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THE OPPOSITION LEADERSHIP.

Tas work of superseding Mr. Maoc-
kE~ZIE in the Parliamentary leadership
of the Reform party proceeds slowly hnt
surely ; and the best informed of the
Opposition journals say that before
members disperse, he will have been
formally deposéd. The man in the
iron cell who saw the roof descend-
ing upon him imch by inch, and
knew that it was only a question of
hours until he should be effaced, was
probably in no sadder frame of mind
than the hon. member for Lambton.
Six years ago he was absolute master,
under Mr. Browx, of a large majority
in Parliament; to-day he is hardly
tolerated 1n the leadership of a minority
contemptible at least in numbers. All
his labours and all his sacrifices of prin-
ciple on behalf of the party are forgot-
ten; evem thoss who enriched them-
selves by his aid, the contractors, the
speculators and the Parliament brokers,
have turned upon him. Gratitude is a
race virtue in any walk of life; in
politics it is a phenomenon. Deprive
the party leader of his portfolio, and, in
most cases, you rob him of his strengthi
There ar- politicians in Canada whose
friends eling to them with equal loyalty
in adversity, but Mc, MacKeszIE is not
of them. When he had contracts to
disgribyte and offices to bestow, he ;u
an able leader and a gut‘m; ub
now that he'is poor, he is impracticable.
Alas! so wags the world.

Meauwhile, Mr. BLaxe is preparing
for his second appearance in the rile of
an independent leader. His début, as
we all know, was a fizzle, but his friends
think he has got over his timidity and
will play the part with vigour. We
rather think his timidity is constitu-
tional. It is mearly six months since he
told the electors of West Durham that,
like the blind Samsox, he*had ‘‘ begun
% to feel some rousing motions,” but as
yet he has shown no outward signs of it.
However, it would be unfair to judge
him until he has stepped into Mr. Mac-
kENzIE's shoes. Then will begin the
long-delayed war with the Globe, and
the country will see the stuff he is made
of. Anuether Liberal fiasco will kill
him, :.d he may fight desperately as
weak- ineed soldiers fight, not from cour-
age, but for fear of disgrace ; but we are
inclined to think he will run away, and
that the leader the party is now about
to discard will be welcomed back. Let
our readers keep this forecast and read
it again this day two years.

THE TEA TRADE.

In discussing the LAMBE tea seizure,
our Opposition contemporaries do not
appear to know the history of the tea-
tariff, or to understand its bearing upon
the case at issue. Some years ago, the
Canadian and American markets were
open to the traders of both countries,
there being no differential duty om
either side of the line. The consequence
was that the Canadian importer could
undersell the American importer,
crushed, as the latter was, by war
taxation and the high prices the war
had brought about. At this period, in-
deed, Montreal and Toronto houses did
a considerable share of the tea businees
in the Northern, North-Western and
Western States. In course of time,
however, the Washington Government,
moved by the representations of Ameri-
can importers, imposed a differential
duly of 10 per cent. on teas entering
the United States from points west of
the Cape of Good Hope, this embargo
being aimed principally at Canada. Sir
Fraxcs Hivogs, then Finance Minister,
at once burried a bill through Parlia-
ment, imposisg & similar duty on teas
coming from the United States, his argu-
ment being that asthe Americanshadshut
our im: out from their market, we
should retaliate by protecting our mar-
ket from their importers. is differ-
ential daty remained in forco, much to
the benefit of the Canadian trade, until
1874, when Mr. CaArTWRIGHT unwit-
tingly repealed it. We say unwittingly
bugt’uo when a deputation waited upon
him with regard to the repeal, he
frankly confessed that he was not aware
that he had abolished thé differenti
duty, and at once instructed the Cus.?
toms collectors by telegraph te reim-

it. Mr. BrowN was in Wash-
f:;on at the time negotiating that
extraordinary instrument, the Fism-
Brows ftreaty; and at his request,
no doubt, the order for the reimposition
of the differential duty was cancelleq,
and owr market was left open to the
American unforter while the American
market was closed against us. The re-
sult was the utter destruction of the
Canadian import trade. New Yorkand
Boston merchants sent drummers from
one end of the Dominion to the other,
and Montreal and Toronto houses,
which at one time imported direct from
China and Japan, were forced to aban-
don that bramch of their business.
This was the state of affairs that con-
fronted Sir LeoNsrp Tiiiey when he
took office; and last year when he
submitted the new tariff, he re-imposed
the differential duty of 10 per cent.
with the-view of resuscitating the direct
tea trade, and of encouraging the ship-

ing interest to some extent. .
Pgn Lawpe case, however, shows that
the American i hsov; founli a

of vielating spirit of our law.

