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NOTIOCE TO READERS.

LEE ANGLO-SAXON goes regularly to Sons of
lodges and branches of the 8t,

George’s Soclety in all parts of Manitoba,
the British Northwest Territories of Canada,
British Columbia, Ontario, Queben Nova
Scotis, New Brunswick and Prince Edward
Tsland; to branch societies of the Sons of
8t. George in all parts of the United States, to
‘Clubs, Reading Rooms, Socleties
‘and similar institutions in Great Britain
and Ireland, and to British citizens generally
throughout Canada, the States, Great Bri-
%’"&g

The annual meeting of the British
Empire League in Oanada was held on
the 28th April last, when the Annual
“Report of the Executive Committee
was presented. In this are mentioned
the efforts made towards obtaininga
Bankruptey law for the Dominion, and
«a Fast Line qf vessels between England
and Oanada. The Committee also
_ make mention of the action of the
* President, Col, Denison, in represent-
ing the views of the League, and of its

gssor, the Imperial Federation
League in Oanada, on the subject of
~Inter-Imperial preferential trade, be-
fore the Tariff Commissioners of the
" Dominion Government. ' The commit-
tee ventured to hope * that something
may, before long, be done ip the direc-
tion indicated,” but it may very safely
be assumed that they never had the
slightest idea that, two weeks after the
date of the report, preferential trade in
wor of England would be in actual
operation. Even at the annual meebing
1o notice was taken of this fact al-
igh according to the London T'imes,

“yet been taken towards a Commercial
" Union between the mother country
and the colonies.” «
The report wasadopted without much
scussion, as'were also moiions favour-
ing action by the Home Government to

jive a pr nee to Colonial products

d that these hould be pub-
ong with the Constitution of
pe in the next edition of the

which .the League stands pledged by
tppo'raoluclgnq are as follows :—

1, To advance a trade policy between
Great’ Britain "and her colonies by
& discrimination in the
.exchange of natural and manufactured
products will be made in favo: of ene

3 .matto nations.
2. To bring about the discontinuance,
~in com “treaties with forei,
: of ' clauses enting the

l5lmnuelve- as they may

Bril

tshcom
Ty af Femetieaii spos g e 7
3 Empire, the imposition

£ a small extra duE “on forei
,  to provide funds for Im

1n this way the B. E. League in Can- | tariff proposals o

/ ada has re-adopted the two first planks

in the platform of the United Empire
Association, anfl this result alone has |, ot

justified the formation of tne lstfer their presentation is, beyond all doubt,

_ body. Itis now quite possible for fed-

“erationists consistently to belong to

- botn_societies, and ‘althiough one is a

- Jittle in advance of the other, there is

: W reason whv they should not work

_ harmoniously for the advancement of

! Imperial Federation. The main differ-

*ence between mmﬁtha.t,while the

» does, not ‘pronounce de-

the point, the U. E. Associa-

es it possible to obtain repre-
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the moﬁi)}iﬁhment of that object.
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. THE PAUNCEFOTE-OLNEY
TREATY.

After having maimed and mutilated
‘the unfortunate arbitration treaty, the
_American Senate has declined to ratify
it, and thus given it the coup de grace.
We are thankful that the end has

come in this way, and that there is n

possibility of acceptance on the part of
.Great Britain of such a monstrosity as

‘ithe amended treaty.

Few will deny that the original
.agreement was popular both with | other. In an editorial from the London
Americans,
how

the British and the
and the many will wonder
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its rejection came to be possible. We
confess ourselves unable to account for
it on any other theory than the innate
or acquired s cussedness” of the aver-
age American politician, and the in-
fluence for evil of the Irish vote.

