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BY S, O RISTOFPEER

PAART |

CHAPTER X.—(Cowtinump) Rosa took no notice of ber father’s

‘Signors, my carriage ‘is waitiog fhiot concerning Guido's _bisth, ‘ahe
opposite the principal door. I can-|cared little about u; and, thergfore,
not allow you to eater home oa foot answered indifferently :
insuch astorm. I beg of you w| °
accept it.’

‘Thask you, Signor,’ . answered
Rosa; ‘my house is close by. Ial
ways come and go om foot.’

‘I should deem it the greatest
favor you could bestow upon me, did
you accept my offer.’

These words were said almost in
an imploting tone; and just at that
moment there came aflash of li
ing that scemed 10 d¢t ‘the Wit
church on fire, and a peal of thunder | B
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walk. The storm, whi
lented a little bad set §
redoubled force. On i
carriage, which approached as

H
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then having told the coachman where | swered
to drive to, bowed and disappear-
ed

It was thus that, amidst one of the
wildest outbreaks of nature, Ross
Ocatofoglia first made the acquaint-
ance of Count Guido Bernardi.
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CHAPTER XFT.
A STRANGE WILL.

As soon as Marco heard from his
daughter of the young man’s polite-
ness, he set on foot inquiries about
him. He ascertained that be was the
son of the learned Contessa Sofia
Bernardi, who he knew had settled in
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Luces, and be the Centolug]

for an introduction to ber, in order to | ™ this, her

thack the -count for his attention. Hence

The contesss did mot evince great means the | p

pleasure in i ; of theee-

of Marco

tefuse to do so. i

delighted, apprised A

could not allow him to in, and the
ir leafy hlzooud

canopy, :

quitted Lucca for their
Rovigo, and Geido was |
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. Gaughter, and you honor me with | o the_mightwiod ove tha of ‘many gt of hes|
, be did not e |
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