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The Benediection.

From the French of Fran oppee
(Having read the translation by W, A,
K. which we reprinted a few weeks ago,
Mr. Robert McEwen of Pictou sends us
a translation of another poem of Cop-

p‘..-\.)
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A CHEERFUL NATURE.

There are but few Catholics who do
not appreciate the value of membership
in the grand old Church. ntiment,
reason, faith combine to sustain and in-
erease this appreciation.

All Catholics that the
Church is the ark of safety amidst the
waves. It is the institution established
by the Son of God to conduct men to
heaven. In and through the Chureh has

recognize

our divine Lord ordained that men
should be saved.
It is the mission of the Chureh to

preach the gospel of Christ and to teach
We Catholies aceept
the Church with absolute
We never doubt ; we never

the

the nations.
teaching of

confidence.

deny; we never seck elsewhere. It is
our inestimable privilegze to rest abso-
lutely certain and content. It is suffi-

Church teaches ;
representative of

cent for us that the
the Church is the
Christ, the pillar and ground of truth.
She cannot err, for she is hedged around
by divinity, guided and directed by the
ly Spirit. It is with pity that we
look upon those who are * tossed hither
and thither by every wind of doctrine,”

[t is to His Charch that our Lord has
confiled His sacraments. Her priests
aro “dispensers of the mysteries of
Gol From them wo receive the sacra-
monts and participate in the precious
Blood of Calvary. It is the priests of
the Chureh who eleanse the souls of the
infants in the lavor of baptism; it is the
priests who forgive sins in the sacred
tribunal and pour the balm on the
woundad soul, it is the priests who bless
the marriage of the young twain as they
kneel before the altar of God: and it is
the priests who stand by the bedside of
the sick unto death to comfort them with
the last anointing and strengthen them
against the hour of eonflic There is
no one but has noted the love and devo-
of the Catholie people for their
priests, And this love, this devotion,
is the best evidence of the value which
Catholies placs upon membership in
their Church, Every Catholic appre-
ciatos the'spiritual value of momborship
mambership in the Church of
Gold, and those outside of the Chureh,
sincoros souls, envy the Catholies their
confilence and their affsetionate loyalty
to it.  Thoy cannot help but contrast it
with thoir owa indiffsrence to the sect
to which they balong. Anl how their
hoarts yearn for an institution strong,
loving, appreciative, upon which they
mizht lean, and which in return thoy
mizht love., Alas for them ! that seo-
inz, thay d» not ses. Tasre is but ona
such institution, by necessity a divine
institution, the Church of all ages !

Bat whilst Catholies are duly appro-
ciative of the spiritual valus of member-
ship in the Chureh, have they ever roal-
izod the temporal advantages of belong-
ing to the Catholic Church! The uni-
vorsal tendency of our age is toward
association, combination. In every
Sphors this tendency is apparent. The
forces of nature have almost conspired
o compoel men to combine, In business
life, in social life, organization is fever-
“f"‘.\' progrossing.  Taoere are combina-
tons along every conceivable line,

W is thera that has not noticed
the axtraordin iy inerease of societies

tion

tn +h
in the

* Christian

ihi nomen est Catholicus vero Co

societies
one

sear

are all banded together into
general organization.  There is
ly a village but has some such
association.  And most of them are for
absolutely selfish  purposes—for the
mutual protection, advanceement, pros-
perity of the members, There are often
secrecy and an abundauce of grips and
signs and pass words,

Its officials the Bishops and priests ;

its members are the faithful throughout
the world, men of every race, of every

language, of every country, but all
“one " around the altar of God. Do

not Catholies appreciative what a privi-
lege it is, even in a t mporal sense, to
belong to such an organization? It is
the boast of the great secular organiza-
tions that their members are welcomed
everywhere by fellow members. But
there is no part of the world, no matter
how remote, in the icy wastes of the ex-
treme north or amidst the jungles of
Africa, where a Catholic will not bhe
welecomed by a fellow Catholie, And
what a bond of svmpathy is immediately
forged by participation in the common
faith, There is the instantaneous reali-
zation of a community in-almost every-
thing that makes life precious. There
are the same training, the same thonghts,
the the same super-
natural helps, the same hopes.  The cur-
rent of both lives flow into one ehanne
How much is