“Jts an ill wind that blows nobody
good.” The failure of the treaty may
teach English statesmen a very neces-
sary lesson, namely that honest diplo-
macy, and generous statesmanship are
lost upon the Americans, considered as
agovernment. A century of concession
and conciliation has had no improving
effect on them in their corporate capa-
city, and this must go far in the eyes of
sensible Epglishnien to place the U. 8.
Government outside the pale of civilis-
ed natvions.

as too strong if certain recent speeches
by, U. 8. Senators and others are con-
sidered, the terms of which we do not
wish to reproduce here. Even Chaun-
cey Depew is forced to admit that a
strong feeling of antagonism to the
English prevails in America, which is
entirely the opposite of the feeling of
the Englishman for the people of the
United States. This he thinke *‘comes
mainly from our never having had a
war with any other country, and the
teaching of the school books about the
wars we have had with England.”
Mr. Depew is further of opinion that a
war with England must come sooner or
later, and we fear that this is a view
also enterfained by many Canadians.
We are, however, inclinedto think that
this will be prevented by England’s
utter abhorrence of a war with the
United States. That country will have
to give very great provocation indeed
before she can succeed in driving Eng-
land into hostilities.

‘We trust that recent experience with
the Americans may cause the home
Government to take more pains to im-
prove its relations with the Colonies,
and be less careful to propitiate fore-
ign countries. If Lord Salisbury had
spent as much time upon Imperial Fed-
eration as he has upon the abortive
treaty, he would have by this time
time completely mastered the problem,
and probably taken some effectivesteps
for closely uniting the great family of
British nations.

« PFISCAL FEDERATION.”
So far as regards the question of Im-
perial Unity it may safely be said that
th unxpected has happened, and that
beral Government has been the first

public'of the Empire in such a munner
as to command attention, and even to
provoke action on the part of the gov-
ernment of the United Kingdom.
‘While former Canadian administra-
tions hesitated to act in contravention
of Imperial ‘commercial treaties, the
present government has acted as if such
were.not in existence, and at once
boldly discriminates 1n favor of British
importations. This act has been hailed
with satisfaction by almost every class
in the United Kingdor and in all prob-
abilitp the Home Government will be
forced to denounce the obnoxious treat-
jes. If, as is usually supposed, the Lon-
don Times correctly voices public
opiniod in England then the latter

cle in the T'imes of 26th April last :—

but, whatever ma

mentary

uestions which the
ttawa have already raised with re-
spect to possible infractions of the
“most-favoured nation” clause, especi-
ally in our treaties with Belgium and
Germany, by the new Canadian tariff.
We have no_hesilation, however, in
saying that if any such stipulations
stand in the way of a free and fair
arrangement of duties between this
country and her great colony in North
America, the earliest ' opportunity
should be taken to Trelieve us from
obligations which foreign governments
seem to treat with no great respect,
and which have not shielded our trade
to any appreciable extent from the war
of tariffs that has been waged for
many years - against - British = com-
merce.”
From this article it will be seen that
the foreign treaties are not regarded in
England as serious obstacles to the est-
ablishment of preferential trade; in
ol fact it seems to be taken for granted
that theirabrogation will take place just
as soon as England and her colonies
have made. satisfactory arrangements
for trading preferentially with each

Standard which we publish in another

These expressions cannct be regarded |

o of its phases before the| '

would seem to be strongly in favor of
such a step. Thiswill be seen from the
following expressions in & leading arti-

«“We have no wish to enter, for the
moment into any controversial matter,
be the fate of the
the Canadian Gov-
ernment, whatever may be the Parlia-
resistance or the diplomatic
difficulties they may have to overcome,

the most remarkable step that has yet
been made towards the fiscal federation
of the Empire. It would be premature
to pronounce any judgment upon the
Opposition at

column, and which may be supposed to

e ——

wing of the Unionist party, the treaties
are niot bven mentioned. This article
is further extremely interesting from
the fact that a free trade organ thinks
it worth while to discuss the possibility
and the manner of establishing Inter-
British preferential trade. Even in the
Daily News an out-and-out Liberal and
Free Trade newspaper there is no men-
tion of the treaties, although the action
of the Canadian Government is Jooked
upon as a long step towards complete
freedom of trade.

