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THE APPLE SITUATION

There was more spray material and
apray outfits sold in 1912 than in any
previous y in the history of the
apple growing industry in Ontario
And probably there were more apples
that failed to reach the market or
that were sold for less than cost of
production in 1912 than for many
years past. These apparently con-
tradictory conditions are a sore puz-
zle to many growers who last year
went  to  considerable expense to
wrr their orchards and even then
did not find & market. An Oxford
county grower recently said to us,
“What is the use of spraying any-
way? Last vear 1 spent $75 spray-
ing my orchard, and didn't sell
enough apples to pay for the spray-
ing material."

This grower, like many others, had
been accustomed to sell his orchard

During the last couple of years, how-
ever, the small buyers have been hav-
ing a hard time to make both ends
meet. They lost heavily on the crop
of 1811, and in 1912 were not able to
obtain credit to carry on their busi-
ness.  Consequently, in many dis-
tricts there were mot enough buyers
to handle the arop of last year. In
fact, chaonging conditions in the
apple trade are making the small
buyer a thing of the past.

It is through the cooperative asso-
ciation that our apples will be mar-
keted in future. Speaking in Tor-
onto last fall the Hon. W. J. Hanna
stated that Lambton svunty produc-
ed fifty thousand barrels of apples in
1912 Thirtyfive thousand barrels
went to market; fifteen thousand
barrels went to waste. The first
were marketed through cooperative
associations. The second the grow-
ers attempted to market themselves.
One small association, mentioned by
Mr. Hanna, did not sell a barrel of
apples for less than three dollars;
and this in a year when so many
apples were not sold at all.

The same story might be told of
many other counties in Ontario.
Fruit growers will be wise to organ-
ize for the packing and distributing
of their products without further de-
lay. The conditions that are mak
ing cooperation necessury may for a
time be a cause of hardship to some,
but in the long run they will prove
of benefit to the fruit growing in-
dustry.

A DANGER IN ENSILAGE

Those of us who have been in the
habit of feeding ensilage to our work
horses were startled a short time ago
to read in the daily press that Dr.
W. F. Harrison, Ingersoll, Ont., had
attributed the death of five valuable
horses in the neighborhood of Inger-
soll to the feeding of ensilage.
Realizing that this is a subject about
which Farm and Dairy readers would
like to be more fully informed, we
immediately wrote to Dr. Harrison
for fuller information. Dr. Harri-
son replied as follows:

“I met five cases in two weeks.
All proved fatal. 1 have no doubt
but that my diagnosis that the
deaths were due to ensilage was cor-
rect. I do not think that good en-
silage is detrimental to horses, al-
though I would not care to advise
feeding it to that class of stock.
Some of the silage fed in the cases
that proved fatal, however, was in-
deed bad.  Two horses died the
fourth day and the other three cases
lasted nearly a week.”

Those of us who through lack of
feed are almost forced to feed horses
ensilage, should take warning and
exercise every precaution to see that
they ge' nothing but sound feed.
In any case, we should remember
that ensilage is bulky and contains
compartively little nutriment, and
that the stomach of the horse is
small, requiring more concentrated
feeds. If ensilage is to be fed at all
it should comprise a very small part
of the ration. Bad ensilage should

COMPULSORY SPRAYING

The statement, “You have to
spray,” means more in British Col-
umbia and in the great fruit grow-
ing districts of the Western States
than it does in the Eastern provinces
of Canada. In the West, “You have
to spra s a legal expression, The
law is behind it. Spraying is com-
pulsory. In the East, “You have to
spray” is commonly heard, but the
speaker usually adds “if you would
have good fruit,” “if you would mar-
ket to advantage,” or some similar
phrase. It may be, however, that be-
fore long this expression will take
on the additional legal meaning even
in the East.

To many it may seem radical, al-
most socialistic, to make a man per-
form certain opentm: in his own
orchard. But is it not only common
justice that when the majority of
fruit growers in a section are doing
their best to control insect and fun-
gus pests, that the man who will
not spray aod whose orchard is a
breeding and distributing ground of
disease for all the rest of the com-
munity, should be forced either to
cut down his trees or to spray them?
Our idea of what constitutes a man’s
rights are changing. We now be-
lieve that a man is only within his
rights when the exercise oi those
“rights”" does not interfere with the
wellbeing of the rest of the com-
munity. And the man who will not
spray when his neighbors do, is in-
terfering with the wellbeing of the
community.  The law should take
care of him.

AND PRUNE TOO

Spray, spray, spray. Yes, and we
might d, prune, prune, prune.
We know of many orchards where a
part of the time now devoted to
spraying could be spent to much bet-
ter advantage with a pruning hook
and caw. We have seen orchards
that were, so their owner thought,
weli pruned, with tops so thick that
even a power sprayer could not be
expected to do first-class work. We
have seen orchards with the tops
grown so high as to be absolutely
out of reach of the spray mist and
these tree tops afforded a fine breed-
ing ground for the coddling moth.
There are other reasons why we
should prune as well as spray be.
sides the fact that pruning admits of
more effectual spraying. It takes
less spray material to cover a well
pruned orchard. We get better fruit
from a well pruned orchard as prun-
ing to a certain extent has the same
effect in producing a quality product
as thinning. And last, but not least,
the best colored fruit will be found in
the oichards in which the tree heads
have been thinned by pruning. This
is of particular advantage in a damp
season such as was that of 1912, And
this is the month in which most
growers are pruning tneir orchards.
Let us make a special effort within
the next three weeks to get rid of
some of the surplus wood in our old
orchard; and what we do not get
rid of this month, let us finish up in

to the buyer making the highest bid.
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The Hon. Martin Burrell, Domin-
ion Minister of Agriculture, has re-

cently made himself deserving of
congratulation on two
A Wise scores. In the first

Beleotion. place he has recogniz-

ed the growing import-
ance of the poultry industry in Can-
ada by appointing an additional offi-
cial to the federal department of agri-
culture, a Dominion Poultry Hus-
bandman, who will make the poultry
industry of the country his chief
care. But the point on which we
especially desire to congratulate ‘he
Minister is his selection of a man to
fill the new appointment. Not in
this country or uny other could Mr.
Burrell have found a man more cap-
able of filling the new position than
Mr. F. C. Elford, who will assume
his mew duties on March 1st. Mr.
Elford is well and favorably known
among poultry men from one end of
Canada to the other. As Professor
of Poultry Husbandry at Macdonald
College, he rapidly established a re-
putation for himself as one of the
greatest poultry educationists  in
Canada, It is as founder, however,
of the Poultry Producers’ Associa-
tion of Camada, an organization hav-
ing for its object the standardization
of Canadian poultry products, that
Prof. Elford has rendered the great-
st service to the Canadian poultry
industry. Similar work for the pro-
motion of our poultry industry may
now be expected to flourisk under
Mr. Elford’s guidance. We wis'. Mr.
Elford all succes in his new capacity.

“Sure, 1 would plant an orchard if
I were a young fellow like you,” a
middle-aged farmer was heard to
remark to one of his
How Long Must young neighbors at a
We Walt?  recent Farmers' In-

stitute meeting. This
farmer seemed to have the very
common idea that it takes an orchard
cighteen or twenty years to reach a
profitable bearing age, and, there
fore, orchard planting is a proposi-
tion for young men only. We admit
that it does take Spies, Baldwins,
and other winter varieties a good
many years to reach am age where
profitable crops are produced. But
the up-to-date apple grower does not
depend on these late varieties for al'
his profit.  Practically all growers
nowadays are practising the “filler’
system, whereby early maturing var-
ieties are planted alternately with
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