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(From Our Own Correspondont.
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Ottawa, July 20.

IN THE HOUSE.—Such is the
aass of matter before me and a-
round me that I actually know not
how to commence a weekly letter.
To meke matters as intelligible as
is possible I will divide my letter
into two sections. The first par.t,
refer to local matters and reli-

will
gious subjects; I will have to re-
gerve till later what I have to write

concerning the political situation. It
will be remembered that last week
I had foretold startling dpvelop-
ments that were to occur even be-
fore my letter would be in press.
The very next day they came, her-
alded by the resignation of the Min-
jster of Railways, Hon. Mr. Blair;
and they precipitated a state of af-
fairs such as can scarcely be de-
geribed.  As I now write the poli-
tical atmosphere is still heavy with
expectations. This is a day of
calm. To.morrow, or after at lat-
est, a series of Resolutions will be
introduced in the House of Com-
upon which the Grand Trunk
Railway Bill will be based.
in our

mons,
Pacific
Until these Resolutions are
hands all we can do is to speculate
upon the probable outcome of the

whole scheme. I am, therefore, forc-

od by circumstances to leave aside

for a couple of days—in fact as |terviews fill several columns of the
long as it is possible—this second | daily press, there is not onc word
part of my letter. Between this | or thought expressed that is not in
and the hour of the paper going to | harmony with the sentiments of the

ppress I hope to have sufficient infor-
mation to cnable me to set before
the readers of the “True Witness'
the situation in all its phases and
with every imaginable sidelight cast
upon it. Your correspondent hap-
pens to be in an exceptional good
place to secure all the most reliable
details, and with that impariality
which has ever guided the *‘ True
Witness”’ on all subjects that affect
the political situation, I shall at-
tempt to analyze the present as well
as forecast the future prospects of
the Government in this important
crisis,. Meanwhile, I take advan-
tage of the lull in the political ar-
ona to speak of other events that
now absorb public attention at the
Capital.

THE POPE'S DEATH. — As I

write the flags float at half mast | $25 000. Ex-Mayor Durocher, grand
from the spire of the Parliament president, after stating that new
Building, from the City Hall, and|pranches of the society have been
from almost all the public edifices established at Ripon and St. Isi-
of the city. The bells of the basil- | dore de Prescott, and others are to
ica have given the signal, and the | he established next week in Beauce
steeples of the many churches have | county, at St. Evariste, St. Hon-

taken up the tolling refrain, while
across the Ottawa comes the solemn
notes of Hull's beautiful chime, and
still further off in the distance ring
the bells of the Gatineau. It is the
announcement to the faithful of that
expected, but ever sad news that
the Pope is dead. And yet in that
chorus of sounds there is an under-
tone of confidence that blends with
the minors of grief it is that confi-
dence which has,inspired the Church
from the day when first were heard

the sublime words, ‘“The . Pope 1is [ jn Ottawa to such an extent how-
dead, but Peter never dies.” Leo |ever, that the clerical staff had to
XIIL. has fulfilled his magnificent | he increased several times, and the
wission, * he has run his glorious | present quarters have become some-
course, he has fought the good | what erowded. Moreover, the strong
fight. In dying he has left his mem- membership and high standing of the

ory and his precept to encourage and
to guide his successor, and the
Church goes on to the end of time,
marching sublimely down the ages,
-& mystery to the world, an object
of dilection in the eyes of God.

His Grace Archbishop Duhamel is
absent on a pastoral visitation, but
left full instruction what was to be
done in the event of the Holy Fa-
ther’s death, The Church bells
bells were to ring for one hour, from
five till six in the evening. And
these are the bells that now send
their notes of sorrow in upon me as
I write these lines. On Wednesday,
July 20th, the grand Requiem
Masses wiill be sung in  all  the
churches of the archdiocese. 6 The
Apostolic Delegate will preside on
Wednesday at  the Basilica. Your