'?3 imposition of the differential duty
was intended, as we have said, to rcvive
direct importations by Canadian houses
from Chine and Japan ; but by making
‘Toronto brokers their Canadian agents,
or by giving them such an inferest in
the busmmess as will enable them to say
or swear that they are ers, the
Amerioss importers are enal to defeat
that object. In the LaMBE case, HriNE-
MasN & Co. belong to Yokohama and
to New Yogk

fand. In seizing the tea
Messrs. Lavse & Bro. on this
ous plan, the Customs De;
been actuated by no motive, other than
;m honest datnminaéion to m‘::na the
aw, and to protect Oanadian importers
from Yankee tricks; and although the
Globe has seized upon’ the matter as a
text for a batch of diatribes against the
tariff, we are convinced that every busi-
ness man will approve of the action of
the Guvernment. Our conteni
quotes the opinion of ‘‘two leading
" merchants” to the contrary, but) as-
they are mot importera but one-horse
grocers who probably never saw a China
mvoice, their view of the question

one. If the letter of the law may be
evaded by .a dodge such as that of a
““ partoership” between American im-
porters and Canadian brokers. it will be
the duty of the Government to amend
the regulations and render collusion of
that kind impossible. The Cauadian
tea market must be secured to the Can-
adian importer at all hazards, and the
differential duty strictly enforced against
both the American importer and his
Canadian agent. A Capadian inporh
who shipped teas direct from China or
Japan, via Montreal, to a New York
partner for sale in the United States,
would be compelled to pay the Ameri-
can differential duty; and there is no
valid reason why we should treat the
American importer better than his
Government treats us.

THE PRICE OF WHEAT.
Ox the 20th January our King street
contemporary said :—*‘ The markets

“ and the first thing the decline proves
‘*is one which ws have always said it
““ would prove, viz , that the N. P. in
** severing our coonection with Chicago
‘“ had only prevented our crops

‘‘ following the upward turns théPe.
‘ As soon as the fall came our markets
‘* reflected it the same day.” At the be-
ginning of the year Toronto and Chicago
prices for No. 2 spring wheat were
nearly even, at $1.28}. The prices in
the two markets have since run as fol-
lows. We give weekly quotations up to
March, in order to save space, and
daily quotations thenceforth to the end
of the month :

January 14

Jasuary 21..
January 28. .
February 4.. ..
Februsry 11 . .... ..
February 18.. .. ....
February 25.. .... ..

T it
March?29............
28

BRERRIBBESYE!

On the 11th February our contem-
porary, in an article headed * The
*¢ Wheat Robbery,” said :

*‘For nearly six months Toronto prices
bave ruled nine, ten, or twelve centa be-
low the prices which would have ruled
had the pomnection with Chicago been
maintaicel, This fact is indieputable,
Thera is not a particle of doubt that in
wheat alone the new tariffi has cost omr
farmers willions of doilars. We had a
large crop of wheat—probably 25 000,000
bushels. The bulk of it has been mar-
keted smince last September. Oa every
bushel sent: to market since that time our
farmers have lost about ten cents. Prac-
tim;l{,tho whole of the crop has been thus
taxad.”

The answ-r to these wild statements
is furnished by the foregoing tables.
The fact is the N. P. has not in the re-
motest degree compromised the Canadian
markets.

THE 'BOULEVERSEMENT IN
ENGLAND.

TaERE is no longer room for reason-
able doubt that the days of the Beacons-
r1eLD Oabinet are numbered. In look-
ing over the latest English advices by
mail, it is clear that all the prophets
have failed, except those who were
diffident enough to be uncertain and
hesitating. In Canada, not less than on
the Continent of Europe, the anxiety

felt concerning the issue of the elections
has been exceptional. This may be ac-
counted for partly on account of the
cosmopolitan character of the questions
in copiroversy, and partly from thefact

| that & change of Ministry in England

may seriously affect the best interests of
the Colonies. Not that the old insular
theory, which would cut the outlying
members of the Empire adrift, is likely
to be reduced to practice. It is plain
that the Liberal successes of the hour
have been largely breught about by the
vehement protestations of Lord Harr-
iveroN and his following against any
attempt at disintegration of the Empire,
whether within the United Kingdom it-
self or across the seas. The Liberal
leaders knew well that the imputation
cast upon them in Lord Bza-
coNsFIELD'S electoral epistle to the
Viceroy of Ireland must be sternly
and strongly repudiated, or their
England.

