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ÿortnt. V

Sabbath Invitation.
BY BLBI UA CARROI-

Kweet Sabbath hells ! I love that chime—
“ Come, worehip here !"

With winged feet I upward climb 
On holy prater.

1 mount i I soar ; I meet you there.
Above the world, in purer air.

Sweet Sabbath bells ! I chime with you—
“ Come, worship here !"

Xot now the rich, nor favored few 
Invite to prayer,

“ Sot you, ye wronged end erring, come ;
There • room w ithin—for you there’» room."

Sweet Sabbath belle ! Call now the poor—■
“ Come, worehip here !"

Oh ! house of God, with open door 
Imite to prayer—

“ Come in ye heavy laden, come ;
There’» room for you—for all there’s room.”

Go in, ye injured and oppressed - 
Go, worehip there !

Go in, ye lonely and diatreeaed—
Kneel ye in prayer ;

Kneel with the rich, thy brothers near—
God loveth all hia children here.

Together round the altar bow.
And worship there ;

Utter in voices sweet and low,
Your simple prayer.

Christ atendeth there with open palms,
Waiting to fold you in hia anna.

Enter, my willing soul to-day,
And worship there ;

Here, where the poor and erring pray,
Offer thy prayer.

God surely fills this holy place.
For all his children see his face !

Sweet Sabbath bells ! Chime thro’ the week— 
“ Come, worship here !"

Through every holy effort speak,
“ Thia, this ie prayer."

Chime, voice, sweet, through every day—
“ Fray with thy hands—through labor pray.”

.Sweet Sabbath bell» in heaven’» dome,
Call to u« here :

“Ye earth-worn, tossed and weary, come—
Thy rest ia near ;

Thy Father's house hath room for thee—
On Mount of Faith it» portal see !”

— Christian Inquirer.

of Methudiat preaching, while irréligion and 
wickedness openly prevailed ; and he persuad
ed the Conference to establish several Home 
Missions, for whose support, to a considerable 
amount, he made himself responsible. For 
time they were sustained out of the general

▲ Line from Experience.
I sought f°r peace 'mid earthly joys. 

Roaming the world-field o’er ;
Eager I grasped life’s glittering toys, 

And panted still for more.

My thirst unslaked, insatiate still,
1 drank at pleasure's fount ;

Each varied form with desperate will, 
I bent to my account.

But in my mad career, a voice 
Pierced inward from above—

“ No peace ! the wicked ne’er rejoice 
Till saved liv pardoning love."

I bent my ear, the voice was sweet ;
It won mv soul tv God ;

Now all Immortal raptures meet
-■ In Christ my risen Lewd,

—Zion’s Herald.

JUligious Jftisttllann.
Dr. Coke.

[Concluded.]
Dr. Coke was a true friend of mankind, 

citizen of the world, in the best and highest 
sense. Wherever he saw a people that needed 
the Gospel, slid were likely to profit by it, he 
was ready to impart the boon, whatever might 
be the danger or the cost. When the French 
people had freed themselves from the grinding 
oppression under which they had long groaned, 
and declared themaelts» the friends of liberty, 
civil and religious, he' hastened to Paris, where 
he purchased a church. Mid, with the aid of a 
French Minister from" one of the Channel Is
lands, commenced an evangelical service, pro
claiming the glorious Gospel of the blessed God 
as the inerument of true freedom. A few indi
viduals attended two or three times, and then 
left the Doctor and his associate to preach to 
each other. At the same time they were given 
significantly lo understand that, if they did not 
speedily depart, they would pay the forfeit of 
their lives ; for the friepds of atheistic and re
publican liberty would certainly hang them from 
one of the ropes stretched across the streets, 
from which the lamps w ere suspended. When 
the lateTfcv. Walter Griffith preached a sermon 
in Wakefield on :the occasion of Dr. Coke’s 
death, we remember to have heard him say, in 
reference to the ungodliness and levity of the 
Parisians at this time, “ Wherefore is there a 
price in the hand of a fool to get wisdom, see
ing he hath no heart to it ?”

Ireland also had a large share in the benevo- 
lent sympathies of Dr. Coke, and proved a more 
fruitfol field than the metropolis of France. He 
travel* extensively in the island, presided for 
several years in the Irish Conference, took a 
lively interest in the Irish Missions which were 
carried on in the more neglected districts of the 
country by Oualey, Graham, and others, who 
were accustomed to preach on horseback, in the 
fairs and markets, to the Romish peasantry 
many of w liom received the truth with eager
ness end joy, while their Priests gnashed their 
teeth with rage. For several years he was re
garded as a sort of guiding star to the Irish Me
thodists, who were greatly benefited by hia coun 
eel and ministry. One of his acts, however, in
tended for their advantage, did not display his 
usual judgment He compiled a hymn-book, to 
be used in their congregations instead of Mr. 
Wesley'» Collection. But “ no man, having 
drunk old wine, straightway desireth new ; for 
he smith, * The old ia better.” After a while, 
the substitute for Mr. Wesley’s Hymn-Book was 
.beratra^st and the better volume restored, to 
the joy of every-one who was duly qualified to 
judge between the two.

