cats” in North
ern Ontario.

The C. P. R. telegraph wires were 
broken in Northern Ontario. The se
cessionists again?

NEEDLESS ALARMS.
The Toronto Telegram fears that 

the silence of the West regarding 
crop prospects betokens bad news. 
There is no cause for alarm though 
crops generally are much later than 
usual. In Alberta at any rate they 
promise an average yield, which at 
tho prevailing prices means more 
money in the farmer’s pocket than a 
bumper crop with low prices. The 
crop area, too, is largely increased 
and the aggregate crop should show 
a substantial increase.

Perhaps the lack of boasting may 
be also in part due to the fact that 
the resources of the West are now re
cognized abroad. When the world 
in general regarded the prairies as 
the fag end of a pretty poor country 
it required the tireless and voeÿerous 
testimony of westerners to dispell the 
illusion. Now that it has been dis
pelled they perhaps do not feel the 
sqme necessity to keep on shouting.

A MAGNIFIED PERIL.
The delegates to the National Coun

cil of Women appear to have been 
apptiied at the prospect of having 
to do their own dish-washing. The 
lack of domestic help they character
ized as creating a situation “that 
"threatens to entirely annihilate our 
homes.” If only the homes of the 
delegates are referred to this may ,be 
correct. In that event the resolution 
might be simply a confession that the 
husbands of the delegates would not 
stand fqr their performances in the 
kitchen.

But assuming that the “national’ 
council,presumes to speak lor the wo. 
men of the nation, and saving the 
courtesy due the ladies, is there not 
considerable nonsense in their reso
lution? Lack of domestic help did 
not annihilate the homes of the past 
generations, and Canadian women 
generally today are neither less cap
able nor less willing than their moth 
ers and grandmothers. The National 
Council to the contrary, there are up
wards of a million such women in 
Canada who have no intention of 
letting their homes be destroyed 
simply because they cannot secure 
less fortunate women to do their 
work.

and advertisements to United States 
papers warning Americans that lab
orers are not wanted in Canada. Per
haps the asylum would have been 
more fitting.

THE BEEF INUQIRY.
The Beef Commission have con

cluded the Alberta sittings and begin 
the sessions in Manitoba probably 
during the coming week. It is im
probable that the investigation wilt 
be concluded and the report made 
public before October. Whatever may 
be the conclusion of tha whole matter 
the inquiry in Alberta brought out 
much information that should be im
mediately helpful to stock-growers 
and which should eventually pave 
the way permanently for a more sat
isfactory order of things. What 
means may be necessary to accom
plish this improvement cannot well 
be discussed until the whole ground 
haa been gone over. In the meantime 
i* is to be hoped the inquiry in Mani. 
toba will be as thorough and as fruit
ful as that in Alberta.

A USEFUL COMMISSION.
(Canadian Courier.)

“Judge Killam is a wonder, and the 
esults of hs work on the Railway 

Commission are marvellous. The 
shibboleths of railway managers are 
tom to shreds and the practices of 
fifty years reversed seemingly without 
compensation. It is startling really. 
And through it all the chairman of 
this important body seems to have 
retained the respect of the very men 
whom he is so radically reforming.

"For years the people of Canada 
have been taught that it was cheaper 
for the railways to haul freight a 
thousand miles than five hundred. 
Just why, nobody could understand 
except the railway men themselves. 
However, the doctrine was so well 
sustained in practice that the ship
pers came to believe that it was true. 
Shippers in London, Stratford, St. 
Thomas and Sarnia did not expect 
to get as cheap rates to Montreal or 
Halifax as those living in the State 
of Michigan. This doctrine of tho 
long haul caifie in, and the railways 
could not afford a cheap short haul.

"It was, therefore, a terrible shock 
to the community when last week tho 
Commission stood the bogey man up 
in a vacant lot and set fine to him. 
As the smoke of his straw-stuffed 
body ascended to. the blue heavens 
the shippers of Ontario looked aloft 
with eyes and mouths wide open. 
All they could say was ‘Marvellous 
Killam! Wonderful Killam.’"

CROSSING OF DIFFERENT
VARIETIES OF GRAINS.

The Koreans appear to think they oc
cupy a position between his satanic 
majesty and the briny deep.

Mr. Borden quite appropriately be
gins his tour in Halifax. Halifax sent 
him touring three years ago.

“Where are we at” pretty well ex
presses the present status and immed
iate prospects of the early closing by
law.

Lacrosse as it is played seems to 
have a more or less remote resemb
lance to a Nicaraguan general elec
tion.

Belgium is to annex the Congo. In 
other words, the Congo will .cease to 
be an annex of the Belgian mon
archy.

Russian officials claim Japan has 
an eye on China. Well China needs 
watching and the Japanese are pretty 
good watchers.