’
without affocting
ize their hopes. Even the Spec-
tator, which is prone at all times to be
enthusiastic in its expectations, only
spoke on the eve of the first elections, of
'  reasonable chance” for its party.
On the other hand, not only the Con-
servative journalists, but Ministers of
“‘the Crown, gave themselves over to ex-
travagant vaticinations of success, which
lock almost lydicrous in the cold clear
light of the event. For our own part,
after discounting the exireme tone of
confidence across the Atlantic, we were
disposed to think that the Government
would be sustained by a dxmmnhed
majority. We have been mistaken, it

would ; still it is no d_'
mm common Wi

vhen Amerioan ten Grammors lled the |

bas | di

is neither an accurate mor a weighty | Liberal
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' | complete,

Yet so|
'{ all over the

“kohﬁ. changed,
tive majority, varyi
- o4 urym:
morning cloud and the l!y'dav
would seem, therefore, as i i
were to be sure of office for s term, and
certain to be overthrown at least after a
six vears’ tenure of office. Such is ac-
tuunytthe conolusion to be drawn from
recent experience, .
At the same time there is, unfortun-
ately, every reason to fear that all the
i reaction may bring about i
dead-lock—a party interregnum. It i
too early yet to pronounce upon
exact numbers which will be ranged
either side. -All _We h’::: is that
ve jori been
out ; but it b,;qno t’m follows tk
the Liberals will secure a vmrhn’
majority.* No doubt the o
these early successes will momen
tum to their cause ; the Conservatives
may, however, =develop unexpected
oy e
and then ‘- matters stand !
Supposing that the Opposition cross the
floor and assume the bilities of
oﬁoovithamjmitydm,_ n, twenty,
ot Libuwal” Aduipletration $gold
that a Li n
endure the  firsf" ‘serious strain !
Lord Beaconsrierp could get on well
enough with such support, because his
m is compact, and knows its own
i But the Liberals are not in that
position, and they have the Home Rule
as a Mui. g thorn in
oohﬂu,cuh coiting fofVacd 1ty por
own
pet reform, which, in many cases, the
more prominent leaders will not yield.
Duoring next Patliament, therefore,
which is not likely to last long, it will be
honeycombed with caves of Adullam,
and petty conspiracies of all'sorts. It
seems a pity, therefore, that the party
which knows how to labour has not
learned to wait, when waiting is its best
policy.

e

THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN.
Wiraiy 2 few weeks, the American
people will be condescendingly informed
by the wire-pullers for whom they may
vote, as candidates for the Presidency.
The constitutional machinery provided
is, of itself, a curiosity. In each State,
the people choose, by a majority, or
even a plurality, a number of electors
equal to the total representation of
the State in Congress. New York, for
example, returns thirty-three Repre-
sentatives to the House, and two to the
Senate ; if, therefore, sends thirty-five
to the electoral college. These electors,
however, do not, strictly speaking, or
in any proper sense, elect at all ; be-
cause their choice is determined for them
in advance. It is not at all necessary

that even the electors should receive
their appointment directly from the
people, if any State prefers that
1ts Legislature should choose them.
These electors, to make the farce
vote by ballot in their
respective States, as if their de-
cision were not & foregome conclusion.
In default of a choice, the House of Re-
presentatives chooses the President,
out of the three highest on the list—
the members for each state only count-
ing s one. In this last case, a minority
of the Representatives inay choose a
candidate who bas a minority of an
Electoral College elected by a minority
of the people. Since 1824, when the
popular vote was first recorded, Presi-
dents have been elected by a minority
vote—J. QUINCY Apams, Pork, TayLog,
BucHANAN, LiNcoLN (first term) and
Haves. In 1876, even admitting the
Returning Board’s count in Florida and
Louisiana, TrupeN had a clear majority
of nearly 157,000.

The next President who, supposing a
majority of the Electoral College to be se-
cured, will be elected on the Second of
November, will owe his elevation gﬂ
marily to the party conventions, he
Republican conclave will meet at Chi-
cago, and the Democratic at Cincinnati,
towards the end of this month or
early in the next. To most people, at
least until lately, it seemed a foregone
eonelusion that GRaNT would be nomi-
nafed for a third term. He has played
his cards well hbitherto. The tour
around the world from palace to palace
has sensibly rdised a very common-
place hero in the estimation of tuft-
hunting America. On his return he en-
deavoured to pose, not merely as ‘“the
“‘ guide, philospher and friend ” of his
country, but as a sort of AcHiLiEs, re-
luctantly forced once more to dom
his civic armour. The timid air,
not  altogether = Cimsarean, with
which  he affected to push
aside the gilded emblem of power, was
rather clumsily put on. He wants, and
wants vohemen.uy to be made President
once more, to all appearance in spite of
himself. The personal avarice E:)f the
man is only surpassed by his snobbish-
ness. We do mnot suppose anything
tickled his vanity so much, since he
ceased to ‘fnt his lower extremities
under royal mahogany, as the mock
title of “*Duke of America,” conferred"

the Rex Society, a sort of corporate
AxntoNYy, at New Orleans. Gen-

eral GRANT was utterly without
ability as a civil ruler; but his in-
competency was not his worst fault,
He ed the official demoralization

constitution, whi

‘¢ get at a pin’s fee ;” in short, taken al-
together, one can conceive of a
worse ruler for a free people. There is
no great danger of lmperialism, except
under colour of Republican forms ; yet
its worst features will be discernible at
Washington should he;unfortunately be
installed there once again. ;
HorAr10 SEYMOUR, the veteran Demo-
crat of New York, thinks that Ggaxr
will not be chosen at Chicago, simply
because he is the strongest Republisan,
‘There .are weightier reasons than that
why he ought not te_be selected; at all
events by the people. Apart al