same  opinions,

we

bridged over when
know that a stranger eoming into eon-
tact with us is like ourselves—a Catho-

lie ! How quickly become  ae-
guainted with a fellow
stance, when we onee arn that he is of
the household of the faith! Men de-
clare that they are friends because they
sit side by side in the same lodge room.
But how much more to
side at the same Catholie altar

we
traveller, for in-

kneel side by

It is a sight as sad, to see
faith to
But even
point of
which they
may enter which can yield a tithe of the
advantages which membership in the
Church brings, Those unworthy Catho-
lies arg as short-sighted for this world
as they are blind to their eternal inter-
ests.—Monitor,

as strange

windoning  their
enter some forbidden society,
from a
view

Catholies

aind  selfish

no society

temporal
there is

A HAPPY DEATH.

Father Arnold Damen, a Jesnit,
whose unflagging zealfor the conversion
of Protestants is testified by many
flourishing missions in North America,
once had an extraordinary experience in
Chicago.

One evening in the church of the
Holy Family he had been longer in the
confessional than usual. After the last

person had left, he knelt down in a side
chapel in order to offer his last greet-

ings to his Lord.

The church doors were already closed
and the lamps put out. Ouly before the
tabernacle burnt the everlasting light
and threw its trembling glimmer over
the marble of the High Algar.

As Father Damen rose ®from his de-
votions and was about to leave hy way
of the sacristy, he noticed in the sane-
tuary, close under the altar, two small
kneeling figure he

stepped nearer, for he could not imag-

In astonishment

ine how, in spite of the sacristan's
careful final survey, there could be
someone praying there at such a late

hour,

Thae figures were those of two little
boys in white surplices, with lighted
candles in their right hands. Ab-
sorbed in prayer, they had apparently
not noticed the approach of the priest.
Father Damen was amazed at the
fearlessness of the children who were
not afraid of praying so late in the dark,
empty church, He was just ahout to
ask them the reason of their delay, when
both of them hurriedly rose up, and,
with light footsteps, turned away from
the altar and went down the nave to-
wards the door. Evidently they were
afraid of the priest, whose unexpected
appearance had frightened them.

In vain he sought by kind words to
calm their fears: they did not listen to
him but hastened away still, right to
the end of the church. Then, they
stood before the big door and Father
Damen  was behind them. But
before he had got quite up to the chil-
dren, the two halves of the big door,
gently, and apparen‘ly of themselves,
opened wide, Through them both the
small figures passed out into the dark
night.

All around, the noisy traffic of the
day was stilled, the streets wore empty,
and everything lay in the solemn quiet-
ude of night. Father Damnon followed
the boys through the lonely streets of
the city, Thaoir candles lighted his way
and he thanked God inwardly for the
grace which had been vouchsafed him.
At last the two stoppad before a
wrotcehed little house in the suburbs and
allowed the priest to precede them.
Then they again hurried ahead of him up
a stairease, and behind their step was
shed a beautiful clear light. Father
Damen never for one minute lost sight
of his little guides, and, praying earn-
estly, waited for what was to come.

Suddenly the two childeen disap-
peared and left him groping in the dark,
their task evidently fulfilled. Atlength
he found the lateh of a door. He
knoeked, and after a voice from within
had answered, he entered a miserable
little room. An old, white-haired man
cam> towards him and pointed sadly to
a straw bed in a corner. The priest
went over to it and found a poor, wasted
figure in a deep swoon,

“Thank God you have eom>" said the
old man, kissinz the priest's hand. “My
wife has been sick a¥d ailing fora long
time, but tonight she seems to he weaker
than ever. Her end must surely be
near."”

close

gnomen."—(Christian is my Name but Catholic m )—St. Pa 4th
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Father Damen took her thin hand | Christ that baptiseth, The priest ab- \nother gain has been in the line of
and bent over her. There was no time | solves the penitent on earth, Christ | coming to see the various devotions of
to be lost, ratifies the sentence in heaven, If the | the Chureh in their r t proportions,