A Russian paper fears the awaken
ing of China menaces the Russian 
possessions in the Far East. They 
are not considerable enough to worry 
about.

Meglomania is the scientific explan
ation of Overseer Voliva's condition 
of mind. American physicians appear 
to have a mania for discovering new 
kinds of manias.

The Winnipeg Telegram suffers a 
certain amount of uneasiness” re

garding the immigration of the Jap
anese, but not a quiver of unrest over 
the emigration of Geo. W. Woods.

An Ottawa man has eloped with his 
mother-in-law. Or was he kidnapped?

The luxury of living in Toronto 
Junction costs 28 mills on the dollar 
this year.

The Montreal Star wants Sir Wil
frid Laurier to go to England as 
Lord High Commissioner. Of Sir 
Wilfrid’s fitness there is no doubt, 
but the nomination comes from a bad 
quarter.

A man in Taber, Alberta, has been 
fined $200 for sending out circulars

The Korean Emperor has evacuat
ed. The puzzle is .to find out what 
he had left to abdicate.

The Mail and Empire says the Nor
thern Ontario secessionists are all 
Liberals. A mighty poor compliment 
to the Conservatives of that district.

Moths stopped a Canadian North 
ern railway train in Northern On
tario. Next thing the mosquitoes 
will be carrying off the rails.

The Financial Post says it has held 
steadily that the “customary western 
"optimism was liable to discount." 
In other words,- “The Cretians are 
always liars.” Thanks.

The Winnipeg Telegram discusses 
the rumored “passing” of Hon. Tiros. 
Greenway from Manitoba to British 
Columbia, but not a word about the 

passing ' of Geo. W. Woods from 
Winnipeg to the United States.

Prof. Zavitz, of O. A.C., Has Pro
duced Smutless Oats, Beardless 
Barley That is a Big Yielder.

Prof. C. A. Zavitz, of the Ontario 
Agricultural collegp. has been ex
perimenting with different varieties 
of oats for some time past and has 
at last originated a variety that is 
not subject to «mut. Prof. Zavitz es
timates that in the Province of On
tario alone nearly two million dollars 
is lost every year by the farmers ow
ing to smut in the oat fields. He is 
not absolutely certain the new var
iety, which is yet without a name, 
will resist smut as tho new seed may 
under other conditions exhibit the 
fatal weakness against the invasion 
of the smut spores.

Prof. Zavitz is also experimenting 
and crossing different varieties of 
spring wheat which will be hardy, 
free from rust, long, compact head, 
without a beard and of a high milling 
quality. He is experimenting to 
evolve the ideal variety of wheat or 
one that will combine the best qual
ities of every variety. Some bearded 

arieties have not the requisite 
length of head to be good yielders, 
while many good yielders have beard
ed heads. Then, again a wheat that 
may be a good yielder may be poor 
in milling qualities.

The crossing is a tedious and deli
cate operation. While the flower of 
one variety is green the stamens are 
taken out and the pollen from the 
stamens of another variety is insert
ed. The head, when this operation 
has been performed, is wrapped in 
tissue paper in order that the pollen 
of other varieties may not fall upon 
it and spoil the experiment. The 
grain is allowed to ripen and the 
seeds sown the next year when the 
results of crossing are discernible.

Oat and Barley Mixture. 
Another problem of an important 

economic value to the farmer, especi
ally in districts where mixed farming 
obtains, is the growing of a mixture 

barley and oats for feeding pur
poses. It is a well known law that 
mixed sowings of grains or grasses 
thrive better than a sowing of any 
one variety. But the difficulty has 
been in sowing oats and barley to
gether that they ripen at different 
periods. Prof. Zavitz thinks that he 

ill succeed in obtaining a variety 
of barley that will ripen ten or fif
teen days later and come in with the 
oats.

Beardless Barley.
Beardless barley is preferred by all 

farmers but it is the general conclu
sion that it is a poor yielder. The 
heavy producing varieties are all 
bsarded. The professor is now en
gaged in crossing the famous Mands- 
cheuri barley with "its extremely 
coarse bears and a beardless variety. 
The results so far’ are encouraging 
and it will not be long before that is 
beardless and at the same time a 
good producer will be evolved.

Killed Over 25-Cent Debt.
Knoxville, Tenu., July 26.—While 

trying to collect an alleged debt of 25 
cents on the street from a Mrs. Jenks. 
Frank Wolliver, aged 19 years, was 
today shot and instantly killed by 
Amos Oglesby, who was walking with 
Mrs. Jenks. Oglesby was arrested as 
hé was about to board a train.