TON, that even if a third term be not
unconstitutional, it would be fraught
with serious dangers to the stability and

i
i
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An Opposition journal
gration

the headway which native manufactures

The German Government are decidedly
encouraged by the results of their N. P, in

are gradually making. = The semi-official
Algemeine Zetung points to the existence
of various gratitying proofs that foreign
articles of manufacture ara being

from the German market. The carded
wool business is noted as being decidedly
more active, and French goods are giving
place to the home manuractured article,
which finds a ready market.

A new industty is being developed in
New Zsaland—that of hop ocultivation,
with the object of supplying the English
R S

8

prees as to the ruinous effects of the N, P,
upon the commerce of Nova Bootia, Cns.
tom House receipts . amounted to $103,986,
an increase of $37,236 over March, 1879,
Inland revenue receipts increased $2,646
over the corresponding month last year,
the fotal being $16,066. Anocther- signifi-
oant indication of increased prosperity is
that durivg the month depesits in the
Government savings bank were $76,672
and withdrawals $60,606, )
R

Some fime ago our King street contem.
porary made much ado aboat an emigrant
train which, it said, ‘was carrying 400 Ca-
nadians t0 Dakota and three to Manitoba,
We have it on' the authority of a gentle-
man whose basi him tc iani-
toba twics a month, that the 400 v.. ¢ to
M ds;&hh the ;hreo $o Dakota--quite
a stent story, Farthermore, emi.: .nts
from Minnesota, Dakota and other No:sh-
Western States are pouring into our ter.-
ritory, and a large colony from North
Carolina, the pioneers of which settled in
Manitoba last fall, will go in there this
season. |

-—‘———

The Hamilton Spectator has taken a
very practical method of answering the
assertions as to the alleged exodus from
that city by comparing the present number
of vacant houses with that of previous

Although 198 houses were built

year, there are mow, according to
official statistics, only 414 vacant hounses
in the city, against 427 in 1879. In 1878
there were 470 empty houses, and the
n:oubor m&ud that y.:’rh uﬁt:ued at
about 100, the figures wing $, even
with this addition, and thas of the 198
houses erected last year, Hamilton has
now 56 fewer vacant houses than twe years

ago.
R it
A furtber illustration of the evils of
promiscuous and undiscriminating charity
is fornished by the experience of New
York, the taxation of which for eharitable
urposes has increased in fifteen years from
31,125,00010 $2,600,000, being now $2.50
per head for every inhabitant of the city.
Many of th;.l:lﬁhtiom to f“;Ivhiah lavish
grants are e are waste managed
or unnecessary, and it is to bo?lu‘odtut
the * :em'lFold":l‘:u'typodnmo
others, e managers good and
bad, of course are opposed to losing their
grants, and the vested interests thus
created ‘are the great obstacle in the way
of any system of organized charity.
—_——
The Ottawa Free Press says :—'* Mr,
Blake's. attitude with reference to the
Pacific railway expenditure is clearly de.
fined in e speech he made on the sub-
in:?i’::i of Pnlint:ent, and the
motion he placed on the paperis in
exact accord with all his pnvxl:u uiter.
his acceptance of

———n
There is a prospect of trouble between
the United States and the South .American

pavy is ul s wretched condition, and no
e b 1 ey v

'wer, 19 8 wWor
2!0 i chnol{ ':;l'o & settlement
should a peaceable liquidation be refused,
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never prophesy onless ye know,” has had
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The familiar Yankee adage, *‘Don’t

L1

tl;o pxrnt
opportunity for
special work for wgii:lgz
they have been enaged is done, they will
return to Ottawa. The Globe doesn’t make
mach of the exodus business ; Pharoah had
not much worse luck, :

— e
Moderats prices for wheat in England in
the interval before the harvesting of the
next crop are predicted. Unusually large
qusutities of wheat will be forwarded
| thither during the next few montks from
some of the minor sources of supply, especi-
ally India, Egypt and Australis, The last
nmodtoountry in particular, ﬂ;ough not at
present prominent among the food-export-
ing nnﬁsul, is rapidly becoming of gr;p:lter
importance in this respect, and the abund-
ance of the recent harvest there will swell
the shipments to an amount never before
rmhocf.m The Manchester Guardian thinks
that the. future course of prices in the
wheat market must ‘:.olznd mainly upon
the character of the g European sea-
son. The indications so far have been
favourable. :

