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(Chapter I—Continued.)

“Much obliged to you I'm sure. 1
shall try again when they. come to
town, of course.

Arranmore rose up.

“] -am going down to Christie’s to
see some old French manuseripts,” he
sai@. “Is that on your way?”

Molyneux shook his head.

“Going down to the House, thanks,”
he answered. “T'l look you up again
some -time, if I may.”

They walked out into the street to -
gether Arranmore stepped into his
brougham and was driven off. At the
top of St. James’ Street he pulled the
checkistring and jumped out. He had
caught a glimpse of a girl's face look:
ing into a shep window. He hastily
crossed the pavement and accosted
her, hat in hand.

“Miss Scott, will you permit me the
opportunity of saying a few worda to
you?”

Mary turned round speechless for
more han a minute or two.

«I will not detain you for more than
a minute or two 1 hope that you will
not refuse me.’

“] will listen to anythmg you have
to say, Lord Arranmore,” she said,
“but let me tell you that I have been
to see Mr. Ascough. He told me that
me that he had your .permission to
sexplain to me fully the reasons of your
coming to Montreal and the story of
your life before.”

“Well?”

She hesitated He stood before her,
palpably anxiously waiting for ‘her de-‘
cision.

“T was perhaps wrong to judge 30
hastily, Lord Arranmore,” she said,
sand 1 am inclined to regret my visit
to Enton. If you care to know it, I
do not harbor any animosity towards
you. But I eannot possibly accept
this sum. of ghoney. I dold Mr. As
cough so finally.”

“It is only justice, Miss Scoit,” he
gsaid, in a low tone. “] won the
money from your father fairly in one
sense,- but untairly in another, for I
was a good player and he was a very
poor one. ¥ou will do me a great, an
fmmeasurable kindness, if you will al-
low me to make this restitution:”

She shook her head.

“1f my forgiveness is of any value to
you, Lord Arranmore, ” ghe said, “you
may have it. ButI cannot accept the
money.”

“you have consulted no one?”

“No one.”

“You have a guardian or friends?”

“I have been living with my:uncle,
Mr. Bullsom. He has veen very kind
to me, and I have—"

“Mary!”

They both turned round. Selina
and Mr. Bullsom had issued from the
shop before which they stood. Both
were looking at Lord Arranmore with
curiosity, in Selina’s case mixed with
suspicion.

“Ig this your uncle?” he asked.
“Will you introduce me?”

Mary bit her lip.

“Uncle, this is Lord Arranmore,”
she said. “Mr. Bullsom, my cousin,
Miss Bullsom.” > i

Mr. Bullsom retained presence of
mind enough to ‘remove & new and
very shipy silk hat, and to extend a
yellow, dog-skinned gloveed hand.

“Very proud to meet your lord-
ship,” -he : declared. “I—I |, wasn’t
aware——"" " *+° Iy 39

Lord Arranmore extricated his
hand from a somewhat close grasp,
and bowed to Selind.

“We .are .neighbors, you know, Mr.
Bullsom,” he said, “at Medchester. 1
-met your niece there, and recognized
her at once, though she was a little
glip of a girl when T knew her last.
Her father and I were in Montreal to-
gether.” -

“God bless my soul,” Mr. Bullsom
exclaimed, in much excitement. “It’s
your lawyers, then,- who have been
advertising for Mary?”

Lord Arranmore bowed. -

“That is 807> he admitted. “I am
sorry to say that I cannot induce your
niece to look.upon a certain transac-
tion between her father and myself
from the same-business-like point of
view 1 think that you:-and I, Mr. Bull-
som, might come to a better under-
standing. Will you give me an ap-
pointment? I should like to discuss
the matter with you.”

“With the utmost -pleasure, my
lord,” Mr. Bullsom deeclared heartily.
“Can’t expect these young ladies to
see through a business matter, eh? 1
will come to your lordship’s house
whenever you like.”

“It would be quité useless, uncle,”
Mary interposed, firmly. “Lord “Ar-
ranmore has already my final answer.”

Mr. Bullsom was a little excited.