“You should have sent fof me earlier, | priest  offers the adorable sacrifice, | Those * outside' make so much and
my good man,” said he to the husband, | Christ is invisibly present, the High [ wrongly of the honors paid to saints,
*still T hope to God Iam not too late,” | Priest and  Vietim, In a word, the martyrs,angels, the Blessed Virgin Mary,

He heard the poor woman's confes- | priest is another Christ.” Why is this?  Simply and largely owing
sion, then hurried back to the chureh as Tu sacerdos in aeternum, (Heb, v, | to the fact that not i “within,
quickly as he could to bring the Holy | 6). A priest is set to continue the work | and with Cheist in the contre of overy-
Viaticum to the sick room. While | of His Master. He is chosen and called thing, they fail to grasp the proportion
the dying woman, with the deepest de- | and conseerated to make visible and | that all these ofhers sust vin to Him
votion, prepared herself to reccive the | sensible the life, the mind, the word | Difliculties hitherto insurmountable in
Blessed Sacrament for the last time, the | and the will of Jesus Christ.  St. Ber- these'particulars have vanished; changed
old man, with the help of some other | nard suys, “Feed the flock by thy mind, | into the riches of divine grace ning
inmates of the house, got the room | by the lips, by thy works, by thy spirit | to the soul by means of these
ready for the entrance of the Divine | of prayer, by the exhortation of thy | ences round about us, uid espe
Visitor, words, hy the example of all thine act- | of the Blessed Virgin, the

When the priest returned the old [ions.” Our Lord means that His priest | God, Helps all to le: hither I
woman was rapidly nearing her end. | should perpetuate in the world not only | our Lord Himsell in a wav and with «
With ev sign of inward longing and | His truth and His holy sacraments, but | definite reality not to be found save i
joy she received the Holy Viaticum, An | His « mind and likings and life, the Catholie Chureh.
angelic smile lighted up her sunken So great is the union between the *The one other gain of which mentio
features, and the peace  of Heaven | priest and Christ whom he represents | is to be made now is the spiritual
seemed already to overshadow her, that when he says “ Hoe est corpus | strength that sprung from being under

A sudden idea occurred to the pious | mewmn,” the priest ought to offer his own | the shadow of a certain authori The
priest, and he asked the old man if he | body. When he says, “ Haee est caliv | tones are elear, the position is ured ;
had ever had any children, sy med,” he Lt to offer his | there need not be any misund ling

“Yes, indeed,” was the answer, “two | own blood. That is, he ought to offer | as to what the Catholic Chureh believes
dear, good little boys, whose greatest | himself as an oblation to hiss divine | and teaches and enforces. @ SUCees
delight was toserve Mass ; but the good | Master, in body, soul and spirit, with | sor of St. Peter and Viear of Christ on
God took them away from us in their | all h faculties, powers and affections | earth is not afraid to speak out in the
childhood.”  The dying woman also |in i ind  unto  death, Wonderful | defense of the faith; nor is there any
heard and understood the question, A | God wdeseension in ehoosing men to | hesitane demanding for that faith a
glimmering of the actual truth then | be other Christs, and great should be | timely, loyal obedience. This applie
dawned on the priest's mind. He bent | the reverence in which the priest holds | alike to all elasses and eonditions and
over her and said softly, *“Would you | himsclf and still more the reverence he From what multitude of
like to know who brought me to you to- | should receive from the faithful, ‘opinions,’” *ism ' vagaries ' i one
night.”  And she nodded aflirmatively, The priest is the figure of Christ, | knows not such an authority de
he continued : “It was your two little | or character of Christ, because uj |l‘\~ rs us ! the character ind
sons who came from Heaven and showed | him impressed the image of | cated are n tr ritual |
n the way here, in order that you | priesthood, and a share in it is given to | riches: « onseqi Irees o ved |
might not die hout the last Sacra-] him. He is, as St. Paul says, * Con- | and daily increasing stre th to liv s |
ments,” A glorious happiness showed | figuered to His death.” In every Mass | we find it necessary day by day.”"—The |
itself in her face: she whispered some | the priest sets forth the death of the Missionary.

words of thanksgiving,
ments afterwards drew her last breath,
Thus in Heaven did that good mother
find her darlings, whom on earth she had
trained with the greatest care i
ience and piety,

Never again would she
from them.

md a few mo-

he separated

truly

to be seen over

In memory of this wonderful
incident there is the
entrance door of the Church of the Holy
Family in Chicago a earving in stone.
It represents two small surpliced figures
kneeling with eandles held in their
right hands, and an expression of deep
piety on their sweet, childish
Manchester Herald.

faces.