D —

The Reform journals vie with each other
in giving examples of the ruin that has
been worked by the N. P., and in their
eagerness to make a good case they stick at
nothing. For example, the Listowel Banxer
the other day said ten or fifteen hands in a
local furniture factory had left the country
owing toa reduction in wages, The
graph went the rounds under various £
ings. Now ocomes the re-:
ferred to, Mr, Hess, with a letter denying
the Banner’s story, and sayiag :—*“So far
as the National Policy has affected our
business, the fact that there were 53 hands
on our pay roll a yearago, and that now we
have 97, h..oo!lign that our business is
not being injured by it. Notwithstanding
this large increase in the number of our
hands, we have more orders in, at the pre-
sent time, than we can hope to fill,”

The Montreal Witness, alluding to the
the unfavourable criticisms sometimes

passed by Old Country people upon the
tone of Oanadisn politics, does not think
we need look across the sea for an example
in this respect, To say nothing of gen-
eral rows,” it says, ‘' we have news of four
or five direct asshults upon candidstes, one
of which, at least, was a deliberate attempt
at oold-blooded murder.” This is a super-
ficial rather than a comprehensive view,
Eoglish politics, like Englich society and
literature—in fact we might say like every-
thing else English—presents striking con-
trasts from the extreme of refinement to
that of lin?:;l:;‘n hHen Wwe #reé more on
the level, ough our manners, espec-
ially about election times, have not that
repote that stamps the caste of Vere de
Vere, en the other hand they seldom de-
soend to the depth of actual brutality and
mob violeace.
—_——

It iz a lttle singular that mot since the
passing of the Reform Act of 1832, hasa
Contervative Administration appealed to
the people with success, In January, 1835,
when Sir Robert Peel dissolved the Par.
liament which had been returned to sup-
port Earl Grey, a Liberal majority was
returned. In July, 1852, Lord Derby ap-
pealed to the country, and the verdict was
an adverse ome, In April, 1859; when
Lord Deérby wes again in office, a similar
incident was followed by a like result, In
November, 1868, when Mr. Disraeli was
Prime Minister, the majority against him
in the new Parliament was doubled. On
the other hand, enly twice has a Liberal
Prime Minister e to the country and
been defeated — Melbourne in 1841,
and Mr. Gladstone in 1874, Lord Palmer-
ston has been the only Premier who twice
dissolved Parliament, and each time re-
turned with an increased majority, viz.,
in 1857 and 1865,

—— e
A correspondent. of the Ottawa Citizen,
who states that he has passed eighteen
years of his life among the Indian tribes of
the North- Wess, contradiots the assertion
of the Globe’s Fort Walsh correspondent as
to the virtual prevalenoe of slavery among
thom, and the practice of Indian parents
selling their daughters to white men. He
states that it ia common upon the
of s ter for the husband to give
byide's father a horse, not as the price of
his wife, but as a &lodgn
‘the  matrimonial obligation he assumes.
The Globe’s correspondent appears to have
taken a wrong view of an ancient Indian
custom. Still, it is "open $0 question
whether the white men who are parties to
these mh the matter in :l;n
same ag or' recognize the
mblndhg character of the primitive ceremo-

el

A Prince Edward Islander, who was
recently deluded with a number of others
info emigrating te Colorado, writes to the

that this is not so much an

confirmative of | jected

; agrioultural statistios, b

: Bareau of Agrlonl:
rer Wooclf ?h ohdr:;n
secretary of the commis-
enquiry is conducted in » just
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DOHM()N PARLIAMENT,
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( Continued from Second Page. )
HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Orrawa, April '5.
The Speaker took the chairat 3 p.m,
THE DOMINION LANDS.
Mr. CHARLTON moved thatthe House

resolve itself into Committee of the*'Whole
to consider the following resolutions : —

& nummmmummhm

to the disposition of the pub-
practieable,
» OD reason-

or quan-

possibly permanent injury esospes
with a trifling fize. OQar law Bﬂy needs
revision in this respect, but because they
are thus defective is no reasom why the
i should not be pretected and
brutalizing sports suppressed.
. ———— e
A new cereal has been introdnced into the
Western States the chief merit of which is
that it will flourish on the arid plains of
that regien without artificial irrigation,
It is variously known as * pampas rice ”
‘« rice torn ¥’ and ** Egytian corn ” and is
eaid tg;;we its introduction to the Menno-
nites. The kernels growin a tuft like that
on the top of sorghum ; they are amaller and
rounder than in wheat, and inclosed in a
‘‘shuck” or independent capsule, The
meal resembles that of Indian corn, and in
colour is intermediate between the yellow
and white varieties. A chemical analysis
shows that its percentage of starch, fat,
dextrine, and sugar, which produce heat
aud fat in the animal orgamization, ¢im-
pares favourably with that of Indian corn,
wheat, rye and oats ; and in its contents
of flesh-forming albuminoids it ranks with
the last-named class of cereals, Theatalk is
sarviceable for both fodder and fuel. Its
capacity for resisting dronghts and the hot
winds, which scorch up other vegetation, is
described as something marvellous which
rmdmoztaf‘ the ﬁntmi:lnportuoe to the
people e parched barren regions
where all other crops fail.
—_—

