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Elevator Bill Becomes Law
Oe Tl»i4i> M|h. Mank U. IW 

Maart-t* KW «•!..« Ml au alMhtnl 
•a IW W«l.le««» h, Ikr faaafanaal. 
paaaa4 iM iaa4èa« ,,4 
m»4 Ib Mfaaiar* 4 Ikr hrelreaal 
awim anl 4a> la I h, k*rl- 
nkanl naaklw -a Tarwia? dlrxiaa 
la» ia>aHa»l rkee«a» eaaa ee4».
Ikr affiafialaa ri»ær Ureea rlalaaM, 
a Mr Ikr a al y yrf rral yrlllra rlaarr 
aaa aaaaki ee Ikat Ikr Hrrl#r »M*r. 
eaây la BeéeU akraa Ikr Jraaaaaaral a ill 
kr a.kr.l la faealfwl ara rlraelefa TW 
ke. a» kaaky >mm4. 
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Government Made Concessions on Two 
Points, but Refused to Appoint 

an Independent Commission

«

lU êe soi » «H«o|Nil)f bel • cowpHilis* 
•tsârm I *Utrd. œ ikr ereoud rrs4i>|- 
lUl»»rel eiU «Ul in mj judgment Ikr wreyrr *yslrm. 

1er* Tkr Ikr ptnfrl . fl« le MM • HHMopolv 
er,t Ikr«| Mil «4 Ikr ImimStm. 4 possible I think 
M meffe 4 Ikr people «ko il* m4iS| fer hn*

le iNpMl *«rk 
kr InuMlSf «4 Ikr 

wawswhaUe II

4ÜM (Ma (ifMWi Hmiiw 
le ( aeeitlM

Al Ikr rewmillrê ds|r of Ikr Klrnlnr 
Ml i T G-ed** mosed thaï Ikr Hew*# 
prrvtèsi 1er Ikr (efrlev el etMèug 
«kvalnr* is4 Ikr •«ieg <4 Ikr prirw kr 

l»jr striking eel Ikr word*, 
"bel en! alb.wing M^lkrai 1er franchise, 
■dri or Um el k«MKe • Mr 
Gordo* Mil kr Uk-wsM Ikr emeudmewi 
should kr paorl i» fairwe** le Ikoer «ko 
ked veetrd ialrfrdi iu Ikr elevator

Tkr mèeielet «federation .Mr < eldweR. 
mité kr rweld eet errept Ikr aarsleril 
Tkr rie ear we» suggested b» Ikr memorial 
el Ikr Grsia Grower». Ile pointed eet 
Ikel emrr ikr expropriation rleear ked 
brr» drnppnl Imie Ikr b4l. Ikèa provision 
roeld œly kr Ukre advantage ni m 

e egotiating Ikr purchase <4 an rlrvetor. 
Tkr dww would Bel kr hwndeeeeme 
brr a ear Ikr perehaw ol ee elevator 
would be e metier «4 agreement hr I wren 
Ikr commissioner* end Ikr owners

Tkr amendment wee Iml without *
division

Tkr remaining rlaeers were passed 
witkout amendment

Mr. Gordon moved Ike addition of e 
rlauae aa follows: "Wherever, el any 
«talion, there is more then one elevator 
in esistmee el Ikr lime, Ikr said govern- 

- tnrat or rommimêm «kail deride to 
purchase or build an elevator, Ike policy 
el Ikr government or commission shall 
be to acquire if pomihie. all the elevators 
at aw*

can hr mode to pey.!—R—, SB •
before, that 4 Ikr people who want I hie 
legislation would be wilbng to put up 
any deSni*. all right If *■■>* «ere g^ng 
into competition with a business men 
take for instance if yon went into com
petition wilk Ike hardware man in your 
own lone joe would want lo Cgure owl 
what hnainraa yen were going In de, 
as it would not |«e safe lo Sgure owl 
Ikel you were going to get it all. and tkr 
other man none These figures are use- 
lev*. to consider in connection with a 
competitive system, because they do not 
prove that tkr letter could be made lo
p«r