THE PRIEST.

The priest is called the man of God.
He is named the servant of God, and
s0 in the highest, the Pope, he is called
the servant of the servants of God.
The priest is the friend of Christ.
“I will not now,” our Lord says, “call
you servants, for the servant knoweth
not. what his lord doth; but I have
called you friends, because all things
whatsoever I have heard of My Father I
have made known to you."”

He is the brother of Jesus, for after

His resurrection our Lord sent hy
Mary Magdalene this touching and
gracious message to His apostles : 10
to my brothers and say to them: I
ascend to My Father and to yow

Father, to My God and your God,”

He is father, physician, judge,

No aet is St. Thomas,
than the consecration of the body of
Christ. The priest brings down on the
altar, he holds in his hands and partakes
of the same flesh that was born of
Virgin Mary. He immolates himself on
the altar of duty and charity in hehalf
of his fellow beings. His whole life is a
perpetual sacrifice, and self-sacrific
an evidenee of a magnanimous sonl,

He is a dispenser of the mysteries of
God. He is the custodian of the blessed
sacrament.  He breaks the bread of life.
He is the minister of benediction, He
has, therefore, jurisdiction not only over
the natural bady, but also over the mys-
tical body which is composed of the
members of His Church. ** Whatsoever
you shall bind upon earth, shall be bound
also in heaven, and whatsoever ye shall
loose on earth shall be loosed also in
heaven.” *“ As the Father hath sent
Me, I also send you." When Christ had
said this He breathed on them and said,
“ Roceive yve the Holy Ghost. Whose
sins ye shall forgive, they are forgiven
them, and whose ve shall retain
they are reiained.”

The priest is called physician of the
soul, for St. James says. “Is any man
sick among you let him call in the priests
of the Chureh, and let them pray over
him, anointing him with oil in the name
of the Lord ; and the prayer of faith
shall save the sick man, and the Lord
will raise him up ; and if he be in
they shall be forgiven him."

The priest is called an angel or mes-
senger of God, hecause, like the angels,

greater, says

the

sins

sins

he is the bearer of messages between
earth and heaven, and is sent to min-
ister for them, who shall receive the

inheritance of salvation.—Hebrews.
He is an intercessor between God
and man, as Christ Jesus our Lord is

is the

the mediator of redemption. He
ambassador of Christ. Nothing is more
honorable than to be an ambassador of a
king, for you have his confidence and
you guard his interests,

He is a co-laborer with God. His
official acts are Christ's acts, His
words are the echo of Christ's voice.
“Behold,”  He says ; “I am with you all
days , even to the end of the world., He
that recciveth you, receiveth me, and
he that receiveth me, receiveth
that sent me, and he that despiseth you
despiseth me,”

If the priest addresses to heaven the
prayers of the faithful, Christ presents
them to His eternal Father. If he sows
the gospel seed, Christ giveth the in-
crease. If he confers the sacraments,

Him |

Lord until He come, And they
oblation of themselves in conformity to
His oblation to the Father.

Albertus Magnus and St. Thomas have

make

truly said that no greater power or dig- | tiful prayers and services of the Cath-
nity than the power and dignity of con- | olic Church should have accompanied
secrating the body of Christ was ever | the pure soul of Joel Chandl Harris,
bestowed upon |I|-.|'\. md no greater | * Uncle Remus,” to eternal happiness,
sanet or perfection can be eonceived | He had lived in a Catholie itmosphere
than thesanetity and perfection required | sinee that day, in 1873, when he took
for so divine an action in the priest. Miss Essie La Rose, a French Canadian,

All the day long the priests are near
to Christ all their life is related to
Him : from Him they go out in the morn-

it night.
mtaet with

ing, and to Him they return
They are in the Mass in «
His substance.