To Dr. Coke it waa matter of deep regret 
that extensive disÉweü MFagtand a sit ileffiBu H

i

Missionary Fund, which was mostly replenished 
by his exertions and liberality, and was available 
in behalf of all the Methodist Missions al home 
and abroad.

In the discussions which took place after the 
death of Mr. Wesley, with respect lo religious 
service in Methodist chapels during church 
hours, and the administration of the sacraments 
by the Methodist Preachers, he took his full 
share, and appears to have generally leaned to 
tlie liberal side, thinking that the Societies ought 
not to be coerced, but allowed full liberty of con
science in all matters relating to the worship of 
God. He had a great dread of strife and divi
sion ; yet he would preserve the pastoral office 
in all its integrity, believing that Christ holds 
His Ministers responsible not only for the main
tenance of the truth, but also for the purity of 
the church.

From the facts which have been already ad
duced, it will appear that the life of Dr. Coke 
was one of incessant activity i ret he waa a dili
gent economist of time, and waa therefore able, 
amidst his other engagements, to cultivate liter
ary habits. At the request of the Conference, 
he compiled s voluminous Commentary on the 
holy Scriptures, which has been of great use. 
especially to junior Minister*. To some extent 
it has been superseded by the more recent Com
mentaries of- Clarke and Benson ; but it is 
still worthy of a place in the student's library, 
as a book of reference, for it contains things 
which are not elsewhere accessible to an English 
reader. He wrote a “ History of the' West 
Indies," in three octavo volumes ; “ Letter* to the 
Methodist Connexion," in defence of the doctrine 
of the Holy Spirit's witness of a believer’s 
adoption, in answer to an attack from the pen of 
the Rev. Melville Home, who professed to un
derstand Mr. Wesley's view, on that subject 
better than the men who had entered into Mr. 
Wesley’s labours. He wrote many minor pub
lications, and was in extensive publisher of re
ligious tracts. He published also a “ Cottage 
Bible," in the quarto rile, intended for domes
tic use, containing brief reflection* at the end of 
each chapter. It appears that by Ins authorship, 
instead of realising considerable profits, which 
he doubtless intended to apply to Missionary 
purposes, he sustained a heavy loss. This was 
to be expected, a* he was hia own publisher. 
While he was travelling “ o’er land and ocean 
without rest,” printers, correctors, binders, and 
booksellers were carrying on their operations, 
and making their respective charges, all of which 
the Doctor had to meet ; while no efflUeut aget 
cy was at work to secure an adequate return by 
the sale of his volumes. Happily for him, such 
was his private fortune, that he was ahle to meet 
the demands that were made upon him : but, 
like some hopefol men of the quill, he paid for 
the gratification of instructing his readers. For 
some time the celebrated Samuel Drew was his 
literary assistant and associate ; but to what 
extent we believe no one knew but themselves, 
and the secret died with them.

The doctor possessed in a high degree the 
confidence and respect of the- Methodist body. 
He was twice elected to the honourable office 
of President of the Conference, and seventeen 
times to tlie office of Secretary ; and they freely 
conceded to him the general management of 
their Missions, having a foil conviction of his 
faithfulness, liberality, Mid zeal.

He was twice married, but his connubial hap
piness was of comparatively short duration. 
The ladies to whom he was thus allied, like 
himself, were both considerably advanced in life 
liefore they entered into this holy and honoura
ble estate. They travelled with him ; and in 
both oases the happy pair attracted observation in 
their journeying* by their diminunutivc stature, 
their loving demeanour, their minute attention to 
each other, the large amount of their luggage, 
and the singularity of its form. They generally 
travelled in a postchaise, which, being nearly 
filled with bundles Mid packages of various sixes, 
afforded only scanty accommodation for them
selves.

When he was bordering upon sixty years of 
age he set hia heart upon a.voyage to India, that 
he might commence a Methodist Mission among 
the teeming million* in that region of heathen 
darkness and misery. His friends attempted to 
dissuade him, urging upon hia consideration his 
advancing yean, the importance of hia services 
at home, especially in support of the Missions 
already in operation, and the difficulty of pro
viding for an umlertaking so costly as that which 
he contemplated. Some of his brethren assum
ed a tone even of remonstrance ; when, we well 
remember, he burst into tears, and said, “ If you 
will pot let me go to India, you will break my 
heart !" “ And when he would not be persuad
ed, they teased, saying, The will of the Lord 
be done." He accordingly emlierked for India 
M the dose of the year 1813, in company with 
six Missionaries, attended by the prayers and 
blessings of thousands, who admired his real and 
enterprise, and wished him sll possible success 
in his difficult undertaking. Hia spirit was 
cheerful and baoyant, and the Mission appeared 
to occupy his undivided attention. His thoughts 
his conversation, his studies, his prayers, sll had 
reference to led* ; where he evidently longed 
to preach Christ and Him crucified, and see 
the people turn from idols to the living GotL 
Yet the shores awl people of India he was never 
to see. On tin morning of May 3d he was 
found deed on fee floor of Ms cabin, having for 
a few days shorn signs of indisposition. His 
work upon eartl was done ; Ms spirit had fled ; 
and his remain were committed to the great 
deep. Hi* companions, deprived of their head, 
proceeded to tht place of their destination in ab
solute depemleice upon the providence and 
grace of God ; aid the Mission projected by Dr. 
Coke still Uvea acquiring fresh strength from 
year to' year, aid promises permanent success, as 
one of the many forma of Christian agency by 
wMch India will be evangelized.

