h ves, but most
gleadly to the white man, It 'was

Heservedly named the “‘White Man's

2 ly consideration
‘could induce any sane man of the

‘white race even to think of settling
Permanently in Western Africa, The
climate forbade him under pain’ of
certain death,

The Catholic missionaries alone
Ppaid no heed to that  prohibition.
Thanks to their ministrations among
the native tribes for the past forty-
five years, those regions of Lower
Guinea which ¢ bear the well-known
names of Dahomy, the Gold Coast,
Lagos, the Basin of the Niger River,
:i.e Ivory Coast, and Benin, contain

ree vicariates-apostolic, governed
by three bishops, and two perfect-
wres-apostolic, These ecclesiastical
divisions count 80,000 Catholics,
10 priests, 80 religieuses, 47
churches and chapels, 53 schools, 51
orphanages and dispensaries, 2 leper
houses, and ‘other minor institutions.
The establishment of these missions
nlong the Guinea Coast has been
the work of the Society of African
Missions of Lyons, France—a congre-
gation of priests who devote them-
selves entirely and exclusively to the
Dark Continent, and who have pro-
minently identified themselves with
its western regions for nearly half g
century. The results which they have
g0 far obtained have been dearly
purchased. The death-roll of the So-
ciety counts over 200 priests and
sisters—victims to the deadly cli-
mate of Africa. First on the list is
the name of the venerated Founder,
Bishop de Marion Bresillac, who died
at rra, Leone in Jume, 1859, only
four weeks after his arrival on the
coast. Three of his priests and a lay
brother died within the same month.
The brother only lived three weeks
from the date of his arrival, and the
priests six weeks, five months, and
four months respectively. The Bishop
and founder of the Society received
Extreme Unction at the hands of the
last of his dying companions, who
survived him only one day. Both
were interred, necessarily, without
the rites of the Church. Their graves
were blessed the following year by
the Rev. Father Borgheroi another
member of the Society, who had
come - to continue what they had
scarcely been permitted to begin.
From the date of this first terrible
check to its efforts the history of
the work of the African Mission So-
ciety has been one long, continued
record of privations suffering, and
death. The average length of life of
the priests who died on the Mission
or who returned in shattered health

Vo die at home has been only two
Voats and ten mowths; that of ‘the
sisters has reached four yeats, The
Laverage age of the prigsts who suc-]
cumbed to the climate has been thir-
ty years; that of the sisters twenty-
eight. Of a death list of over two
hundred fifty died within a vear
from the date of their arrival on the
Migsion, and only nine survived ten
years.

-

These facts and figurer may seem
perhaps almost incredibly out of
date in the present era of Church
history,  but they are nevertheless
gtrictly and sternly true. Their ac-
curacy can be tested by applying to
the Seminary of the African Mis-
siong, 150 Cours Gambetta, Lyons,
F¥rance. This address represents the
Lentral house of the Missionary So-
ciety already named. It was estab-
Jdisbed in that city ncarly fifty years
Agd by the venerated bishop whose

. heroic death on the coast of Guinea
~ has just Deen narrated. This saintly
’u‘da.te, in the difficulties which be-
et ihe first humble b?ginnings of
‘his great work for the evangelization
“of Africa, was favored with the ad-
wvice and encouragement of the ven-
erable cure d’Ard, who 'lived about
thirty thiles from Lyons. Bishop de
“Marion Bresillac was succeedad by
Very Rev. Augustin  Joseph
Planque, the present Superior-Gener-
'Thig venerable and illustrious ec-
iastic, for many years the most
Pprominent figure in the foreign mis-
iry movement. in  France, has
erned the society with remarkable

ity, and sucgesd for the past for-
yomrs, and there is every in-

that he will continie to do

several years to come. During.

term of his administration

—

said the ~venerable | 5

prieai. 'to abandon the project, and
to disband my seminary. Our found<

er had, however, before his depart-|.

ure counselled me in the event of
his death, to persevere with his work
80 long as a shadow of hope re-
mained. T respectfully intimated this
to His Eminence, and said that I
would consult the Holy Father, Car-
dinal Barnabo, Prefect of Propagan-
da, at my request, explained to His
Holiness how the little congregation
seemed crushed in its infancy. Pius
IX. listened with emotion, and then
to opur surprise, exclaimed ‘“Dit no-
men Domini benedictum!?’ This Holy
Father decided that we should per-
severe, and I accepted his decision
as coming from above.”