A small psmphlet has been issned in
Englaad by Bishop Gregg, of the Re-
formed Episcopal ochurch, treating of
Canada as a field for emigration. The
Bishop; who resides in an agrioultural
district, has been frequently consulted by
tenant farmers who contemplate emigra-
tion, owing $o his familiarity with Canada,
the United Btates and New Z:aland, and
has taken this method of answering all
enquiries, The_conclusion which he has
arrived at, after carefal study of the ques-
tion, is that Canada offers better induce-
ments to the English farmer than either
New Zealand or the American Union,
His pamphlet comprises much practical
information of the kind sought by intend-
ing emigrants, and he expresses the
strongest faith in the future of the Do-
minion as a great food-preducing country.
““The very best class,” he says, *“‘to
settle in Canada are the Old Country
tenant farmers with some cspital. Aay
man of experience with from £200 to £500
in cash may safely try his fortune in Can-
ada,” T y such as this from an un-
exceptionable and impartial source cannot
but have an excellent effect in directing the
right clags of ‘emigrants to our shores,

el

The Qitawa Free Press says :—** A Cus-
toms Unibn. is being discussed in the
newspapérs $outh of the boundary, and we
see no readon why the subject should not
be argued onits merits, Reciprocal trade
is desiroms from both poinis of view, and
the United States can best take the initis.
tive, as it in their high tariff which forms
the est barrier to such an arrange-
ment.” Certainly thers is ns reason why a
Customs: Union or any other proposition
should not be discussed upon its merits;
but ite principal merit in the eyes of moat
of its advocates is that it n ily im.
plies a neverance of the colonial tie, speed-
ily to. be followed by annexation. The
discussion to bs thorough must embrace
the entire scope and tendemcy of the
scheme, and the first thing in order is to
show how our present relations with the
Mother Country could possibly continue
under an arrangement by which we taxed
her manufactures heavily, while admitting
duty free those of a foreign nation. But
this is a point which the Customs Union
advocates invariably shirk. The position
of the avowed annexationist is at least
straightforward and intelligible—that of
the professedly loyal Customs Unionist is
inconsistent and opposed to common sense,

An important new departure in horti-
culture is foreshadowed by the recent
discoveries of the eminent electrician, Dr,
Siemens, as to the effect of the electric
light upon vegetation, &s communicated by
him to the Royal Society in Londoa. Ex-
periments were made with several varie-
ties of quick-growing vw which
were arranged in several One set
were kept always in the dark, another
exposed to daylight as much as possible, a
third always in the electrio light, and a
fourth lot alternately to the light

that of electricity. It was

NEwMAN, April 5.—At a

in un‘lol;‘nnumh. e
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liver, and general condition of the
system, all yield in due time to nature’s
‘remedy—Dr. Pierce’s Golden

Discovery. Sold all around the
world i
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MD.,, . &

W&ST BLUE MOUND, Wi, March
8th, 1879.
Dr. B. V. P1ERroR :
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limited to the arés which can be
by 1 ummﬂ-ap&
¢ from conditions of settie-

es of
ooy’ fur miens st
per acre for one-tenth cash
nine equal annual instal-

tenths of the capi
vestments, butigivl:g r:ze, lil
great expense in the pg of accounts, an
:;:onnimehy’l h‘tbewt:'iimlu &f the stipulsted

ce ; 80 Jong as the system selling public
lands to speculators with ai o(zdo-
ment or restrictions as to quavtity is contivued, the
rrica at which such lands are sold shouid be paid
n full in cash at the time of sale.