Dr. Thomas Coke, though somewhat below 
the middle suture, was well proportioned, 
sprightly and acive in his habit* ; Ms feature* 
were regular ; hi countenance was pleasing, be
ing indicative of Intelligence and good nature. 
As ha advanced In fife he became corpulent ; 
and thee hia low nature and rotundity combined 
were such as to atraet attention. After cot of 
ivW -iv-. i" - ' - ' ""j

hia visits, Mr. Wilberforce, in a playful mood, 
wrote a humorous description of tlie Doctor’s 
person in his private journal, which his sons 
have had the bad taste to publish in their father’s 
biography ; thus compelling the reader who was 
acquainted with both to institute a comparison 
between the personal appearance of the philan
thropic statesman and the Methodist divine. 
Such a comparison, one would have thought, 
every friend of Mr. Wilberforce would depre 
cate.

Dr. Coke waa a perfect gentleman. Hia man
ners were easy and elegant, and he was always 
duly attentive to the sentiment* and comfort of 
every person with whom he was brought into 
intercourse.

His intellect was rather acute aj)d refitted than 
strong and comprehensive ; yet he was well in
formed, and possessed a competent share of 
sound scholarship. But Ms habits of activity 
and business, with Ms internant journeying*, by- 
land and by sea, rendered it impossible that he 
should attain to profound and diversified learn
ing. In temper be was affectionate and oblig
ing ; sincere and cordial in hi* friend ships ; apt 
to resent an affront, but ready to forgive. In 
action he was energetic, not easily discouraged ; 
but bold ami fearless, especially in matters of 
duty.

He was not what is called a great Preacher. 
Yet Ms sermons were lively, interesting, instruc
tive, and edifying. He never wearied his con
gregations bv tlie immoderate length of hi* dis
courses ; nor did he confound them by dark ab
stractions, an excess of metaphor, or a redun
dant verbiage. He led Ms hearers to Christ, 
as the Author of salvation ; and pressed upon 
them the necessity of a holy and righteous prac
tice. He most excelled when preaching on the 
subject of Missions, and on the troth of Chris
tianity. We have seen him rivet the attention 
of a large congregation by a delightful sermon on 
Psalm lxviiL 31 : “ Ethiopia shall soon stretch 
out her hands unto God : " a text wMch he of
ten selected in Ms Missionary tours through the 
kingdom.

Disinterestedness was a prominent element in 
his character. Selfish considerations appear never 
to have entered M» mind when the eauae of 
Christ was concerned. He expended, w ithout a 
murmur, an ample fortune, and the fortunes of 
his two wives, in the cause of Christian Mission* ; 
and there can be no doubt that he would have 
spent ten times the amount with equal cheerfttl- 
ness, had it been at Me disposal The troth is, 
hia zeal in the cause of Missions was an ardent 
and a constant flame ; and, in respect of Chris
tian enterprise among the Heathen, he waa more 
than half a century in advance of Ms contem
poraries in general.

aHaoltmonl »• Wnnlnpran 1

strong and enduring. Though a man of wealth, 
a graduate of the University of Oxford, and Kpis- 
copallv ordained, we never saw Mm assume any 
airs of importance on these grounds, or affect 
superiority to the humblest Methodist Preacher. 
Full well he knew, that

- Worth makes the m*n, and want of it the fellow :
The rest is all but leather and prunella."
Hia talent* were not of tlie class called bril

liant ; but they were of the useful kind, and were 
applied to the best of purposes : so that few men 
have ever done a greater amount of good in 
the world. It is gratifying that in Dr. Eth
eridge he ha* found a Mographer worthy of 
his character and acMevement*. The narra
tive before us is beautifol as a literary composi
tion, and highly interesting in it* deuils. It 
give* a just view of one of the best men of 
modem times, and throws great light upon many 
events of Methodist history and Millions. Trec- 
tarian ecclesiastics have done what they could to 
destroy the good name of Dr. Coke, having pro
nounced him a “ worldly" and “ amMtious” 
man. But his name will be ever deer to thou
sands of emancipated slaves and their posterity ; 
Methodist Preachers and people will cherish his 
memory, a* that of a true friend, and an estima
ble servant of Christ ; and thousands of saved 
heathens in the day of the Lord will call him 
blessed, as the originator of the Missions by 
wMch they were “ turned from darkness to light, 
and from the power of SaUn unto God," so that 
they “ received the forgiveness of their sins, 
and an everlasting “ inheritance among them 
that are sanctified through faith that is in Christ 
Jesus.”

what lie said to his disciples was “ spirit and 
life." And if it has enabled us more clearly to 
discern wht^ was the past sentence and what is 
the present curse, it casU also a feinter but still 
more precious ray into the fer future of punish
ment and reward.— Hague.

Corrrspmbtnrr.

The Voice of Nature
THE VOICE OF QOD.