each of them declares that he is not

creased business at the headquarters

more imposing hall should be erect-

French-Canadians of the Capital un-

cieties of French origin will be held,

year. A debate,

proof of his great kindness and con-
descension, and also on account of
close relations between him and my
late esteemed predecessor. As Apos-
tolic Delegate because I represent
his person and authority. A great
loss it is both for the Church and
the entire world. His whole life
was devoted to the service of God,
His Church " and his fellow-beings,
Under his direction the Church has
acquired prestige throughout the
whole world. With his master mind
he wisely guided the barque of Pe-
ter through troubled seas, and drew
upon it the respect of all fair-minded
men, irrespective of creed or nation-
ality. By the loftiness of his intel-
lect he perceived all the wants
mankind of the present time,
splendid literary style and

profundity of thought and
ness of view he applied the

ples of Jesus Christ and of His
Church to the solution of all ‘the
gravest questions that now agitate
peoples and nations. In this we
cannot but admire the wisdom and
the fire of his ardent charity which
prompted him to desire and work
for the salvation and welfare of hu-

of
In a
with a
1arge-
princi-

manity.””
“If his wise teachings be followed,
peace, = order, progress, both civil

and moral, will reign throughout the
world; therefore the Catholic Church
mourns a most tender and loving
father, the world a most wise coun-
sellor and guide, but whilst
mourn him he is gone to receive and

we

enjoy the reward due to his great
virtues and labors.”’
I need intrude no more on your

space concerning this all absorbing
question, save to say that
every Protestant minister in Ottawa
has given expression to views
cerning Leo XIII.,, and his death ;
and it is a most gratifying thing to
be able to say that, while their in-

nearly

con-

Catholic world at this hour. They
are unanimous in their kindly opin-
ions of the dead Pontiff, and while

in accord with the religious dogma
of Rome, still he considers the death
of Leo XIII. as the greatest loss
this world has sustained in

generations, while the life he
spend has been one of God's
precious gifts to the human race in
modern times.

many
has
most

A CATHOLIC HALL.—The officers
of St. Joseph’s Union, the strong
French-Canadian Fraternal Society
of Ottawa, have decided to build a
splendid new hall on the site of the
present one at the cormer of York
and Dalhousie streets. It is expect-
ed that the hall wili cost about

ore, and St. Sebastien, gave us the

following statement concerning the
new undertaking:—
“The erection of a new hall is

made necessary by the growth of
St. Joseph’s Union, which has been
steady and gratifying. When the
present hall, formerly a church, was
gsecured, it was considered very com-

modious. The establishment of
many new branches of the order
in-

throughout Ontario and Quebec

order, made it imperative that a
ed. The site at the corner of York
and Dalhousie streets is a central
one, hence the decision to retain it
for the new hall.”’

A FEDERATION.—At a meeting
of the St. Jean Baptiste Society on
Sunday, the question came up of
the best way to gather all the

der the auspices of that society. On
August 1st, 2nd and 8rd next a
great demonstration of all the so-

and the festivities will be on a scale
only second to that of Montreal this,
lasting  several

correspondent. now asks for space | hours, took place on a resolution
for the following words of Mgr. | proposing to adopt as the national
Sbarretti, the .Apostoli Delegate, hl the flag of the old French
Who made use of them to-day—Mon- | monarchy, with a Maltese cross in
day—on recoipt of the final news of | the centre surmounted — with the

‘the death of His ‘Holiness;

ﬁ_ the corners. By a narrow vote it
‘was decided to defer the matter till

Sacred Heart and with fleur-de-lys

later. Some thought it to be too

religious a banner for a nationality,

hA

C. 0. F.—Unfavorahle though the
weather was on Sunday, still the,
Church parade of the Catholic Order
of Foresters was a most creditable
demonstration. About 1,300 were in
line. These included the local courts
and five hundred visiting brethren
from Perth, Smith’s Falls, Cum-
ming's Bridge, Billing’s Bridge,
Rockland, Buckingham, Brockville,
Carleton Place, Arnprior, Metcalfe,
Fallowficld Moose Creek Aylmer,
Hull and Gatineau Point. The
Brook, Clarence Creek.

The delegation from Perth, Brock-
ville, Smith’s Falls and Carleton
Place came by special trains.