The Hon
The One Hundred and 

by C. H. Mackintol 
the Grq

One hundred and fourteel 
ago, this July 22 (1793 to bl 
that intrepid explorer, AI 
Mackenzie, afterwards Sir All 
completed the first overland] 
north of the Gulf of Mexico 
any European to* the Paeifi<| 
Herne, acting for the Hudsi 
Compurty, had in J771 trail 
Coppermine River to its nxj 
the Arctic Ocean. Then till 
west Fur Company (1785) cal 
existence, Montreal being il 

■ ness centre. That historic! 
had contributed scores of ell 
explorers; none -more devotcT 
patriotic, more indefatigable 
Alexander Mackenzie—a man f 
individuality,. self-cnnlideiTcl 
ness and determination. Ini 
face to his Journal of a [ 
Through the Northwest Cont| 
America (published in 1801)
“I was led at an early perio 
life; by commercial views, 
country north-west of Lake 
in North America, and, being] 
cd by nature with an_ in<| 
mind and enterprising spirit, 
ing, also, a constitution and 
of body equal to the most 
undertaking, and being famili| 
toilsome exertions, in the 
tion of mercantile pursuits, I 
contemplated thé praetieabil 
penetrating across the Conti/ 
Amerjea, but was confident ini 
cations, as I was animated 
desire to undertake' so peril! 
enterprise.”

On the 9th of May, 1793, 
■zie, having left Montreal and! 
at Fort Chipe wyan the prccecl 
to her, proceeded on his westf 
pedition, following the Peace * 
and reaching one of its brand! 
Findlay ; ultimately bmbjnrkil 
the Tatoucne (now Fraser) Rif 
lieving it to "be the main bo 
branch of the great Columbij 
formed by various Indian trilg 
tho rushing waters, eataracl 
gorges were not only perilou| 
rendered navigation almost- 
sible, lie eventually retraced l 

, tion of his route and 16 day! 
, wards reached what he terme 
cheek of Vancouver's Cascade] 
—northwest from Bentinck" Ar 
journey from Fort Chipe wyan] 
Cascade Canal or Cascade Inla 
appears on recent charts, was l 
plished in about eleven weeks;! 
menai progress," considering tl 
rible hardships endured and. 
most insurmountable diffieul] 
overcome. The chronicler sal 

Indians Were Thieves.]
“We had no sonner landed 

took possession of a rocK-whed 
was not space for more thal 
our number, and which adml 
our defending ourselves with] 
tage, in case we should be a] 
The people in the first cano 
ferring to Indian visitors) we 
most, troublesome. But aftel 
their utmost to irritate us, tbl 
away. They were, - hewer] 
sooner gone than a handheld! 
several other articles were m] 
Then a second boat arrived,] 
several stour well looking 
Their English vocabulary was I 
to the monosyllabic “no,” chiij 
ployed in refusing to dispose 
and goat skins, at anything 
reasonable price.

The Indians of that day, toe] 
did not belong to them, also 
ing exorbitant prices for theirL 
Can it be possible that they be| 
ed to whites some modicum 
rapacity? Be that as it mad 
kenzie did. not tamely submit] 
depletion of what, at best. 
primeval, certainly a limiteel 
robe, and despite the fact thT 
recent arrivals made advances] 
something approaching the an 
ate, he kept them at arms’ 
They, however, volunteered 
formation that Maeubah (Vail 
“had been there and left hi 
behind a point of land in tli| 
nel southwest of them.” Ma 
grimly chronicles: “The nativ| 
Ing left us, I directed the pe 
keep watch by two. in turn, 
myself down in my cloak.”

The morning of the 22nd 
1793, was bright and beautiful! 
and there the man, who haj 
years before given his name 
is now an historic northern! 
stamped the sign manual of 
prowess oil the shores of th| 
Pacific ocean. He thus reco 
event :

“I now mixed up some verm| 
melted grease and inscribed 
characters, on the southeast . 
the rock on which we had sl| 
night, this brief memorial :

“ ‘Alexander Mackenzie frori 
ada. by land, the twenty-sec! 
July, one thousand seven l| 
and ninety-three.’ ”

Moved Away From India]
In no degree enamored 

peculiar denizens of this reg] 
Alexander, with caution no| 
gether foreign to the Scottisti 
decided that proximity to hi! 
cular Indian settlement wo] 
neither conducive to health, 
beneficial from an economic 
point. He accordingly direr] 
boats to proceed northeas 
miles, landing at-a point pre| 
a safe scientific frontier, shot 
marauding expedition take] 
during the night. The native] 
ever, appeared quite willing t<j 
but not so anxious to die.'^iel 
attack took place, the adve] 
proceeding on their return trig

The next day they reached 
known as Mackenzie's outlet 

"Salmon River. A guide who 
evidently aimed at leading 
plorers inljo an ambuscade wl 
mile of what might, by a str] 
imagination, he termed a 
Suddenly tile explorer was mi]