No discovery in physical science that has ever 
yet been made conflicts with the testimony of the 
divine record ; while all nature with clarion voice 
proclaims that it is not only true, but the truth 
of God.

It is a solemn and suggestive thought of Tho
mas de Quineey's, that it was only at tlie Refor
mation that Christendom began rightly to deci
pher and understand the oracle* of God. It is 
nowise inconceivable to us, that modem science 
may bear a commission to shed a light upon 
these ondée w hich well deserve the name of an- 
other Reformation. Even as it is, science has 
done much. It has w idened vastly the concep
tions of all enlightened men touching the power 
and the working of God. The astronomic 
scheme of the heavens which satisfied the mind 
of Milton, and which he has lighted up with a 
radiance which will never fede in the temple of 
his immortal «ong, is now known assuredly to 
bear no more proportion to that limitless im
mensity where dwells the Almighty , and where 
the unnumbered worlds he has willed into being 
float like a little cloud of light, than the orrery 
of a school-boy to the conception of the mighty 
poet. Almost strangely, too, and certainly in 
accordance with no presage or expectation, phy
sical science has, in our own day, thrown a light 
of spirituality over the page of inspiration, bring
ing out a radiance thereon hitherto unseen, and 
touching with golden fire certain of the dogmas 
of an iron theology. It has shown that death ex
isted in the world ere the fall, thus turning per
force the attention of men to the nature of that 
death entailed upon man by sin, suggesting the 
question of the difference between the death 
which can affect a spirit, end opening up vest 
fields of lofty and noble speculation regarding 
the complete and healthfttl nature of man, whe
ther original or to be restored. Science has cer
tainly opened the mind* of men to perceive a 
deeper titan hitherto recognised in
tie words of our Saviour, which declare that

Letter from ^nyUnH
From our on Correspondent.

September Ath, 1860.
The affair* of Italy of course usurp the popu 

lar attention just now, and,* remarkable have 
been the recent phenomena of Italian nationality, 
that we are ready for almost any kind of news. 
The announcement of the fell of the Pope and 
Ms temporal power is eageriv looked for by some 
of the more ardent abetters of Italian emancipa
tion, and though ill are not so hopeful of a speedy 
termination of Papal authority, such intelligence 
would be scarcely astoniaMng to any. The ex
traordinary successes of Garibaldi in Sicily, the 
strange and unprecedented flight of the Neapo
litan king to Oaeta without striking one blow for 
the throne of Ms ancestors, the cool and unim- 
passioned entry of Garibaldi, with only Ms staff 
into Naples, the sudden collapse of all authority 
and despotism before M» march, are parts of a 
drama wMch ha* no parallel in the history of tui
tion*, and which seems to belong rather to the 
region of romance than reality, of fiction than 
historic fact.

The latest intelligence from the real of war ia 
more astonishing, perhaps, than anything that 
ha* previously occurred. Garibaldi some time 
since demanded of the Pope the entire disband
ing of the mercenary troops which have Mther- 
to been the stay of Ms tottering power. To 
this demand Cardinal Antonelli returned an in
dignant refusal Immediately a large Sardinian 
army marched across the boundary line of the 
Papal territory, and proceeded to take cities and 
towns in the name of Victor Emmanuel. Lamo- 
riciere, the general of the Pope's mercenaries, 
himself a distinguished, warrior and commander, 
gave battle to the Sardinian troops, and was ut
terly routed, with a loss of many soldiers and 
much ammunition. The strangest part yet re
mains to be told. The Pope’s celebrated Irish 
brigade seems to have fallen into the hands of 
the enemy without striking one blow. It has 
been the proverbial distinction of the Irishman 
to be ready to fight on a moment's notice any
body and for any cause. With singular impar
tiality the Irishman proper ia supposed to carry- 
on his battles, striking vigorously right and left 
without troubling himself as to hi* victims 
whether friends or foes. A w* ■' ~* m tmJ 
died gallant sons of Erin sworn to defend the 
Pope, and voluntarily enrolling themselves under 
Ms banner, ought to have annihilated any quan
tity of M» opponents. This much was expected 
of them, and even more. They were to settle 
tlie Italian question, and leave Ms Holiness en
throned more firmly than ever. But alas ! alas ! 
how uncertain are human hopes ! The Irish bri
gade has lieen one of the poor Pope’s greatest 
difficulties. Boastful and Mustering, defiant of 
all order and law, quarrelsome and complaining, 
he lias hardly known what to do with them since 
they came to his realms. Many times has he 
wished them fer enough, and only comforted 
himself by the hope that when they came to fight 
they might give Mm some help. But no sooner 
was the powder of Cialdini's army smelt titan 
with a cowardice as un-Irish as it was unmanly, 
the whole brigade laid down their arms and sur
rendered. One could have forgiven them, if af
ter receiving the Pope’s money, and pledging 
themselves to Ms cause, they had fought for Mm, 
and succumbed at last to overpowering numbers. 
But to have yielded without a blow ! So much 
for the Pope and Ms friends.

