
TM

nnmlx-r of city companies that do busin-w on the 
participation «lii. h plan, is doubllc»» familiar to 
most of your traders. After raying a dit kiriid to 
stockholders, 75 per cent of the nstuaisiing profit* 
are distributed among the participating policies of 
customers, redeemable in tne future at the pleasure 
of the company, such scrip bearing 4 per cent 1 
interest Althoogh the number <f our partivipe- 1 
ting companies is not large, the list embn.ee» 
Krrpl strong offices, such as the Continental and 
Vitia n’s. The* scrip sceueiulaboua an- charged 
as aliabitity by the Insurance Department. But 
how anueh of an asset is it, aa respects the scrip 
lioldbta. If the comjauty unfortunate,
the- iirplux is hrat swept away, ed with it all 
the lvalue of the acrip certificates ! Therefore, 
many underwriters insist that the script should 
not be charged aa a liability. U is urgeil that 
the <jompenies do net assume sny linal slwolute 
liability, beyond that of calling in tb* scrip from 
year to year, as the company’s condition may 
warrant it

Among a people so eminently progressive and 
intelligent as we Americans claim to l-c, a direct 
control ever public affairs, whieh our form of 
government guarantees, naturally gives rise to 
frequent conventions and popular assemblages, 
convened for almost ever) voncevaHe purjHwe 
but 1 believe a public meeting, called to denounce 
a life iuauranee company, is something of a 
novelty. Such, however, waa the purpose of some 
150 Germans, who not long since assembled at s 
hall “on the Bowery "—that grand boulevard of 
New York Teutons. The Knickerbocker Life 
wss the oldective point of their demonstration. 
Its agents hsd been lying to them, bad deceived 
them in the name of the company. The* stuiple- 
mindeo people thought that the compeny ought 
to be res|»n*ible for the acts of its agents, but its 
President, Erastus Lyiuan, through the columns 
of the Tribune, calmly inform eu them that the 
company waa responsible only for its written con­
tracts, and that it was their duty to have eiamined 
the policies snd know what their rights and obli- 
lions were. This is all true enough, but thaw 
companies are to be congratulated who hare 
agents resjnctable end veracious enough to com­
mand the resjiect and cnnlidence, rather than the 
indignation of asauraute. And how doe» it ha 
pen that the Knickerbocker is 
a Aided by so many lying agents 1 Is a corpora 
tion, like a man, known by the <

sodden draught of air ; at leant no evidence can 
be adduced to favour the tlicnry of incendiarism.

May 15.—A ire was discovered in a disused 
ice bouse, left standing on a vacant lot on St 
James stn-et, doubtless occasioned by aoroe house­
less vagrants ^bo had sought shelter there. To 

l*É lirai of the reels was theeitiuguiah it, on the am
work of • few minutes, and I «Toed inrtuny de­
stroying the floor and the roof, and alarming the 
neighbourhood no damage waa done.

May'S».— Ill pm—A Are broke out among 
some "iwden ehrdt and etsblesin rear of the angle 
formed by the junction of Cemetery and SL 
Antoine streets, belonging chiefly to the Mc- 
Nanuee’s fitafly. Owing to the nature of the 
buildings and (heir contents, the fire sprawl with
alarming rapidity, destroying the fragile erection* 
and their contenu in which h originated, and

if the houses on
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i INSURANCE MATTERS IN MONTREAL

(From our own Correspondent)
Montreal, 16th May, 1871.

Evcnti since last advices have tended to some­
what shake your correal «rident’« faith in the per­
manent improvement which he endeavoured to 
persuade himself had auj-crvtned in the tone of 
public morals in respect of fire* in this fair city.

May 18.—A fire, attributable ta no kn. wn cause, 
broke out this afternoon, in a pile of lumber near 
the carpenter's shop of F. McMann, 6t François 
de Salles Stn-et ; the brigade were promptly on 
the spot, and extinguished the Ire before it had 
time to spread. No iuauranee. Some children at 
play are credited with the occurrence.