He who is joined to the and sym-
Lord is one spirit. St. Paul savs that | pathy, Mr. Harris' failure to make ex-
we are members of His body, His flesh, | ternal and public manifestation of his
and of His bone, and he bids us to hear | adherence to the faith of his wife
God in our body. and six children was undoubtedly due

In the order of divine action, it places
the priest, in respect to the power of
consecration, next to the Blessed Virgin,
the living tabernacle of the Incarnate
Word, and in respect to the gnardianship
of the Blessed Sacrament next to St.
Juwph, the foster-father and gnardian
of the Son of God., What
hestowed 1 n the priest ?
ean be said than the above
substance of which have
from the most eminent theolog
Bishop Colton in Catholic Union
Times. :

more can be
What more
words, the
been drawn

ans ?

and

LOOKING BACKWARD AND FORWARD |

One day Cardinal Manning
what advantage he
a Catholie. He replied unhesitatingly : | «
“ Certainty and reality. Henry C.
Granger, who was forme the pastor of
the leading Episcopalian church in
Evanston, Ill., recently gave out in
answer to a similarquestion as to hisex-
perience of one year in the Catholie
Church the following statement. It is
peculiarly valuable coming from such a
souree.:

“In view of the sacrifices made in
order to enter the Catholie Church, it
is perhaps natural at the close of one
vear in the same to ask ourself this ques-
tion: *What has been gained by reason
of the ehar " Particularly is this so
when the previous thirty years of minis-
terial life in totally different surround-
ings is taken into consideration.

* There has been a positive gain, In
what direction does thislie ?  Certainly
no money value can be placed upon mueh
that has been The laws are
not for sale in the market place. Spir-
itual riches are not quoted on the stock
exchange in these days, if ever they
were,  Says the inspired writer: “ ]
know thy t:ibulation and thy poverty,
but thouart rich.,” If not in the material |

18 the result of the change —assuredly !
then in things spiritual.  Here we must |
look for the gains. What are |
these ? One is that inner peace of soul
which must be experienced to be fully
realized, the quiet harbor, after the
storm, the anchorage sure and steadfast,
It has not been quiet in the soul because
there was nothing to disturh, or annoy,
or try ; but owing to the fact that there
was a llll\\‘(‘l' .\ll]?l'\']vll‘ to o l ill!“l‘;

was asked |

qquired by becoming

i
1equired,

some ol

con-
sequently they were kept in their proper
place. We need not enumerate the
crosses, since there has been grace sufli-
cient to carry these.

“ Another gain has been a growing
appreciation of what our Lord intended
His Chureh to be, the visible abode on
earth of His Real Presence. In the
Saerament of the Altar, the Holy Enchar-
;~f,=|||‘ is with His children, actually,
though mysteriously. This sublime fact
of all facts eomes home with peculiar and
a constantly growing force to one who
has been but a short time comparatively
in the Chureh of Christ. It—this Real
Presence—is the centre about which
everything else revolves, With this
goes of necessity the worship, the spir-
itual Communion, the vocal silences of
the Mass, all that serves to impress one
with the fact : This is Holy Ground
Bow down! Cover thy face? Call in
thy wandering thoughts | God is here !

Christ imparts that grace that makes
them fruitful. “Though Peter baptize,”

While these words ware spoken the

ln our country 2 And the individual

sick woman opened her eyes.

says St. Augustine, “it is Christ that
baptizeth.,

Though Paul baptize, it is |

To have gainoed any slight realization of
such a truth is truly a ‘gain’ to be
cherished, cultivated and prized far, far
beyond any sacrifice that may have been
made to attain unto it.

would
Mass.

How appropriate

Long

Rev. F

Aunthony's Chureh, Atlanta, Ga., from
which
asked the date of his reception iuto the
true fold, said :

“1 had the pleasure of receiving Mr.
the Church on
had known Mr. Harris intimately f
six years,

Harris into

id his

the only

Mr.