The movements of Garibaldi seem to compli 
cate the question of Italian freedom. He is i 
genius, a patriot, a consummate general, but er
ratic. Until his successes at Naples, the King 
of Sardinia fought shy of Mm, and even now he 
seems almost fearful of recognising him. Gari
baldi declares that he will not reel satisfied until 
he proclaims the unity of Italy from the Quirinal 
He cannot do thia without destroying the sover
eignty of the Pope. If Sardinia should proceed 
to tMs extreme she may probably bring down 
the forces of Austria and France. And then 
comes a European war. The only man in Italy 
who can so controul affairs is to avoid a collis
ion between Sardinia and France is Count Ca- 
vour the chief minister of Victor Emmanuel aad 
Garibaldi ha* demanded his dismissal In such 
a crisis the news of each day ia anxiously expect
ed.

The Bourbon dynasty in Naples is forever at 
an end. The king is reported to have gone to 
Spain, where if he does not meet with a kindred 
despot, he will meet with a kindred superstition 
and folly. He appears to have made a very 
comfortable provision for his fiiture, though the 
report o! Ms carrying away Ms palace furniture 
and pictures is probabh false. No one can pity 
Mm, everybody must despise him. He had a 
grand opportunity. The successor of one of the 
moat profligate and hateful of monarch» he might 
with a vers few concessions have won the affec
tions of a longjdown-trodden people. He threw 
away his chance, and has now added one more 
to the lists of fallen greatness,—of “ monarch» 
retired from business." Henceforth he perishes 
from the world’* notice.

The state of Europe, notwithstanding the pa
cific speeches of the Emperor of the French ead 
his ministers, is not assuring. He must indeed 
be sanguine who can look abroad with perfect 
confidence. Louis Napoleon gone quietly away 
to Algiers,—several continental sovereigns have 
arranged to meet for purposes of courtesy,—but 
a storm is brewing, the period of which and the 
result of which no one can readily predict. The 
world’s great Sovereign «lone presides over the 
crisis, and His people can trust Him with the 
conduct of affaire. The hidden leaven of His 
kingdom is secretly working, and the end will he 
the world's regeneration.

In the East matters are far from encouraging. 
The massacre cf thousands of Christians in Syria 
is a feet which indicates s frightful weakness in 
the ruler of tie country and has machinery. The 
hanging and shooting of a fe* of the ringleaders 
of the carnage will neither aatisfy^the just expec
tations cf Europe nor strike say permanent blow 
it the roof of the eviL The Sultan fa indeed “ a
l ' 1 'I

nek man." and Ms throne can unit he supported 
by European help. 1 fifliculties increase ia the 
continuante of such support. His empire in it
self is not worth keeping up, and is only saved 
from dissolution by the jealousy of the Great 
Pow ers. Neither England nor France will al 
low Russia to step in and “ annex " the territo
ries of the Sultan, and Russia would oppose the 
annexation by any other Power, and so the bone 
remains to be picked. Public sympathy in Eng
land has been largely excited by the sufferings 
of the Syrian Christians, and liberal subscription* 
are being gathered throughout the land towards 
the mitigation of their sad calamity.

Hw death of two of our most eminent In
dian diplomatists cannot be looked upon as short 
of a great catastrophe. Mr. Wilson, who* finan
cial abilities were unrivalled, and who alone 
•eemed able to unravel and arrange the complex
ities of our Indian Exchequer, died a few weeks 
since at Calcutta of dysentery, the scourge of 
European resident». Kir Henry Ward, the new
ly appointed Governor of Madras is also dead, 
and in Mm India ha* lost one of it* «blest ad
ministrator*.

A large party of English volunteers have just 
left our «hores to join the army of Garibaldi ; in 
order to evade the English law on the enlistment 
question, they hare gone out under the guise of

Excursionist*," to visit Naples, see Mount Ve
suvius and the other lions of the country. Un
like most excursionists, however, their expenses 
are to be paid for them, and even their uniform 
ha. been found. Garibaldi ha* tlie higliest ad
miration for tlie English character and prow ess, 
and the cMvalrou* spirit which actuates these

excursionists " will alone commend them to his 
favour. We shall probably hear ’ere long of 
some dashing exploit.

The war in China drags slowly on, though it 
it ia likely to be helped to a termination by the 
intestine struggle which threatens the entire rup
ture of the Empire. The occupation of Pekin 
by the Anglo-French forces is looked for confi
dently, but at present no particular success ha* 
attended the movement* of the troop*. The re
bellion in New Zealand i« growing up into seri
ous proportions. The defeat of a detachment of 
British soldiers by the native troops has given 
the latter a temporary encouragement. It is 
very seldom that any troops in the world have 
withstood the charge of British bayonets,—yet 
thee» untutored Maories have marched up boldly 
against the “ walls of glittering steel”" It is to 
be feared that the rebellion will become general, 
and affect the entire Maori population. Thia ia 
greatly to be deprecated, for it will lead inevita
bly to the more rapid extinction of the New Zea
land tribes.

home hot-headed Irishmen have been present-
* - 1—1------ ,.wt s, Marshal MaeMshcii

a French general who claims to he aeeeended 
from tlie ancient Irish Kings. The sword hears 
in inscription which represents Ireland aa being 
“ oppressed.” The French journals have sense 
enough to throw some little contempt on the 
whole affair, arguing that a nation cannot be 
much oppresses whose people are allowed to pre
sent a «word with such an inscription to a for
eigner,—and whoee government positively grants 
them a passport for such a mission.