There is a similar  seminary
Cairo, Egypr, It 1s presided
by the Prefect Apostolic of the
Egyptian Delta.” This portion of
Egypt has also been confided by
Propaganda to the African Mission
Congregation, and has formed an-
other of its fields of labor for the
past 24 years. The results obtained
in that time are represented by ten
churches and chapels, onc ecclesias-
tical seminary, ome college, ten
schools, and six free dispensaries for
the sick poor, At one of the mis-
sions—that of Tantah—at which the
writer passed several years, the
school attendance has now reached
700, The Catholic population of the
Prefecture is about 9,000; the Mo-
hammedan population is 38,000,000.
A daily average of 4,000 sick poor
receive treatment from the Sisters
in the dispensaries, at which there
is also a yearly average of 4,500
dying infants baprized. The person-
nel of the Prefecture consists of 1
Prefect Apostolique, 45 priests, and
75 sisters—all members of the Afri-
can Mission Societ,

in
over

It will scarcely be neces: ary to in-
form the readers of the ‘* Tablet '’
that the Val,ey of the Nile, which
Was once so profoundly Chr ian
and Oatholic, is now entirely Moham-
medan. Until recent years it was one
of the great strongholds of Moslem-
ism in the East. Under the action
of certain European influences. not-
ably tha of the British Protector-
ate, its Moslem fanaticismn and anti-
Christian  prejudices are, however,
now fast pa(sing away. The country
is rapidly undergoing an evolution.
and is becoming every day more and
more European. This evolution of-
fers golden opportunities of giving,
to a certain extent, a Christian ten-
dency to the current of civilization.
The religion of the prophet is losing
its hold upon the more enlightened
sectiong of the people in proportion
as Europeay civilization finds its
Way among thei; and thaz, fo oyery
reason to believe that this move-
ment will continue until the fables
of the Koran and the religion which
they compose have become past his-
tory. In the meantime the Arabic
a ptic youth of the Nile Valley

an education. The ‘‘rai-
son d'etr of the colleges and
schools of the Latin missionaries is,
therefore, to reach as much as pos-
Sible of this section of the popula~
tion, while the free ‘dispensaries
which work in connection with them
reach another section, and show
their beneficiaries among the masses
of the people that Christianity comes
to them as a friend.

A meniber of the African 'Mission
Society who has been stationed for
several years in Egypt, the Rev, D,
J. 0'Sullivan, is now in Lopdon in
the inferests of the work .4n which
his congregation is engaged., The
missions which he represents are, for
the most part, thousands of miles
from the ordinary sources of Chris-
tian aid, in the most deadly climate
in the werld—that of Western Africa,
and among semi-savages who cannot
materially assist them., He has been
sent to this country for the pur-
pose of endeavoring to make
work: of his societys known, and of
enlisting the sympathy of the bene-
volent in its behalf. His Eminence
the Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda.
in a letter dated May 22, strongly
commends the object of his mission
and vouches for its necessity.

CLOSING EXERCISES DOWN BY
: THE SEA. ’

]

The - Charlottetown

i of Branch No. 1, C.M.B

the

any .way
aided or befriended us. amd in part-
ing  wo extend to them a cordial
farewell. To all, farewell k
that make us linger'” yet farewell.

We congratulate St  Tunstan’'s
College and its Valedictorian & and
wish them continued success. '

Mr, J. J. McGowan, is the son of
Mr. William McGowan, of the I. C.
R., Moncton, and formerly of the
Transcript’s mechanical department.

ST.

GABRIBL'S PARISH.