The same evening, the grass on Isle Ronde, an 
islet, a little below St. Helen's laiand, in the St. 
Lawrence, was found to be on fire, And burned 
until it exhausted itae'f ; as these were no build­
ings on the islet, the damage waa coafiued to the 
destruction of the herbage; can*, probably, sparks 
from a passing steamer.

Seme evening, an alleged attempt was made to 
fire the Lou* of Dr. J. Baker Edwards, an emi­
nent analytical chemist, .by setting fire to some 
shaving» in the passage. It is, however, more 
likely to have been occasioned by gros» csrelcss- 
i.eas than wilfulnesa (which is scarcely an extenu­
ation), by a workman throwing down a lighted 
match into the heap ; where it might have smoul­
dered for hours until fanned irtio activity by a

and their contenu in 
materially damaging the rears of 
Cemetery, 8t Antoine and 8t. Margaret-Streets, 
the inhabitants of which sustained considers Me 
low by the hasty removal of their effects into the 
streets. On (he arrival of the brigade on the 
scene, they direct,si their effort* in the first ia- 
s tan ce to prcneit the extension of the fire, among 
the eutierior building* fronting on the strreta, 
which kaving by vigorous snd well-directed efforts 
soon accaraplithed, the suppression of it among 
the wooden buildings was a comparatively easy 
task. Besides other contents, two horses belong­
ing to a Parternianied Quinn were lost The par­
ticulars of the low in detail have not yet been as­
certained; 1 ,

The Firemen bad not concluded their duties in 
St Antoine »t reet, when another alarm sounded 
on account of another fire which had broken out 
in a sUble in rear of the house of Mr. Taft, 
Architect, Teèumwtb Terrace, Bleury Street ; 
this t.re in nnfay respects resembled the other, 
it broke out in » wooden aUble, among a cluster 
of similar buildings, between Bleury, Jurois, 
Anderson snd Laugauchetiere Streets, and quickly 
communicated] to the rears of the houses fronting 
on those streets. Some thirty families had to 
liaatily remove their eflecti for safety into the 
streets, and presented a piteous i|>ectaclc - 
mothers urd young children silting in the mulet 
of their furniture exposed to the raw bight air. 
After battling Ipitli the flames for over an hour 
the Brigade succeeded in suppressing it ; but 
here as in the former case, two valuable horses 
besides a cow, wen- lost Thae low is very con­
siderable and Wide spread, but full particulars are 
not yet knowp. There is too much rraaon to 
believe that hdtli those fire*-were wilful ; the Fire 
Commissioners are engaged in their investigation; 
and any jvvelujion that may be elicited snail be 
commuiecatrdjin courue.

Mr. <dwii(| Bawling*, the manager of the life 
snd guarantee department of the Citizens' In­
surance Comp any of this City, having retired from 
that position, the directors have conferred the ap­
pointment on »lr. Ed ward j Stark, who has been 
connectai will the concern since it» first establish­
ment aa the " European," several years «go.

I'
Fire Rrctnm.—Niagara Fills, May.—D. O 

Canfield's saw Mill, near the Cataract Hnosr. waa 
burnt down. ] it is supposed to hare been the 
work of an incendiary. «Mr. Canfield's low is 
about 97. 000,[insured for $«,000.

St. Stephen! May--A fire ww discovered in 
Mr. John Henson's beru at Union Mills St. 
Stephen, -which resulted in destroying Mr F. 
Smith's dwell pig, an adjoining store occupied by 
Mr. R. AdamialH^ Henson's dwelling sod barn 
where the fire jriginsted Smith's wee insured for 
91,400, and Hibson's |600.

St. CathlUjtis, May 16—A fir» destroyed four 
dwelling houses and a barn on Duke and James 
streets, oceuf iod by O. P. M. Ball, Wm. A. 
MitllC-cVger( '«trick Riley and A. F. Pattereon. 
Tha buili&igs Ic ing frame were entirely consumed. 
Ixwe al<»t(l 810,000. Insured for 94,000. The 
fire originated from an ash barrel on the premises 
of Mr. Ball. All the occupants weed their effects.