The reception of the Prince of Wales in Ca
nada and Nova Scotia haa given unqualified satis
faction to the English people. The one draw
back at Kingston can well be afforded in a tour 
wMch has been so thorough an ovation. Every 
one is pleased hv tlie dignified hearing of the 
Prince in relation to the Kingston insult,—and 
by thia time the inhabitant* of that hence-forth 
notorious town must he shout sick of themselves.

Our harvest prospects in England are very 
much brighter than could have been anticipated. 
A few weeks of more settled weather have given 
time for the corn to ripen, and in most parts of 
England the wheat-crop ha* been gathered in. 
It will not be equal by any mean* to the average 
yield,—and in many counties very much below, 
—but in all case» it ha* turned out better than 
waa expected. The potatoe crop ia an entire 
failure,—and most grievous is the calamity. We 
shall probably have dear bread,—but there is a 
prospect of good trade and plenty of remunera
tive work.

The serioes increase of the crime of murder 
in England calls for a thorough scrutiny of our 
present law as to murderers. Scarcely does one 
day pass over hut a new murder is recorded,— 
awl in most instances the crime is perpetrated 
without any special notice. It is dear that hang
ing the murderer does not lessen the number of 
murders. It would almost seem that the noto
riety of the criminal intensifie» a morbid taste 
for crime. The press contributes very much to 
tins kind of thing. The movements of the mur
derer are regularly recorded. The public is in
formed exactly aa to what the wretch wears, what 
he eats and what he says. It is considered no 
disgrace even to the “ Times" to record that the 
convicted murderer eats a hearty breakfast, calls 
fer fresh toast and muffins, relishes his egg, wears 
a black tie and a buff waistcoat ; and every word 
that he chooses to utter is eagerly listened to and 
reported to an expectant world. Even the pul
pit ministers to this gross and morbid taste of 
the public. The murderer’s deed is described, 
Ms list words are detailed, and by clothing the 
man’s odious and execrable name with notoriety, 
crime becomes popular. In the religious world 
there is not very much stirring just now. An 
endeavour is being made in Ireland and Scotland 
to re-k indie the embers of the revivalism of last 
winter. In some cases there is hope of a good 
work,—but generally speaking there is little 
prospect of a repetition of the work of last year. 
The periodicity of religious revivalism fa a ques
tion of profound interest, and one that grows in 
importance. It would be very interesting to as
certain how much of the visible good of the last 
years’revival has been permanent, and how much 
haa been transient Many cases of defection and 
failure would doubtless 1* discovered,—but on 
the whole it would be found that a great moral 
work was accomplished.

He Evangelical Alliance will hold its Confer
ence in a few days at Nottingham. The congre*» 
of the members of the Social Science Associ 
ation is to he held at Glasgow next week under 
very distinguished patronage. Lord Brougham 
will preside, and papers will be read by some of 
the ablest students of social progress in the 
Kingdom. Thia Association fa growing in im
portance,—and under judicious guidance may 
become an inatrament of great good to the nation.

In Methodism the annual flitting of the mil

ten ha* been the absorbing interest. Very' little 
is done in this month beyond the farewell to the 
old charge and the introduction to the new. 
Many a tie of affection has been sadly severed, 
and many a new sphere has been opened. There 
is something almost melancholy and really heroic 
in this itinerancy. But it is an unquestionable 
benefit.—and there is tMs solace in the thought 
of it—all the sacrifie» and trouble of it if it 
does not directly bear upon the happine»» of this 
life, brightens the glory of the next

Dr. Jobson has sailed for Australia,—having 
been appointed by the last Conference as a de
putation to the Australian Conference of next1 
January . He is accompanied by hi* wife, and 
followed by the prayers of many hundreds of 
Ms friends. His mission ia of a somewhat deli
cate nature, but he is a ntan of the soundest 
judgment, and w ill doubtless carry M» work to a 
happy issue.

Mr. Wsddy has published his two celebrated 
charge», but he ha* expunged a few of those 
passages w hich called for the objection. Thia ia 
very graceful on his part, and very worthy of 
him. Tlie charge* will do much good,—and 
even already they- are beginning to work. The 
great question of ministerial allowance* is secur
ing much attention, and it is to be I toped that 
the enquiry will lead to tangible results.

In literature we are not doing very much. An 
article in the ComhiU Magazine w hich has cre
ated some excitement is from the pen of a Wes
leyan niiuiater. It is said that Mr. Arthur is to 
be, or already is, the new Editor of the London 
Review . Report pointe to Mr. Punsliou a* hi* 
successor at the Mission Houae. One may hope 
that tide will not be. Mr. Punition should keep 
to his pulpit, and do the great work which God 
has given him to do there.

Mr. Caughey, like a wandering star, has matte 
Ms appearance amongst us again. 1» it not 
strange that a man who conaiders himself to he 
called of God to revive the church* cannot find 
scope enough on the vast Continent of America 
for his abilities ? Each vieil .that he pays to 
England lessens hi* popularity here,—and pro
bably he will hardly care to come again.