At St. Jean Baptiste Church elo-
quent sermons were delivered by
Rev. Father Gill, 0.P., in English,
and Rev. Father Harpin, O.P., in
French. The preachers spoke of the
great advantages to be derived from
union, and from membership in such
a fraternal society as the Catholic
Foresters, and urged them to
up to the principles of the order, by
doing which they would be good
Catholics and good citizens. Solemn
Benediction of the Blessed Sacra-
ment was given, a beaygiful musical
service being rende the di-
rection of Mr. Am \blay, or-
ganist of the Basilica.

live

arnels

VISITORS.—On Monday a special
train of the brought
about excursionists

from

Intercolonial

hundred
and Montmorency
Falls, the
Capital. They were under the direc-
tion of the Minister of Justice, Hon.
Mr. Fitzpatrick, and his secretary,
Mr. Verrette. They were accompan-
ied by the Mastai bands. They spent
the day on the electric cars, visiting
the Experimental Farm and other
points of interest. And in the ai-
ternoon they invaded the House of
Commons. They played music in
the summer house on the hill, and
played all kinds of pranks around
the Buildings., They had possession
of the place. This makes the
ond monster excursion, in a month
that Hon. Mr. Fitzpatrick has
brought to Ottawa. Evidently if
he cannot get away from his Parlia-
mentary duties to visit his constitu-
ents, is bound that they shall
come and visit him.

seven
Beauport,

in Quebee County, to

sec-

he

Pope of the Holy Rosary

(By An Occasional Contributor.)

Many are the titles which belong
to Leo XITI, and now that
tious life been
it may not

one of

his pre-
closed,
to
of

has
be
them—Pope

untimely
recall
the Holy Rosary—to which possibly
much recuperative force can
be ascribed. It is
short of a miracle that
has the ninety-third
stone in life, should sink to the verge
of the tomb, hang as it were, over
the abyss of eternity, gather
together sufficient spirit and energy
to conquer that all-congtuering death
and return to the .ways and activ-
ities of men. If such a wonderful
change not ascribed to
and the efficacy of human
sion, then truly has the faith died
out in the hearts of people. And if
there be one form of prayer more
than another which awakened
loving enthusiasm of the Holy Fa-
ther it was that of the Holy Ros-
ary.

We have but to recall his splendid
series of encyclical letters dealing
with that grand devotion to form
an idea of how truly Leo XIII, con-
fided in the advocacy of the Mother
of God. We need not here recapitu-
late all those touching and loving
expressions with which he called
upon the faithful throughout the
world to honor Mary by the faith-
ful recitation of the Rosary. The
arguments (hat he set forth, drawn
from divine teachings, from the
story of Mary’s own and oft-repeat-
ed wishes, from the history of past
miracles, and from the logic of theo-
logy, constitute a chain-work of rea-
soning that may not unfittingly be
compared to the chain-work of the
Holy Rosary itself, When we, also,
consider that this is the month of
the Holy Rosary, and that in each
family the parents and children are
expected to practise that loveable
devotion daily during this. month,
we cannot but assume that such
millions of Rosaries said for the in-
tention of the good Pope and for his
restoration to health, must have
been one of the causes of the pro-
longation of his days, even after all
human science would have it that

numbered.
o
form of invocation more pleasing to

of . his
certainly little
a man who

passed mile-

and

be prayer,

interces-

the

At is a regular love chant arising
from the pious soul, and giving to
her every endearing and noble term
that the mind of the devout could
conceive., And yet, after all the hu-
man vocabulary seems to have been
exhausted in tender and loving terms
wherewith to address the most love-
able of God's creatures, Leo XII1,
seems to have discovered yet an-
other appropriate expression to be
added to that Litany. After calling
her mother most amiable, and mo-
ther most admirable, he adds there-
to the invocation of mother of good
counsel. In this city we have a
parish dedicated to Our Lady of
Good Counsel; and it was Leo XIIT
who suggested that term to be ap-
plied to her whose whole list of ti-
tles are concentrated in that of Mo-
ther of GGod. We, therefore, see how
deep and powerful has beéen the un-
dercurrent of devotion to the Bles-
sed Virgin that has ever swbpt
through the great soul of Leo XIIT.