Barrie, May 1<L—An extensive fire took jdece 
there burning down the Primitive Met hod is 
Chun*, insured, for $500 The furniture wss 
weed. Mr. Ball's planing faetnry was also bornai, 
end is a total low, nothing bang saved. A large 
lot of lutnlier that wss standing in proximity to 
the factory, ww burned ; no insurance, total low 
estimated to be between 9s.000 and 810,006; 
The fire originated from tlie furnace in the factory 
whilst the men were at dinner.

Quebec, May 14 —A large «re occurred this 
morning in Roche's; late Gilmour'a, core. A 
large ww mill, lately erected, and twenty dwel­
ling houew were completely destroyed, entailing 
a heavy lorn to the proprietor. The insurance is 
only for 9®, 800 in the Quebec office and 93.800 
in the Provincial Total lorn, 981,000. Incen­
diarism is suspected.

Township of Etobicoke, May—The residence of 
Francis Silverthorn, was burned. The firs caught 
in the roof from the 1 «ruing out of the chimaeyL 
No insurance, but moat of the household goods 
were saved.

Paria, May A—The large stone dwelling house 
of Mr. Thomas O’Neil is, situated on the Paris 
and Ayr sued, ww totally destroyed by Are, low 
heavy ; insurance small.

L ndon. May 11.—A Are occurred to-day at 
the corner of Wellington end King streets do­
st roving s row of frame bousrs, owned by Mr. 
Stanley, ami occupied by Mr. T. Yirrell shoe­
maker. *nd four other families. Lew she* ' 
91,000; no insurance.

Walker!on. May 11—A Are broke out in the 
foundry snd machine shop of Mr. Blair, at noon 
to-dav, and in a short time the entire premium 
were mimed to the ground. The lire originated 
from the fiurnace of the engine. The rntine 
machinery, planer, engine, patterns snd took» 
weir consumed. A man named White ww con- 
aiderablv bum cl and on* of Noxon's workmen, 
named McDowell, had hia leg broken in two 

Mr. Blair'» low is about six thousand 
lane No insurance.

Yarmouth. N. 8. April 87.—An unoccupied 
house in Tusket Village, owned by Henry T. 
Goudey, ww destroyed by fire on the 14th. Part­
ially insure,!. A Shingle Mill near Sloe ne'e Lake, 
on one of the branche» of the Tusket River, also 
owned Mr. Goody, waa destroyed by fire with all 
it* contents. No insurance. An unoccupied 
house st Plymouth, owned by W. J. Hatfield, ww 
consumed. Insurance 9860.

Woodhouw Township; May.—The bam of Mrs. 
R. Nellis, wss burned ; low stated at 91, 600 in­
sured in Victoria Mutual for 91, too.

—The schooner Hanxet Queen, from Chicago, 
with 21,000 bushels of com, struck on a shoal 
in Kingston harbor, and had to be bee- bed to 
prevent her sinking on the 14th hay. Captain 
Allen, the Insurance Inspector, had two elevators 
at work at her within two h/urs, and it is expect­
ed the hulk of the grain will be weed. It i* 
time thie skoal was properly mai ked, as vessels 
are continually grounding on it The eehoener 
MonitctUo, on entering jawt, ran into the acheoe* 
Jfixer, which ww ly.ng et the wharf, causing 
alight damage to her.
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Compàxt.— 
article of the

The 8tas»a*d Larr. Amceaxci C 
The following appears in the moneÿ er 
London Times of 21st April:—The forty-fifth 
annual general meeting ->f the Standard Life 
Assurance Company was held at Edinburgh, on 
Thursday, the 26th April. 1871, when the fol­
lowing results were communicated : New amar­
ine* effected, *1,181,389.3s lOd at* or 95,760,- 

.................. * 1, 030 ; premiums000 ; number of rieiides issued, 1, 930 ; pr.n*iu 
on new policies, £41 725, 14e 8d stg , 92<>C 9b. , 
assurances in force, upwards of £16,000,(Xki stgr, 
or shout seventy-eight million dollars ; revenus, 
upwards of £706,0^0 stg., or about throe million 
dollars and a-half ; invested fund upward* of 
£4,006,000 stg., or about nineteen million dollars 
and a-half. A special meeting is to be held in 4 
few weeks to dinde profita. »
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