The new year lies before Methodiat prayer and 
energy :—never were we so capable of doing 
good,—never had we so many opportunities. 
May the Head of tlie Church make us faithful to 
our mission.

[We add to the interesting letter of “ Our own 
Correspondent," the following, cut from the 
Correspondence of the Christian Advocate and 
Journal—we doubt not that the writer's views 
respecting men and parties in the British Con
ference, will be perused by our reader* with 
pleasure. Eu.J

I repeal, then, what I said in my la*t letter.
tW t---f—’ v - • ■ - — ' i"
Methodist history i* that there is no “ dominant" 
party, much Ie* “ clique," in the contemns-. 
The ex-president ia a powerful man i Ms talent*. 
M» «tending, M» general character, Ms gifts as a 
debater, have made Mm so. Yet lie haa no 
compact party—a few personal friends only, and 
the* not thick-and-thin adherents ; and though 
Mr. Farrar moved, and Mr. West seconded the 
vote for printing hia charges, that vole did not 
pass the conference. His, then, ie not the domi
nant “ clique" or party. Indeed, Ms personal 
friends w ho moved end seconded the vote in 
question did it, the one so briefly and formally, 
and the other so critically, and with so many 
qualifications, that no one would euapect -them 
of being stiff partisans. Undoubtedly, however, 
in many tendencies and sympathies Dr. Osborn 
[tlie Minute*, I see, just published, recognize 
and adopt the well-deserved honor) is in anti 
thesis to Mr. Weddy. Then is Dr. Osborn the 
head of the “ dominant clique ?" Not unlikely 
that may have been Mr. Caughey’» idea. If so, 
he never was more mistaken. Dr. Osborn’s dis
tinguished talents, vast knowledge, remarkable 
powers in debate, and very high character, would 
by tMs time have seated him in the ehair which 
he would so well grace if his had been the domi
nant party ; but in fact he does not seem to be 
nesr the chair, and has no party at all j indeed, 
the discussion on Church rates is sufficient to 
show that his general ecclesiastical views and 
sympathies do not find extensive fovor among 
the Methodist ministers of to-day. Mr. Jackson 
and Mr. S. R. Hall, almost alone, stood by Mm 
—the latter being an almost unique specimen of 
a half Jory liberal, disapproving of centralisation," 
and most zealously watchful of all administra
tive authorities, determined, too, to secure and 
uphold the fullest liberty of discussion, and yet 
cleaving to old Wesleyan conference traditions, 
and especially to the mother Church. The con
junction between Mm and Mr. Osborn on more 
than one important point at this last conference 
was very remarkable, and could net have in the 
least been anticipated from the antecedents of 
either. Where, then, is the “ dominant clique ?" 
Shall we go beck to the ex-president Bowers ? 
But Mr. Wsddy’s bent and set are undoubtedly 
opposite to Mr. Bowers', and yet the former suc
ceeded the latter as president.

Mr. Bowers was a personal friend of I)r. Bunt
ing ; but it haa not been since the doctor’s death 
as it was with the Macedonian empire after the 
death of Alexander—there haa been no partition 
of Ms power (wMch indeed for sev eral years of 
comparative seclusion prior to Ms decease he 
may be said to have overlived) among any of 
M» friend*. There is, then, no remnant or 
wreck of any dominant party left in Methodism. 
Mr. John Scott has still much influence in his 
proper department, (the educational) very great 
influence ; hut he effect* no general oversight 
or control of oennectional affairs, contenting 
himself merely, when new projects come before 
Mm, with performing the useful office of criti
cising them with some authority, and trying in 
moat instances to “ scotch ” them. Mr. Kee
ling generally finds wise and philosophical rea
sons for doing Utile or nothing, it least for be
ing slow to change, but is no party man. Our 
present excellent president, Mr. Stamp, has ne
ver hid i suspicion of partiaanaMp attached to 
his

Doubtless there are different tendanciel in the 
conference ; there ie the old-feshioned fhfrg in 
fevor of the Established Church, coupled with e 
jealousy of undue lay influence, aad a special seal 
for ministerial authority. TMs tendency, 
ever, has but lew decided representative!. There 
fa, on the other head, a section of 
reformera, themselves, indeed, upholders of min
isterial lighta, but enxioue likewi* for the «ill