Rev. Father O'Meara, P.P., of St.
Gabriel’s parish, tendered the boys
of Sarsfield School an entertainment
which was very much appreciated by
hundreds of the pupils and their
friends, a few evenings ago. The pro-
gramme, which was under the direc-
tion of Prof. J. J. Shea, was of a
high order. )

The various choruses, solos, fancy
drills, recitations, dialogues, etc.; by
the pupils of the St. Gabriel School,
were all rendered in a pleasing man-
ner and elicited much APplause, as
did also the ’cello solos by Mr. V.
Pelletier; the string quartette (two
violins, viola and ’cello) by Messrs.
Shea, St. John, Drouin and  Pelle- |

ier. The violin solo, ““Mabella’s Lul-

"' by Mr. Belanger (a pupil of
J. Shea), and a solo. by Mr. |
also gave much pleasyre
much applause. The di-
he Thief of Time,”’ Wns"
another interesting feature of the
programme, and was rendered in
dramatic'style. The various charac- |
were represented as follows :— |
alph Ready,” by A. Shea: Charles
Cheerful, by J. R. Walsh: J. Ray,
by J. Flood, all school boys; while
M 5, an old gentleman,’ was |
represented by Mr. P. Graney; John
Clod, a farmer, by Mr. J, Brady;
and Patsy Flynn, and Irishman, by
Mr. M. Flood. The conclusion of the
first part of the programme was fol-
lowed by the presentsdtion of an ad-
dress to the enthusiastic and gonial
pastor, in reply to which he coun-
selled the boys to always be upright
and aim to be models of society.

e —
LETTER OF CONDOLENGCE.

We have received the follo ng lets
ter from Mr. F. C. Lawlor ecretary
., for pub-

lication
To Mr. Fdward Hart.—

Dear Friend—Pleasé reSt assured
that the membership of Branch No.
1, C.M.B.A.; regret the death of your
late brother, Owen Hart, and now
desire to comvey to you, through
their secretary, the since and bro~
therly sympat®y we all feel in your
sad affliction. In doing so, we beg
to say, some of us who had known
him for years are particularly  af-
fected at the parting of two good
brothers, who had labo: together
so. happily for a lifetime, as indus-
trious business young men and re-
spected citizens, and gaining for
themselvés the esteem of all, by
their honest dealings in trade and
their = generous dispositions, being
ever ready when called upon by, some
friends 1o aid in any charitable and
worthy object. But, now, that God
in' His infinite wisdom, . has been
pleased to call your brother home to
his reward, we earfestly pray that
his soul mdy be happy and enjoying
the sweet, bliss of that heavenly king-
fdom, away beyond the cold grave.
forever more. "We also pray that God
in His mercy may be pleased to bless
you with~the grace of Christian res
signation to His holy will, and spare
you'in good health for many years.

‘segheni and Qilles gde Pelichy,

Loy explosives, when these ' objects

are munufactured by the. ton = for:

the celebrations of the Fourth '

i
July, Dominion Day, St. Jean Bap-|

tiste, and Bych-like great public fes-
tivals, the following s«d story from

Paterson, N.J., should convey a les-:

son that neéds no comment :

Firemen and police are !
to-day in  the ruins of the burned
buildings on Main strect, - Paterson,
N.J., for bodies of victims believed
still to be under the masses of brick
and charred wood, Fourteen persons
are known to be dead, their ‘ bodies
having  been recoveréd. 'Three are
still missing.

After a long list of the killed, the
missing and the wounded amounting
to over ome hundred in all, we learn
these details :(—

The explosion wrecked the build-
ing No. 440 Main stieet completely.
It was a three-story brick structure,
with sevemty-five feet frontage, and
in the centre of it was the fireworks
store.. The cause of the explosion
may never be known, Some of the
injured were hurt by jumping out of
windows.

The pathetic attempls of some mo-
thers to save their children became
known through the finding - of the
bodies. Mrs. Isaiah Bamber was pick-
ed up with her baby in her arms;
both dead. Theére was a noticeable
case of heroism on the part of Mr.
and Mrs. Jessup, who will both re-
cover. He and his wile were saved
by jumping from a third-story win-
dow into a fire-net. When they ap-
peared at their window the flames

J were bursting from behind them, and

the woman’s hair was burning like a
torch. Her husband pulled higs wife
close to his side, crushed the flames
out of her hair, and, while the flesh
was sizzling on his right arm that
held on to the window, he dropped
his wife in the net [with his left
hand. In falling; she struck an iron
awning rail, which bent with her
weight, and then, when the husband
jumpéd, he struck his wife ‘on the
shoulder, dislocating it. His leg was
broken,