If these people would lake one or 
other vide <4 Ike question I could undrr* 
«land lkern Utter If they would say 

for this legislation 
losses, let them

ever, not satisfactory or «wScieot The 
amendment wherh provided that •*» per 
rent of Ike farmers r**ainbol«*r» In * 
proposed government elevator ibouM 
only pledge Ikrmsrlves lo 
rlrvalor in Ike rear «4 Ike 
rle valor, rvmemrd still 
was just as unworkalJe ia the one rave 
a* in tkr other

In ruinertmn with ikr commission 
to be appointed be did not think Ike 
arksm* would be a success rcrept under 
Ikr control of an entirely independent 
rommiarson The resp«m«Ulily for tkr 
carrying out of tkr scheme should U 
placed upon tkr commission and tkr- V- - —4-4 | __ ----- - »..l I— |„ |L.•wi isi isfi* —n is * * — |———— » y ■ lu i s*
U-gidature Tkr rsimmimion should kr 
entirely free from political control and 
from patronage, no matter what govern-

I fait I be people asking for tkiv legislation 
would pet up for the lames, let them 
have il. but I any we have no business

Norm then moved Ike following 
ment to Ike amendment;

"Thai this bill be not now a mad third 
lime but referred hark to committee of 
Ikr whole with instructions to amend 
Ike same so aa to make the commission 
directly responsible to the legislature.*’ 

Men Mr. Ragera
lion Robert Rogers replied on behalf 

<4 tkr government as follows: "I desire

Government's Policy 
The minister «4 education again pointed 

out that the amendment merely stated 
a matter <4 policy and it was not usual 
or ecccseery to include statements or 
policy in a bill The policy <4 the govern
ment in connection with the ale valors 
ked been discussed from time to time and 
H was dear that it was their intention 
to establish elevators wherever required.

The attorney-general supported the 
minister of education on this point and 
the amendment was defeated

The bill was finally reported by the 
committee without amendment 

George Steele Objects 
When the third reading of the bill 

was moved in the House. George Steele, 
member for Cypress, said be considered 
that he made his position on the bill 
dear when it was rtad a second time. 
He only wanted to supplement what he 
said on that occasion by again making 
his position plain. **I stated when the 
bill was being read a second time,” ke 
said, “that I would not oppose it on 
condition that the people who were 
asking for this legislation would produce 
figures to convince me tllat it could 
be made to pay. Now. sir. I bold in 
my hand the figures that were submitted 
by the committee of the Grain Growers* 
Association, and they are based not upon 
the clauses of this bill but upon thnr 
getting a monopoly of the trade. They 
get a surplus by getting all the grain 
that is grown in the province, by getting 
storage charges on all the grain grown 
in the province and the initial charges 
aa well.

"I submit these are not figures that 
are of any use to this House. They 
are sot the figures I naked for. because

to pass a bill of this kind, which, in mv

Clgmcnt. means that the people will 
ve to make up large deficits. I, at 

the risk, perhaps, of being told that I 
am a nice kind of a farmer, submit that 
I do not want any legislation that is 
not fair to every person. The attorney- 
general told us that it was not the policy 
<4 the government to be unfair in the 
matter. That is all right. I presume 
it is not the policy of the government 
to he unfair in the matter but it all gets 
back to this—that if you want to be fair 
you have got to make a monopoly of it. 
No other way is fair. I just want to 
say. in closing, that, having taken the 
position I did. I submit the figures 
submitted to the agricultural committee 
this afternoon have not convinced me 
that this bill will provide a sound financial 
proposition."

Mr. Steele moved an amendment to 
the third reading to the effect that as 
no figures had been submitted showing 
that the system of elevators would pay, 
the bill be not read a third time now but 
that it be read six months hence.

Norris Proteste
T. C. Norris, leader of the opposition, 

stated that the opposition had not ob
jected 16 the bill going to the committee 
as they had expected that the bill would 
there be amended. It was true that there 
had been amendments. They were, how

to say a word in respect to the amendment 
and the amendment to the amendment 
now before this House. I beg to say 
at once that the government cannot 
accept either the amendment or the 
amendment to the amendment. We 
feel the position and the responsibility 
of the task which we have had in hand. 
It is brought about as the result of petitions 
on behalf of very large and responsible 
numbers of the citizens of Manitoba. 
We had presented to us. as this House 
is already aware, ffHitioiw signed.by some
thing like eight thousand people asking 
for the very bill which is now before us 
to be read as third time. Now. sir. my 
honorable friend, the" minister of edu
cation, went to Brandon, and there made 
a pledge on behalf of this government, 
and we are here to-night, Mr. Speaker, 
to carry out our platform, and that pledge, 
and that undertaking, and we believe 
that the bill before the House fulfils 
to the very letter of the law, to the very 
letter of the understanding at that time, 
the pledge as made by my friend, the 
minister of education.”