of a directly repreyutativc dement, so as to pre
clude the demand for lay co-Jelegwtion in the 
conference itwlf. 1 Iwlieve tlie representatives 
of this class to be not numerous, nor very clo*- 
ly leagued to each other. But 1 imagine they 
hate a general understanding with each other, 
aial occasionally s specific agreement, and they 
seem to have considerable influence in confer
ence. Intermediate between tlie tiro sections I 
have now indicated ii a large daaa of “ practi
cal men." who have not studied Church princi
ple or polity very closely, but decide upon each 
question ss it arises. More of the* will generally 
go with the second class, perlisp*. than the first 
in debated questions. But yet many of them 
have a very decided jealousy of anything which 
smells new. Perhaps the most hold, outspoken, 
and thoroughly independent men in the confer
ence are Messrs. Vascy and S. R. ll*H Next 
to these many would be disposed to rank Mr. 
Rigg. Of the* three tlie most eon*rvative in 
principle, and vet the most pugnariou* on minor 
points of administration, is Mr. Hall ; tlie most 
speculative in theory , perhaps, Mr. Rigg i wliile 
I think Mr. Va*y is a swifter-witted, readier, 
and more dashing, perhaps, also a more impru
dent speak* than eilh* of the others. Mr. 
Arthur is decidedly a constitutional liberal and 
perhaps, on the whole, when in voice, the most 
influential speaker in the uoeference. The* 
four are, I suppow, the principal debaters aasnng 
the younger men. They form no clique or wt. 
They often agree, but often also disagree. 
Mesura. Arthur and Rigg totÈÊOntf, I think, 
agree ; the latter, hbwèVét, hethg more often 
found in the opposition than the former, 
Messrs. Vewy and IBgg also have seemed to 
sgree on most points at this conference, but the 
opinions of the latter are not so strongly held or 
expressed ss those of the former. Mr. Hall 
moves in s sphere quite Me own, yet has often 
been supported by his friend Rigg, who set in 
tlie same pew with Mm at the fast conference, 
and not *ldom by the others I have named. In 
feet he is often right, and he* greet influence, 
which, however, his development st the present 
conference of strongly snaserrstive views on cer
tain points has probably Vreekeeed in some quar
ters, though, no donbt, it haa gained Mm some 
increa* of fevor on the platform. Mr. Pumshen, 
one of the platform, (being a conference letter- 
writer,) does not sa yet seem to have formed any 
definite views of polity and policy ; hut Me power 
as s conference debater increases yearly, and 
has been greatly augmented this year by his 
spirited and eloquent speech on the Church- 
Rate question, in opposition to the cour* taken 
bv Mr. Osborn in giving Me evidence before the 
Committee of the Isards. Mr. Fleet, as Secre
tory of the Home Missions, is also a platform
7 strongly -prroouncaTtiÿi'tory^'Imnié V»' now

changed. Apropos of the census question, he 
delivered a strong speech against the Established 
Church, as now administered, saying that he 
doubted whether aa many souls were not lost 
as saved by its instrumentality. He ia also a 
moderate reforming liberal. His influence has 
been for several years on tlie increa*, and ia 
now great, both in the conference and the con
nection. He is a clow friend of the rx -presi
dent, but more cautious in speech anil more ac
curately acquainted with matters of detail, 
whether relating to fact or to law. There is no 
radical party In the conference, and no organised 
opposition, just as there is no organized “ domi
nant" party.

C. F. Allison ProfMfforship.
Me. Editor,—Dear Sir,—H may not he un

welcome to the readers of our Conwssintssl or
gan, who, doubtless, take a deep interest in the 
enterprises of the Church, to hear something in 
relation to the Charles F. Allison Professorship 
of Theology Endowment Fund. Immediately 
after the Conference, I entered upon the duties 
of the agency for this Fund, and hare since been 
actively employed m collecting subscriptions, 
and soliciting our friends, who had not beea pre
viously wailed upon, to contribute something to
ward» ttoa worthy object : and it affordi me 
pleasure to say that our people generally, so far 
as their wutimenta have found expression in 
word», declare themwlves warmly in favour of 
the establishment of a Chair of Theology, and 
doubtless, they not only willingly give of their 
substance toward» its endowment, but pray that 
it may become a very great blessing to the fo- 
ture ministry of our church.

In the prosecution of my work, 1 first visited 
the city of Halifax, and in a few days obtained 
about £900. A larger aum would have been 
collected, but for the abwnce of some of the sub
scribers ; and there are friend» and aupportera 
of Methodism in the city, who have not yet eub- 
scribed, and from whom, it ia hoped, valuable 
contribution» to the Fund will yet be realised.

The past wven weeks has been spent chiefly 
in New Brunswick, but the extreme scarcity of 
money rendered impossible the immediate col- 
lectiun of much that had been subscribed : ar
rangement» have been made however, by wMch 
the larger portion of the subscriptions in the 
Circuits visited, will probably be gathered in dur- 
ing the present Con tarent itl year.

An importantpartof the Agent’» work has been 
to endeavour to obtain new sabeeribezs^nd thoegh 
a gratifying measure of success he* been exper
ienced, the conviction has forced itself upon hia 
mind, that a very earnest and well sustained ef
fort, on the part of the friends of the Theological 
Professorship, as well aa an enlarged spirit of 
Uberality on the pert of our friend* who have 
not yet subscribed, is absolutely necessary, in or
der to raise the sum that the Conference deem* 
neceeeery for an Endoannent Fond.

I must again beg the subscribers who haveeot 
paid up, either to pay the amount of their aub- 
smptions to the Minister* of their respective 
Circuit», or to hare it ready to hand to the 
Agent when he «B» upon them.

Enclosed is a K*t of subscribers obtained 
since Conference wMch you will oblige me by

Yoon, fee.
B. Atebt.

OH. 9, 1860.

Subscription* to tit Chartss F. Allison Profes
sorship oj Theology Endowment Fasti.

8. J. W. Barry, Eeq^
New York, U. 8. A. £10 0 0
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