In the settlement of
these lands, we had a powerful rival in the
United States, apd if we wished to con-
tend lncceufnll? with that country for
good classes of settlers, we shonld offer as
excellent inducements for settlement as
were offered by the United States, Did
we, offer as good inducements ? In his
opinion, we did not. Our homestead set-
tlement was mere limited than that of the
United States. A large portion of our
public domain was held at higher prices
than the 'E:blic domain of the United
States. is was cansed by the Govern-
ment Dominion Lands regulations, which
prohibited settlement on certain lands and
put high prices on other lands, So evi-
dent was it that the regulations issued
soen after the close of last session were
preventing settlement that the Govern-
ment was within two months compelled to
modify them, 8till the r ns were
severe. They obliged settiers to settle in
alternate blocks, thus isolating the settle-
ments, detracting from she advantages of
the country and compelling intending set-
tlers, owing te the absence of all means of
social communication, to loek elsewhere
for homes. He dwelt upen the desira-
bility of furthering the settlement of the
North-West, and instancing the mode in
which the United States had dealt with
its North-West, suggested that the recom-
Bties Comgrom be. sdopted: tebting vt
States op ‘sefii
the desirability of absolutely reser the
arable lands for homesteads, of ishi
the system of pre-emptions, and of grant-
ing permirsion to form colonies to settle
upon the public lands. The 100,000,000
acres set apart for the Canada Pacific
was out of pr ion to any graut ever
made by the Uaited States for railway con.
struction. The highest grant ever given by
the United States for one railway was 47,.
000,000 acres for the Northern Pacific, only
15,000,000 acres of which were amable lacd,
Then the Government, by the instalment
plan of paying for lands which it had
adopted, had given speculators great ad.
nnhget. the payment down being small,
and the instalments extending over large
gi.odn of time. Already three hon. mem-
of this House had applied for incor-
tion under the name of the Colonizstion
mpany, the capital of wkich was to be
$1,000,000, and the object of which was to
be tl;;m:ohnﬁgof Goverament land, and
the di 5 of it for future settlement.
Another pauy, called - the Scottish
Ontario and Manitoba Land Company,
with a ::rhl of m,omk::uiizg, had
commen operations, $aking up large
quantities of land and holding. them on
small payments to the Government until
the districts were more fully developed and
the land waa of vastly increased value,
The result of these arrabgements was that
a vast proportion of the railway lands would
pass into the hands of speculators. It
would be argued that the thing would
cure itself by the taxation im on the
lande. The introduction of sush a system
sapped political morality, It would be
better to keep out non-resident land-
holders, than to afterwards attempt: to
remedy the state of things by eubsequent
action. The time would arrive when
these combined speculaters would bring
pressure to bear om the Government for re-
iaxation of th:a amount due, 3.‘180 lpelclh—
tor possessed advantages ever the settler in
purchasing lands, and was thus able to
secure the most desirable sections thrown
into the market. The settlement of the
country would thus be seriously retarded.
In view of the construction of the Pacific
Railway, it was not desirable that it should
run through a wilderness, and so import-
ant was it to secure settlers, that it was
desirable, if necessary, to give away land.
We did not want in the country a large
tenant class, and it was unwise to initiate
a policy which would tend in that direc-
tion. Such might be desirable in a
monarchy, but in a country like Canadaa
free holding olass was desirable, It was
not dofm.th Fm“lnhl?yp ch-l such as
that e t. It was not
e e R were e
things as where the
mngt l;‘mtho land, and where the
cultivator canmot, to any extent, cbtain
possession of it. The Government should
affirm the mﬂuﬁ the public dollll‘lliil; is
the people tage, the home of the free
man rather thnmtho stock-in-trade ot::
speculators and sharks. The m
should be the of the greatest
number. In ing with this land ques-
Sion, Parlismentshould treat it unbiased by
considerations and should treat it in
mm-i of the maes of the people.
Les them forget the bickerings ard animosi-
ties engendered by party ambition, and

great
speech of my hon. friend, and, I have no
doubt, that {il who have heard him, ad-
mire the lofty and -patriotic sentiments
which he has offered with so much force. I
shall not attempt, as it is out of my line
altogether, to use as much eloquence as
my hon, friend, but I shall, at ail events,
endeavour to use as much common sense.
(Laughter and a ) The chief diffi-

her | cuity that meets me at the ontset is this,

that I cannot learn axactly from my hou.
friend's speech what his views are as to
the proper mode of ing of the great
domain ‘we have iu the West. (Hear,
hear.) In the first place, he says he thinks
we sheuld do better than we are doing by
giving the lands away free to the actual
settlers. Then he says our i_ermlhuf:o-o
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; gl'ihms of the
: nited States, every alt t
Xept by o8, y alternate block