"ath

Ha

CONVERSION OF

0.

rris

and in all

life

thing that

**UNCLE REMUS.”

vas

to be his helpmeet, S
constant inspiration of her husband, and
by her energy, vivacity and housewifely
qualities helped him to success in this
life and happiness in the next.

a Catholie in belief

was

that time his
was thoroughly
His retiring disposition to my mind, was
prevented him from
taking the step sooner,

never been baptized in

lie faith

was f

New

ar

i

reat

ERRY

he always enjoyed ; so

Colum

who shall

ture.

15 could b

e fill

it that the bea

he proved

to his extraordinary shyness, the fear of
attracting the attention to himself which
have followed his

attendance
Jackson, of

buried, wh
June 24,
bel

Cathol

Mr. Harr

any

sh

er than that

many Catholies. His favorite books were
| Cardinal
weekly companion the Ave Mar

for baptism was no surprise to me.’

ork's, and In«l

v which
that his request
ed with stories

of the extraordinary modesty of this man,
Uways live in E
His paper, Atlanta Constitution,

said of him in its obituary.

He lived all the years of a si
shy life in the walled city of modesty,
no other man of his day was so
known.
Hundreds of people in the suburb where

Probably
widely

he lived
him.

known

had

and

His modesty
was the shyness of a timid, simple, un-
pretentious

L so

never se

was

gentleman.

show and ostentation,

lionized.

no - pers

seeker for his favor ever found him any-
kindly, interested and syvm-
All employees on the street
railway line running by his house knew
days of the
horsecar line he would often relieve the
while the latter

thing
pathetie,

and loved

driver

but

And still no old-time Negro,

m - in

1 him.

distress,

In the old

have his dinner.

When
visited
specially

should meet his train and ride with him-

self and Mrs, Roosevelt to the Gover-
nor's mansion. So all arrangements
were made to have “ Unecle Remus”
meet the Roosevelts: and they were
successful, owing to the f that a
special guard was kept on “ Uncle Re-
mus " to see that he did not escape.
At the banquet President Roosevelt
said :

“I am going to very ill repay the
courtesy with which I have heen greeted
||.\ l\in;‘, for a moment or two, acute

discomfo

fond

gave Joe

Presid

Atlanta

iple a

little

en him to kn
proverbial,

hated to

He

no deservi

went inside

ent and Mrs. Roosey
in 1906, the Preside
wat Mr. Ha

requested  tl

rt to a

s (

literature,”

When on his death-bed one of his sons
* Father, your time has
With sudc

said cheerfully,
now come to he no more,"”

ma

n of

‘ Unecle Remus,'

come and Presidents mag

| Remus stays put.,
done more |

Crex

whom I am
Presidents n
go, but Un

i

has e

* the Union than when
ndler Harris

seriousness, Mr, Harris replied: ©

son, when a man dies, instead of
‘he is no more,’ say he is ‘foreve
Speaking to Clark Howell, editor of

v

the

St.

ief

chureh, but
his knowledge of the truths of the Cath-

glish litera-

despised

very

to American

at

or

ad

of

nd

ow

It

to

elt
‘nt

1y
cle
ver

she

len
My

ine
ing

! formally opened

1557,
comes tolshuflle off the things that pre-
vent us from speaking our full minds
here

Little the wonder that such a shy man
as Mr. Harris kept his faith hidden from
the world S. H. H. in Catholie Stand-
ard and T

e ve———
ONLY AN INCIDENT,

An act of heroism, b which, per-
haps, the doer conside onl i ine
cident in his life, made up as it must
be of eontinual  sacrifice, comes from
Bruece, Wis,, of which a voung Irish
priest, Father Rice, is |.||'~v!. One
dark and stormy night last April,'the
¢ ed word t) \ Id man, who had
neglectoed | religious duties for many
e was dyi The dying ;A.l!is“-
i v mile Ly 1nd when
the jour was made, the priest found
the CU ewa river had to Ix crossed,
The bridge wa till twelve miles
furthe necessitating a return teip
of about the same distance on the othep

de of the f A boat could uot live
on the swift and treacherous rent,

and, though in all human
meant death, the

1in probability it

brave priest deecided
to  swim weross,  Divesting  himself
of his outer eclothing, he plunged into
the icy water in the midst of a hail
and snow storm, and after half an hour
of terrible st reached the oppo-
site shore. Then he pushed thro
the woods and arrived at the hedside
ol the man in time to administer the
last Sacraments. This, it is said, is not
the first time Father Rice has risked his
life wrder to carry the ministrations
f their relicion to dying members of
his 1

g e
CATHOLIC NOTES.