“Tat, tut,. child!” he extlaimed.
“Don’t talk nonsense. I sghould be

1 Brooks protested.

Lord Arranmore. Wé are staying at
the Metropole, and if your lordship
would call there tomorrow and -take
a bit of lunch, eh, about one o‘cbg,k
—§f it isn’t too great:a liberty.”
Selina had never loved her ta.ther
more sincerely. Lord Arranmore
smiled faintly, but good-humoredly.
«you are exceedingly kind,” = he
gaid. “For our business talk, perbaps,
it would be better if you: would come
to St. James’ House at, say 10.30, if
that is convenient. I will send a car
riage.”

“T'll -be ready prompt" Mr. Bull-
som declared. “Now, girls, we will
y good-afternoon to ' his lordship
and get a four-wheeler.”

Selina raised her eyes and dropped
them ‘again in the most opproved
fashion. Mr. Bullsom shook hands as
though it were a sacrament; Mary
who was annoyed, did not smile " at
all.

“This is all quite uBnecessary, Lord
Arranmore,” she said, while her uncle.
was signalling for a cab. -“I shall not
change my mind, and I am sorry that
you spoke to uncle about it at all.”.
“It is a gerious matter to me, Miss:
Scott,” Lord Arranmore said, gravely.
“And there is still another pomtof
view from which I might urge it.”

“It is wasted time." she déclared;
firmly. .

Selina detached herselt trom hex
father’s side, and stooed by Lord Ar-
ranmore’s_side. &

“I suppose you are otten in Lo;don
Lord Arzanmore?” she asked shyly.
“A great deal too often, he answer-
adiill ¥ ¢

“We read. about your beautiful par-
ties at Enton,” she said, with a sigh.
“It is such a lovely place.”

“I am glad you like it,” he answered
absently, - “¥- see  ypu unecle cann(x
find a four*wheéeler.. You must take
my carriage. 1 am only going a te\i
steps.”

Mary’s eager protest was drowned
jn- Selina’s shrill torrent of thanks
Lord Arranmore beckoned to hig
coachman, and the brougham, with its
pair- of ‘strong horses, drew up againg’
the pavement. The footman threw
open the door. Selina entered in
fever for fear a cab which ‘her. tathel

spond to his summons. Mr. Bﬁllsom
found his breath ;aken away. .

“We couldn’t posibly take your lord
ship’s carriage,” he protested.

“I have only & few steps to go, Mr
Bullgom; and it wonld be a kindness.
for. my horses are: never more than
half exercised. At 10.30 tomorrow
then.”

He stood bareheaded upon the pava-
ment for a moment, and Selina’s eyes
and sgmile had never; wo;ked ‘harder.
Mary leaned back, too angry ‘to speak.
Selina and Mr. Bullsom sat well for-
ward, @nd pulled both windows down.

CHAPTER II .
The Heckeling of Henslow:

Mr. Henslow, that you decline to fulfil’
your pledges given at the last elec-|
tion'?” Brooks asked, coldly ;

“Nothing of the sort,” Mr. Henslow
declared testily. You have no right
to suggest anythiug of the sort.”
“No. right!” S
“Certainly not. You are my agent,
and you ought’ to work with me in-
stead—"".

“I have already told you,” Brooks
inferrupted, “that I am nothing of thé
sort. I should not dream of acting

al resignation necessary, I will post
you one tomorrow. I am one of your
constituents, nothing more or léss. But
as I am in some measufe responsible
for your presence here, I consider my-
self within my rights in asking you
these questions.”

“I'm not going to be heetered"’ Mr
Henslow declared.

“Nobody wants to hector you' You
gave certdin pledges to us, and you
have not fulfilled one of them."

“They won't let me. I'm not here
as an independent Member. I'm here
as a Liberal, and Sir Henry himself
struck out my proposed question and
motion. I must go with the Party.”

“You know guite well,”” Brooks said;]
“that you are  within your rizhts 'ln
keeping the pledges you made to the
mass meeting at Medchester.”

Henslow shook his head.

“It would be no good,” he declared
“I've sounded lots of men about it. 1
myself have not changed. I believe in
gome measure of protection. I am a
firm believer in it.
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