And now that we are in the month
of the Holy Rosary, and that “the
Pope of the Holy Rosary’” is bat-
tling for life against an array that
fcw men ever meet,
still ever succeed in conquering, we
should join all our supplications to
and especially
Holy Rosary—his
by predilection—in

and that fewer

those of the Church,
make of the
of prayer
asking that
time longer to
hold
through the winding and dangerous

use
form
he be spared for some
the

direct ship, to

the helm, to guide the Church
channels that seem to suddenly have
Heen encountered upon her way. And
we are confident that if there is any
power, under that of God twhich can
restore him to the duties of his au-
gust

office, it is that .power which

lies in the invocations of the Holy

Rosary.

Diocese of
Three Rivers.

CENTENARY CELEBRATION, —
On the fourth of July Mgr. Clou-
tier, Bishop of Three Rivers, made

his entry into the find old parish of
St. Narci It was his usual pas-
toral visitation; but this year a spe-
cial solemnnity was added to the
occasion, the parish celebrated
the one hundredth anniversary of its
foundation. On Sunday, the 5th
July, the good Bishop administered
the Sacrament of Confirmation to
200 children of the parish, and that

3.

as

evening left for the parish of St
Timothee. On Tuesday, the 7th
July, he returned for the special

celebration of the centenial.

The most attractive portion of the
ceremonies was a . torch-light proces-
sion that had all the novelty of an-

tiquity about it. From all ends of
the district people flocked to St.
Narcisse; the carly colonists and
founders of the parish were repre-

that procession, and the
and

sented in
illuminations
singing turned the entire region into

bon-fires, music
a veritable fairy land.
On Wednesday morning,
o’clock, High Mass was sung by the
Bishop, and a most eclocqient sermon

at nine

preached by Rev. Abbe Gerin. The
series of addresses delivered by the
Bishop, by Dr. Pagpmette, by Rev,
M. F. Gauthier, and the historic
lecture by Rev. 'H. Trudel, all
touched upon the story of the par-
ish. It is not often that a Cana-

dian parish celcbrates its hunaredth
birth-day, and in the present in-
stance the history of the place is
woven into that of Canada and the
carly missionary struggles. We will,
therefore, give our readers a brief
account of St. Narcisse.

This parish of St. Narcisse is situ-
ated about twelve miles from the
St. Lawrence, due north, between
the seignories of Champlain and
Batiscan. That portion of it which
is situated in Batiscan, belonged,
when the first colonists came there,
to the parishes of Ste. Genevieve
and St. Stanislaus; the other part
belonged to the parish of Champlain.
About the year 1800 some farmers
of the surrounding country began to
visit the district. The first who
are known to have gone there are
Collet, of Batiscan, and Norhert and

Trepanier, of Ste. Genevieve. But
none of these remained. The first
real settler who came there was

Louis Cosset. It was in 1803 that
he left Batiscan to set up his tent.
He was born at Ste. Genevieve de
Patiscan, the 17th October, 1781,
On the 22nd June, 1808, when in
his 22nd year, Louis Cosset left his
native parish, and axe in hand, and
with a small amount of provisions,
he penetrated into the forest. He
came to a tract of land, now occu-
pied by M. Francois Baril, on the
Riviere a la Lime, and there resolv-
od to make himself a future home,
After a time, there was a road leg-

. but it was years later

| the Blessed Virgin than the Litany.