It is said that Rittenburg = had
stored in the cellar of his fireworks
store a number of dynamite torpe-
does, such as are uséd by the foreign
population of Paterson and = Passaic
at celebrations. There is an ordin-
ance prohibiting the storing of dyna-
mite torpedoes within the city lime
its. Last night Rittenburg  returned
from Passaic, where he had taken
orders in the Hungarian settlement
for a wagon-load of the explosives;
He talked in g rambling way when
asked for an explahation, and his
{riends believe his mind is affected.

e

TEMPORAL WER OF THE
PE,

The question of the temporal inde-
pendence of the Holy Father  was
brought forward saine days ago in
the Belzium Chamber of Representa-
tives  when the diplomatic Budget
¢ame up for discussion. In support-
ing his vote for tne maintenarnce of
the, Belgian Bmbassy at the Vatican,
M. Dohet, one of the Catholic Depur-
ties,  made an ‘eloquent Protest
against the Italian usyrpatipn and

Lhe intolerable positio-in- which the |

Sovereign Pntifl was placed by ihe
l1oss ‘of his temporal power. The in-
fependence of the Papacy was, he
pointed ‘out, necessary for the ' free
and unfettered exercise of the spiri-
tual autherity of ‘the Head of the
Church, and ‘the restoration of the
temporal power was the only genuine
Buarantee for the frecdom. essential
to the Holy See. Two other members
‘of the Right, MM, do Gellinck d'El-
and
wrgéd that the settlement of the Ro-
man difficulty affected not. Italy only
‘but. the whole Catholic world, Dur-
ing the discussion there were
quent noisy interruptions from’ th
' Opposition benches, : ]

to come. ' It is hereby, ordered that juPell

you and-relatives in the prayer :
‘‘Bternal rest grant to him, O Tior
perpetusl light shing

Th: army of assistants
for yesterday’s demands. ‘Such
overcrowding Monday, the o
\ ferent lots, and placed them
their ‘own selections without

NO.1Lop il 0. 8 Lo,

This lot consista of Fancy Dress ‘his Lot of Fancy Dregg |
Material, suitable for Summer Dress. G00ds @ and stylish, Many of
Skirts etc., the prices, of which them &L BB¢ and some of they
range from 27¢ to 40c. Your chojce . up ¢, Monday's specinl  price
Monday 19¢, PaRIaEss: ¢

NO. 2 LOT. .

This lot contains many Fancy | silk: and wool
Dress. Materials in newest  designs,

1 48¢ |of

a8 not sufficient
before. To avoig
8tock into four .
that ladies can make

assortel weedves. They sold frorh

Lo 50¢. To be cleared M
HUGE BALE OF DAINTY ‘WASH FABRICS.
Muslins, B

150 pieces Point d’Italie Muslins, “Tofle des Tndes
Dress Ginghams in pretty, silk strige effects, neat eck iy
ings, worth 80¢c. Special, 15¢. ; S, AR T 0 Dvest o
180, pieces New Brussels Ginghams, Fancy Piques, fn a lar i
& 'y #e variety
of lace pattern effects, checks and floral designs, latest colori Ve
87¢. Special 18¢. ¥ " i
130 pieces. Mousseline d’Alsacd Dréss Musling;
in selected colorings, dainty patterns,
brics, worth 50¢. Special 80c.

SMART OUTING SKIRTS,

Ladies’ White Pjque Skirts, latest style. tailor made. double stitched
seag\;a. deep plaits in back, finished wide hem, worth $2.25.  Special
$1.80. e ;

Ladies” White Pique Outing Skirs, tailor Btitched, perfect hanging,
finished straps of same, open plaits’ in front, worth $2.50. Special $2.05.

Ladies’ handsome Outing Skirts in White Pigue, new cut, with large
flare, 't;i.mmed applique design on nét,: ﬂnlahldeep Plaite in back. Spe. |
cial. 45, i TR -

igium

ercerised Gingt
the Jatest in Summer Dresa

s
Fa~

Butterick’s Patterns. and -Pﬁbﬁﬁﬁqm on sale at

e §, OARSLEY CO. v mmeo.

1785 to 1783 Notre Dame Stréet, 184 to 194 5t. Tames Street, Montreay,

fre- |



