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the Indian Reservation in the County of Glengarry, Report o Po-
~—if 80, how long 1——what is the desZriptjon ogf" ,Se't/- t’itl‘ig:n of lz;?o‘ ‘
tlers generally upon- that Reseryation !—are they ‘1"’(;!""““"" of
such us in your opinion, would‘use a_sound discre- ;f,:ﬁ':,:'mlff":,‘;’,
tion'in the exercise of the Elective Franchise 1—I Distriet,
am, and have been-acquainted with the Settlement ‘
for the last forty years—indeed nearly from its com- -
mencement ; 1 look upon the Settlers to be_a most
respectable class of Farmers, principally Highlanders,

and. to provide for'the due administration of Justice:
 therein, reported that the Committee had gone.
through the Bill, and had made several amendments
thereto, which amendments. were again rcad at the
Clerk's table. : S .
Ordered, That the said Bill besreferred to a Com-

* - mittee of the wholc House, tomorrow. - -

Distrist of
Gampb.

"ﬁnﬁmmﬁﬂ‘ . The Honoﬁraihl'chr. Boull‘on.‘fmm: the Speéial.

for Delit,

Inhnbitants of.

Commitiec, to which was referred the Bill to abols
ish imprisonment an’ Execution for Debt, and for
the punishment of fraudulent Debtors, reported that

the Committee had gone throngh the Bill and had

made scveral amendments ghereto, which dmend-
ments were again read at the Clerk's table.
Ordered, That the said Bill be referred to a Com-
mittee of the whole Iouse, on Tuesday next.

Mr.. Chesley from the Select Committee, to which
was referred the Petition of Alsxander McDonald
and others, Inhabitants of the Indian Rescrvation,

Eastern in .the Easlern District, presented to the House the

Report of the said Commitee, which was again
-read at the Clerk’s table; and 1s as followeth smm ™«

. %'That they proceeded in the enquiry referred to
them, and took certain Evidence in the matter,
which is hereunto appended, . :
_ By this evidence it isestablished, that the Indian
Tract was set apart as an Indian Reservation in
1785; that the Settlers thercon have been there
since 1794, and that they are as industrious, loyal,
intelligent, and well conducted as any otlier class of
rsons in. the Province;and arve all of Canadian
rench origin, or from the Mother Country. The
evidence further proves, thatalthough the nature of
“the tenure be leasehold of ninety-nine years, yet

those leases have been recognized by the Govern- ||

ment and a Superintendent appointed by the Go-

~wernor, in order that the rents’ might be properly .

collected for the benefit of the Indians, for whose
_advantage the Tract was. set apart. That the In-
habitants of this Tract have been assessed the same
as in other paits of the Province,and whilst they
have contributed their portion of the wages of Mem..
bers of Parliament, the privilege of clecling them

has hitherto been denied them,—whilst Settlers, )

exactly under similar circumstances, on the Indian,
Tract in the County of Beauharnois, settled at a far
‘more recent date,. viz., since 1819, and holding their

leases only for. thirty years, and not called on to |

contribute their portion to the payment of 8 of
‘Members, have been and are allowed, the full and
free exercisc of the Elective Franchise.

“ That before the Act_of Union, the peculiar
Constitution given to the Province of
da by the Imperial Act 31 Georgs HI, precluded
the extension of the Elective Franchise to this des-

: :ﬂtj@nm‘ﬁtlc, but by the Act of Union this dis-.
i

bility is now removed, and the Province hasliberty
" togrant, fully and fairly to all; one of the most ‘in-

valuable rights of the subjects of Great Britain,— |-

that of electing their own Representatives,
% They therefore, most respe

into effect. -

wFriday; io:bedvember..l"m‘ :
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o af@oﬁnbll'nma‘ g IndDonaId on. :‘-qﬂéd"in; andexam-
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« Will'you:be. pleased:to:state your name; profes-
aﬁ P -state P
sionor cal ’

ing1—Donald MeDonalik, Colonel of the:
‘Regiment; and'fornerly Member for. the

b = SRR

County of-Gleng

| should justly, be extended.

Cana-

respectfully recommend'
- that the prayer of the Petition be granted, and that|
a Bill be introduced to carry this recommendation |

of great industry; there are aiso°many. Canadian
fainilies, loyal, industrious .and well behaved, to -
‘whom' the Elective Franchise might safely, and
#'Were you present at a meeting held at Martin.
town, in. the month of January last, by the Inhabit-
tants on ssid Reservation,—If 8o, please state what
took place at that Meéting, and your opinion there-

representation of the intelligence and respectability |
of the Tract.—A Petition was presented at ‘that
Meeting, asking for. the Elective Franchise,and was '
most fully and.generally concurred in, indeed with-
out one dissenting voice: ' ‘ ‘

~ % Are the Inhabitants on the Indian Reservatinn,

{lin wealth, influence, enterprize and rloyalty, equal

to those in the surrounding Townships of the Ens.
terni District 1—Fully 80, in every qualification equz!
to any part of the Province of Upper Canada, or
that of Lower Canada, in which I have been.
- #Are you aware that they are, and have been,
gince their earliest settlement on said Indian Reser-
vation, rated and assessed- alike with' the other In-
habitants of the District 7—Certainly, they are, and
always have been, even to the tax for the wages of
Members of Parliament, though they wereexchided
from voting for and against, which they have long
and loudly complained of. R
* What is your opinion as to the propriety of con<
ferring on those inhabitants the right to excrcise the
elective franchise, and the best mode to effect that
object I—The first part of that question I have an-
-swered before; I cannot see why a distinction
should have been made with persons similarly
situated in other Provinces; those residing within,
the former limits, of Lower' Canada; have always
excrcised their elective rights, whereas' those ocen-
ving lands under thesime tenure in Upper Canada,
ave been denicd that right; further I‘lam informed
that by a Provincial Act of Lower Crnadu, settlers
under location tickets now, are entitled to vote for
Members of the Provincial Parliament. o
-« Would the annexation of thé Indian Reservation
to the present constitucney of Glengarry, tend to
produce any political change or bias at future elec-
tions; or in other words, do they différ in any mate-
rial pomitsfrom the' ather inhabitants of the Coun.
tiy I~Certainly not, the composition of the people
of that tract is the same as that of the County of
Glengarry. o
| «Monday, 20th November, 1843.
. “Lieutenant-Colonel Duncan MecDomald, cailed
in and examined’ ! ‘

- wBe_pleased to_state. your name, place of resi-

| dente, professionaad additions 1=~ Duncan McDon-

ald, Lieuteriant-Colonel in the Milite, J. P., and

SurveyorofLand: o ‘
. * Are you acquainted with"a trast of Land in the

Bastern Districk of Western Canaic; known as the
Saint Régis Tndisny’ Reservation—ii so. state its
position; length; breadth; and:area of crés 1< ap ;

18 0£30/000"dcres of land; twentvifive miles

-
| upwards of 30,000:acres of'land, twei -
Lflong;¢3peax:ly;g.wo‘¢hrga§;:;bmm3§ "o the East'by the

o - ‘. Fﬂ 4 oria '

Townshiph of Cl and: Kenyon; on

yolGlengarry, . . . .. - {|he-Oewa Distictis frontioF e
“A&eyd&;;«i%wiﬁh%ﬁw&mmgmuﬁw fremce. - - T 50' '

Westby. Cornwall ind: Rozborough
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on ] was present at that Meeting ; it wasa fair +