very spot where “now stands the
Church of St. Stanislaus. But only
odce each month was Mass cele-
brated by Rev. O. Langlois, parish
priest of Ste. Genevieve. This latter
parish was used by the pioneer as
the basis of his operations, the
place whence he drew his provisions,
He spent his first winter in Ste.
Genevieve, and in 1805 he married
a daughter of that parish. Thence
forward the work progressed, others
followed his example, and soon the
place began to be heard of. The fam-
ily of Louis Henault dit Champagne
came there, and settled a few acres
from Cosset’s place. A couple of
years later Francois Lefebvre and
Antoine Mongrain, made themselves
homes in the same locality. In 1812,
Hyacinthe Cosset, a brother of
Louis, in 1815, Francois Baril, and
in 1818 another of the Cossat bro-
thers, Jeremie, sought their fortunes
in this almost unknown region.
Thus began the settlement. =
The distance from the Church of
Ste. Genevieve to the Chapel at St.
Stanislaus about
and a half, and it

was seven miles

was a rough road

to travel. Not like that of to-day;
not like that splendid plank road
that leads from Price’s Mills down

the Batiscan, over which a carriage
or a buckboard can travel as easily
as a parlor car on the track,

When Cosset set up his tent in the
1802,

chapel, the priest, Rev. M

wilderness, in and built his
Langlois

was the second parish priest of Ste,

Genevive. Rev, Mr. Aubry had been
the first one—he was appointed in
1786; in 1805 Rev. Mr. Dorval suc-

ceeded Rev, Mr. Langlois; then came

Rev. Mr. Le Bourdais, in 1812: from | l0Ve for His mother is a fountain
1813 to 1815 it was Rev. Chas. | ©f blessings for us, so Mary's love 5
Hob; and from 1818 to 1862, Rev for her own mother—St. Ann—is al-
F. X. Cote so a source of untold blessings. It
We cannot well enter into all the [ i8 thus that the devoted lovers and
details” of the history of this inter- | Servants of St. Ann reach the Di-
esting parish. But fn 1851 [t wag | vVine Spring of all celestial benefac-
canonically crected. It was carved tions. She pleads with her daugh-
out of the two parishes of Ste, | ter; the daughter pleads with her
Genevieve and St. -Stanislas, and | ©¥n Son, and the chain of prayer A
had for its first priest Rev. Mr. P., and of response is complete in its
Patry. On the 14th June, 1851, every link. s f
Mgr. P. F. Turgeon, Archbishop of It is but natural that the Son of l'
Quebec, placed the new -parish under God would take into account the i
the patronage of St. Narcisse, Con- [ love of Mary for her mother and Q"
fessor and Pontiff, whose feast jg | confer on that mother powers and
celetjrated on the 29th October. Mgr. privileges, beyond the ordinary. And "
Cook, then Vicar-General and parish | that such is the case, we have not ’I'.'
priest of Three Rivers (afterwards to go beyond the limits of our own ‘
b I
Bishop of that diocese), selected the | province, we have here the most ir- i
site for the Church and marked out | refutable testimony of the influence, vf
the limitations of the parish. On the | the affection, the miracle-working ht
strength of this great saint. In ol

15th December, 1851,
ago, the first Mass was celahjtated in

fifty years

the new Church, by Rev. F. X. Cote,
of Ste. Jenevieve In 1854, the
presbytery was built, In 1855 the

Loarded of wardens was elected. One
elementary school was built in 1836,
and another in 1858
1859, by proclamation of the
ernor of Quebec the parish was civ-
ily erected. To-day they have four

Finally, in
Gov-

schools; the population comprises
about 1,400 souls, and there are
6,000 acres of land under cultiva-
tion there.

Such is a brief history of this now
prosperous Catholic parish, the hun-
dredth anniversary of which has heen
with and
enthusiasm. We
most of this information
splendid speo#al number of the
fluvien,”” the
Rivers.

And the writer takes a special de

celebrated so much pomp

translated

from a
“Tri-

local organ of Three

light in transcribing these few lines
while

again,

for, so doing, he travels in

memory over those very

which ‘“‘twenty golden years

knew his presence well; and he

roads,
ago'’
conjures up scenes and events so in-
tertwined around his heart that
they still and forever will form part
of his life. He can see again the
churches of Ste. Genevieve and St
Stanislas, and the cemetery beyond
the latter, and there are buried
memories that arise, and faces that
reappear, which the passage of time,
and the coldness and hollowness of
life's joys and cares, cannot wipe
out from the racollection. And there
are others, still living, but far from
those memory-haunted scenes, who
come back again, for the span of
years is leaped in a single bound,
the hopes and ambitions, the airial
castles and fond aspirations, that
had all their foundations away up
in that northern region, revive, glow
and fling a delusion of momentary
happiness upon the one who sits a-
lone, and thinks, and writes.