Rev. Geo, J, Vahey, of Cleveland, one
of the best kn priests in the United
States, was instantly killed on August
Oth, in an automobile acecident, near

Toledo, Ohio.

Rev. Father Keilty, P. P.,

! Douro,
Diocese of Peterhoro,

went St. Aun's day,
1908, at the Shrine of St. Ann de Beaupre.
On that day forty he was
ordained a priest in St. Mary's Cathe-
dral, Kingston.

Fifteen members of the society of
Jesus were ordained on July 28, at the
Sacred Heart College, Woodstock Md.,
by His Excellency, the Most Rev. Dio-
mede Falconio, the Apostolie Delegate
of Washington.

Years ago

The many friends of Father John B.
Tabb and all who admire the poet-priest
because of his beautiful writings, will
be pained to learn that the gifted author
has  recently experienced one of the
Mictions that man can endure
the loss of sight.

keenest ¢

The largest seminary in the world is
the for foreign missions in Paris.
More than 1,300 secular priests, all or-
dained at this

one
nursery of the priest=
work in the missions of Asia.
The combined population of the territor-
1es cavered by num-

hood, are at

this great society

bers nearly 259,000,000 souls.

'h

2o is to entertain the first Cath-

olic missionary congress ever held in the
United  States. The event, scheduled
for next November, is expected to
eclipse the recent Cathol jubilee

celebration in New York, Preparations
for the affair are under the supervision

of the Catholic Church Extension
Society,

In eommemoration of the one hun-
dredth anniversary of the birth of
Cardinal Manning a great demonstra-

tion, the League of the

oss, was held in Hyde Park, London,

organized by

Sunday afternoon, July 19, over ten
thousand people taking part. The
assemblage was one of the most memor-

able of the kind that has been witnessed
in the metropolis for many years,

The Right Rev. Bishop Conaty, of Los
Angeles, received into the Church on
July 27, Mr. Grover R. Harrison until
recently a student of the Western Kpis-
copal Seminary of Chicago. Mr. Harrison
is another of the band of professors and
students of Neshota and the Western
seminaries who have resented the open-
pulpit canon and entered the Catholie
Chure : 5

The Right Rev. Bishop O'Connell will
soon complete his six term as
rector of the University at Washington,
and the rumor of his appointment as
coadjutor to His Eminence (ardinal
Gibbons, with the ht of succession to
the Archbishoprie of Baltimore, is per-

vears'

sistent. It is said that such a promotion
is favored by the Cardinal. Bishop
O'Connell is with His Eminence in
Europe this summer.

The
ration of (

convention of the American
atholic Societies was
in Boston on the T0th
instant by a business session, preceded
by Solemn High Mass of Requiem for the
the Church of the
Coneception. The conven-
tion will discuss many important matters
including divoree laws, socia'ism, chser=
‘ vance of the Sabbath, child labe
dition of immigrants and the question of
forming an organization similiar to the
Young Men's Christian Association.
The Right Rev. Mgr. O'Riordan,
Rector of the Irish College, Rome, was
received in  audience by the Holy
Father last week and presented a nume-
ber of cases containing Irvish gifts for the
Papal Jubilee. The important
was a Papal cope of Trish poplin, magni-
ficently embroideved, the gift of several
laymen, headed by Charles Dawson, of
Dublin. The Pope promised to wear

deceased members at
Immaculate

Con-

most

the Constitution, about his father, with

whom he had worked for thirty years, he ‘

said : “ There was never a ripple on the

strong

faith in each other. But one day hn‘
beatitudes,

slipped

stream

of

our

gently into
n . . ) . . .
where [ hope to find him when my time ' sent them the Apostolic Benediction.
.

confidence

the

and

the cope on the earliest oceéasion. The
donors of the other gifts included the
Society of Irish Working Missions, the

| Irish Sisters of Charity, and Messrs.
Lafayette, of Dublin, His Holiness
begged Mgr. O'Riordan to give his

warm thanks to all the donors, and he