the

s that this is a complex que
? 'we had that country trfo, h.:cll it
a8 nothing, and if it was likely o
Bothing, the question of filiing it up
y of good settlers would be an
Bat we know that the count
U8 moncy, that it has cost us 89
$hing for surveys and the Pacific rail
80 far as it has gone, and we have to
into considerstion, not merely the ge
ment of the country, but the mod
oarrying out the engagements of the ¢
ernment, $0 open if upin sucha way a4
to press mnduly upon the inhabitan
the whole Dominion in the East. We 4
fo that in. view, and as we hay
:ﬂ in view, ths question is no
y sol¥ed as it wouid be if we J
me  obligations  resting upon
Now, sir, when that country
w:l‘:ite'm“ v;n in a g
degree a ess. It was the unive
mru th::y':llh.d no object in acqui
country unless we opened it for
tlement ; and the experience of the Un
States, to which the hon, gentleman
Mlﬂnded, shows thnltha western oo
» prairie ean only be opened w
Jjudicious, liberal, and lpiedy rzil
system. (Cheers.) Therefors, it is ne
#ary that we should, as we acquired
eountry by the universal desire of
People 'of Canada, make it valuable
#psedily as poseible, and in such a man
, &t the same time, as not to weigh d
energy, or $o increase the taxation
daly, of the peeple of the older Provin
So when it was proposed to build
Canadian Pacific railway, Parliamen
1872 adopted a policy. In that ye:
was the uvanimeus desire of the Py
ment of the day that the railway shy
* not be made a Government enterpriss,
that it should be built by private es
priss, “aided by liberal grants of
to the company or companies
should undertake the building of
road, and by a money grant,
liberal grants of land to be
%o those companies could not be dsig
$o be given for the companies to {
away. It was a subsidy of land, sup
mented by a money subsidy, snd so in
United Ssates, asin Ca rada, this land
given to any reilway company or
panies that would undertake the cons
tion of the Canadian Pacific, was &
< pln'eod in their hands for the DUrpOs;
being sold according to the terms of
original resolutions in 1872, a¢ prices
se:itled between the railway comp
and the Government, and that moaey
10 be applied by the railway compani
the conmstruction of the roag, We
know that 5o company or companies
ceeded in building that railway.
more is the pity: I believe if the orig
oy had been carried out, we wug
ve seen that railway infinitely fa
“advanced thas it is yet, and stretching
most across the continent without
heavy burther being cast upon the peo
However, there is no use in lamen
~over what is passed. It so happens
the idea that the railway should b3 b
by private enterprise was abandoned,
~the Government which introduced that
tem made room for the Government Jod
the hon. member for Lambton (Mr,
‘kenzie). At tho outset that Governm
felt the neoessity of relieving the peop
the old seftled portions of Canads f
‘heavy burthens in conmection with.
railway by utiliing the public iands
that purpose, and they carried out
%;hcy enuanciated by their predeces:
'he Canadian Pacific Railway Act of 1
which was introducad by the hon, ment
for Lambton, and isnow the law of
land, provides that the road isto be X
if possible, by confractors, that the
ractons are ts receive grants of lands
$10,000 a mils in money, the Jand gran
be_20,000 acres per mile, the price
which it waz to besold beiog settled by
:graement bstween the Goverament
@ contractors. In theoriginal schem
1872, it was provided that s subeidy
Shirty millisns in money and a land o
of fifty million acres of land shouid
given o the railway company undertak
“the comstraction of the road, and §
every alternate block of land should
slong $o the Government. Sp that, aceg
ing to that plan, the ffty million
were $o be rgservad by the Governmen
“ordsr fo pay with it the thirty miilies
-cash Yy, and fifty million were $q
@v_en to the compsny for the purpos
-aiding - tham in the construction of
q-o.d.’ In the bill of 1874, it is prov
$hat if the Government think it €xp
» ent, they may build the road as a Go
ment work, aad that was the plan ade
by the latoe Government in baild
$he line as far as it hag
-builé.  What would have been the po
-of the Iate Government in carrying it
the plains we don’t know, because at

*_“time they ceased to be a Government

~had not got onse far with the enterp
a8 to make it necessary for them tom
up their minds, or to annouses any pol
on the question. Bat it occurred %
when we came into offi 3e, that as the G
-erament had aszumed to covstruot the
a8 a Government work from Lake Supe
fo Red River, through a difficul$, exg
-sive, and poor country, which wounld
make any adequate retura for the e
and a8 it was quite clear that the raily
runaing westward from the Red Rive
She foot of the Rocky Mount
would rua through a prairie
try, a rich conatry, through a
try which would be weil ssttled,
would iavolve but little expense in rail
on, it wou'd be the heigh
Holly for us to give over that paying
road to a company. It
ok, I say, be wise for us to construct
of the road which would
n-mmmti ve, and hand over
na ve portion to a comp
{Applsuse ) So that the Governm
in fact, imitators of the Ame
which the hon. gentleman
but concérning which the H
: - thas neglec:ed t> inform
A% oura varies from it only on
side of l.ibc;ligy. (Hear, hear.) yBu
S, In making up our mind that
Toad should be built as well west of
Red River az east of the Red River, in
United States. In

thes Government, while
other block was given to the companies
<sale, . We stood in the position of él:,o
Way company, as well as of the Gove

. ment, and, therefore, we had to hold

‘hundred million acres, which were contd
ted by the comtinental scheme

x millions which would have belon
that soheme to the Government. o

_the fifty millions which would h:v:' g

%0 the company. Thus, then, the plang
United States and Canada were ider
eal In the mode of dividing the land
ting it to aid the construction
way. Then, air, the policy of
Government was net the policy of

Tt

" hom, friead, which he mentions in one p
- &ion of his spesch, namely, that of giv
‘:ﬂ away to actual

"tﬂm, heo:
1e Government when they laid
line from the Red River to Selk
ihm to the north of Lake Manitg
purpo-ucrdmllinth =
'way al e land

the line of the railway as prep
excluding thereby the emig

and excluding the applic:

sorip or land grants to the

and utilizing it for the p:
the country of a hea