Cannot Accept Principle 
“Now, then, it is true my honorable 

friend, the leader of the opposition, 
has, upon a former occasion, as on the 
present, moved an amendment that we 
should have this matter dealt with by 
the leeidetiire. instead of hv a measure

it centred Now. sir. ik, 
is a" pria*ii.U wkwk •• ranaot sad wtS 
n«t accept because. Mr speaker, it Wee|g 
eat carry with it a gweraetec. or H ww*M 
e«»t by aey form that ke* Us perweled
tu Hu* How*-, make clear tket Ike Ul 
under ewrk rue dilue* a* tket s«gj 
be wurirfbfte ia aey tkefe or form, end | 
weal to say tket we kave not been asked 
by an> number «4 peuple fur *wrk a kal 
a* that suggested in tbe amendment 
lo tbe amendment aa proposed by ib 
leader of tbe uppwntsue We a#w leUMbap 
owr r«»ndit*je* and our under «landing « 
reaped to tbe plan adopted end «eggvstsd
• Ua we wederlunk to cam Hus mensem 
into effect, and in order that I may hr 
able to make dear to Hus llwwse «ad 
to tbe people uf this country that w« 
are doing Ibis In accordance with tb
• ••hr* «4 tbe grain grower* uf Mam 
tuba. I am going to read tu you a pod on 
nf a letter a«ldrrs*ed by rrumeatatn*» 
wf tbe grain grower» uf this province 
to tbe minister uf trade and commerce 
at Ottawa, and dated aa late aa Janaary SI 
lad. and I wish tbe honorable me when 
of this House lo take note of Ike refers Me 
in this Irltrf in respect to the plan they 
suggest aa being Ike only sound and 
workable plan wader which it could ke 
carried out to the satisfaction «4 the 
people of this province.

The Latter
"The letter is addressed to Mir Richard 

< artw right, minister «4 trade and com
merce. and ia as follows:

” In fwrtker reference to owr inter
view on January i* respecting 
certain proposed amendments la 
the Manitoba Grain Act, and the 
acquiring and operating of the 
privately-owned terminal elevators 
at Fort William and Fort Arthur 
by tbe government <4 Canada as 
a public utility, we beg to submit 
the following memorandum

"That the terminal elevators at 
Fort William and Port Arthur be 
owned and operated by the Dominion 
government through a commission, 
thereby increasing their usefulness 
to the farming community of the 
western province», and that our 
executive bring pressure to bear 
upon the Dominion government to 
this effect as soon as possible.** 
"A little later on they deal with thr 

question in tbe Mb»wing language:
"At the same time they recognise 

what is generally conceded in < anada, 
and more fully, perhaps, in t>e 
lotted State», that corporations 
cannot efficiently be controlled by 
legislation; that in the matter of 
grain storage elevators where the 
operation is in control of dealers 
in grain, no legislation or system of 
supervision will be effective in prevent
ing abuses that are detrimental 
to tbe farming and milling interests 
Tbe only effective remedy they can 
suggest is for the provincial govern
ments to own and operate tbe eleva
tors in their respective provinces, 
and for the Dominion government 
to acquire and operate the terminal 
elevators at Fort William and Port 
Arthur.

"The provincial governments of 
the prairie provinces have yielded 
to public opinion, conceded the 
principle, and are moving in the 
direction of providing necessary pub
lic storage at interior points.

“ l nless the Dominion government 
will accede to our request as above 
expressed, what is being done in 
the west will fall far short of accom
plishing the purposevfor which it was 
intended.

"In view of these important con
siderations, and that those terminal 
elevators are the only vulnerable 
point on this most important trade 
route for grain from prairies to 
seaboard, the exceptional nature of 
the ^situation fully justifies tbe 
government entering into the under-

X
V

 S V
 X

X
V