The simple faith, the honest toil,
the noble sacrifices that line the his-
tory of Ct. Narcisse, of the parish-
ioners, past and present, are wor-
thy a place in the archives 6of the
land.

SCOTLAND'S CANAL.

The plans for the construction of
a ship canal between the Firth of
Forth, on the east of Scotland, a-
cross 1o ‘the River Clyde, on the

west, have been definitely arranged.
The canal will cost $50,000,000.
One of the great engineering fea~-

tures of the scheme will be the car-|
canal through the high |

ryin‘ of the

the Loch Lomond ¢nd.

FEAST
OF
ST. ANN.

(By an Occasional Correspondent. fl ‘x
AL B 4
3

To-morrow, Sunday, 26th July,

the Church celebrates the feast of

St. Ann, the glorious Mother of Our :l'
Blessed Lady. It is, in consequence, ‘-,':
a day of special rejoicing for all 7"’
Catholics, and for none more than ‘j

the devoted servants of Mary. We

are reminded, from year's end to
year's end, of all that we owe to
the Blessed Virgin, and there scarce- B
ly passes a day that in some man- M
ner she is not honored, for she was o
the most privileged of human be-
ings, the most perfect, the most #
spotless, And, moreover, she is the b
most powerful of all the advocates 7
that our race has in heaven, Her i
power is based upon the great privi- g"r
lege which she enjoys as the Mo- o]
ther of Christ. His filial love for -‘
His earthly mother is the key where- ;‘a
with she can open the treasure-
house of graces, when in response to -.'
those who have faith in her and who o
invoke her with confidence, she begs .
0y

ance in need of which her )
servants so badly stand. L
On the same principle that Christ’s

that ass

glancing over the names of the dif-

ferent parishes in Quebec, we find i‘
not less than twenty that are spe- k
cially under the protection of S8t, ;
Ann. One of the leading Irish Cath- o
olic parishes of our own city is that 3
which bears the name of St. Ann, s
Down at Beaupre, there in the heart i
of the Laurentians that skirt the W
St. Lawrence, a malfestic towers to i
heaven and in a perpetual sermon in M.
stone preaches the glories of this I
maternal saint. But more eloquent l‘

all other forms of expression,

than
ba

they of sculpture, architecture,

;

painting, music, or words, are the
processions of pilgrims, f{rom all
ends of the continent, that perpe-

tually wend their ways to the shrine

of St. Ann. The evidences of the

physical cures operated, miraculous- 5:
ly through her intercession, are there
out of number. But if those phy-

sical cures are almost too numerous
to were as easy to
count the stars in the sky as to en-
umerate the miracles of a spiritual
character that have been wrought in
hearts and souls by the wonderful
influence Good St. Ann. We
might, therefore, say that our pro-
vince rests, as it were, under her
special protection. It has been a
section of the world upon which she
has gazed with particular predilec~
tion. We, then, are bound in a
manner far more strongly than are
other people to honor St. Ann on
the occasion of her annual feast.
And this year it comes on a Sunday
a day when all Catholics have a
particular opportunity of leaving a-
side all thoughts of worldly cares
and occupations, and of allowing
their souls to enter fully into the
spirit of the Church.

We learn with deep pleasure that
the amount of pilgrims to the shrine
of St. Ann have never before been
as great as during the present sea~
son. It is evident that the spirit of
devotion amongst our people, ins+
stead of dying out, or being dwarfed
by interests and occupations of &
purely material character, has in«
creased in fervor and is as powerful
now, if not more so, as ever it wi
To-morrow, then, all who = have
faith in Our Lord’s love fot His Mo=
ther, and Mary’'s love for her mo~
ther, will feel an inspiration to hom-
or in a befitting manner Good St. &
Ann. )

be recalled, it

of