In agreat many English newspapers
this action is considered as having far
wider consequences than those affect-
ing trade and fiscal federation. In the
‘Morning Post of 26th April it is declar-

the new tariff resolution * comes asa
complete surprise, It will delight the
preachers of the Imperial idea, and all
who believes that the attachment of
the Englands of the west an of the
southern seas to the old Mother Coun-
try grows stronger with time.” Simil-
ar expressions are to be found in the
London Globe, the Pall Mall Gazette,
the Evening News, the Graphic, the
St. James Gazette, and many of the
provincial newspapers in = England.
Not unfrequently the action of the
Canadian government is regarded as
the outcome of recent tariff legislation
in the United States, and the Notting-
ham Guardian says: “We have to
thank President McKinley and his
prohibitory tariff for bringing nearer a
realization of Tmperial Federation.”

‘We make mention of these expres-
sions of public opinion in England with
the utmost satisfaction, and congratu-
late Imperial Federationists on the fact.
that Canadian Liberals have given their
movemoant stich a decided shove in the
right direction, Conservatives cannot
in the long run refuse to help it along,
and with both political parties working
for a closer British union there is every
reason: for anticipating decided pro-
gress. Meanwhile we anticipate as the
first consequence of the initiative step
taken by the Canadian Government
the abrogation by the Home authorities
of the commercial treatiés with Bel-
gium and Germany which are supposed
to interfere with preferential trade
within the Empire. .

A DIFFERENT VIEW.
§ h e B £ bl S T g ‘:.,*,l‘ ;
We are well aware that many most
esteemedadvocates of Imperial Federa-
tion do not share the opinions express-
ed in the foregoing article as regards
the consequences which are likely to
follow the working of the Reciprocal
Tariff of the present government. We
admit that these views are based more
upon the action which has been taken
by the Customs Department, than upon
the terfns of the resolution authorising
it. The terms of the latter are quite
ambiguous and, in order that our read-
ers may form their ewn judgment on
the subject, we transeribe it in
full ;:—"
«15, That when the Customs Tariff
of any country admits the products of
Oanada on terms which, on the whole,
are as favourable to Canada as the
terms ‘of the Reciprocal Tariff herein
referrefl to are to the countries to which
it may. apply, articles which are the
growth, produce or manufacture of such

country, when imported direct there-

the Reci

Council.”

of Customs throughout the Dominion
have béen advised that the Reciprocal
Tariff applies only to products of Great
Britain and Ireland imported direct.
Of course the importers from, and the
Consuls representing other countries
have felt aggrieved and have made
their representations of the situation
to the proper authcrities. We have
not leaened that these have made any
formal application for redress to the
Canadian Controller of Customs, and
indeed itis doubtful as to whether they
have the right todoso. All diplomatic
intercourse between foreign countries
and Canada is carried on through the
medium of the British Foreign office.
For the sake however of ascertaining
the worst consequences that can pos-
sibly arise from the operation of resolu-
tion No. 15, we will assume that the
foreign governments interested. can
find means of communicating with the
Oontroller of Customs and obtaining
his decision as to whether they are en-
titled to its benefits. In making such
a decision it does not appear that the

dn these days of popular government

represent the views of the Free Trade

ed to'be *“the first step towards that | were collected.....convencves $7,767,993
closer union of the colonies of the Bri- | On those from other foreign
tish Empire with the mother country countries. ......ooovenens 5,092,530
which has been the dream of imperial- [ On those from the United
ists any time this generation past.” Kingdom.......coovv eees 7,358,514
In the Echo of 26th April it is said that Wil e $?—7._2 19,037

from, may then beimported direct into
Oapada, or taken out of warehouse
for consumption therein at the reduced
rates of duty provided in the Recipro-
cal Tariff set forth in schedule ‘D.” (a)
That any question that may arise as to
the countries entitled to the benefits of
rocal Tariff shall be decided
by the Controller of Oustoms, subject
to the authority of the Governor-in-

Up to the present time the Collectors

the government making theapplication
with that now in force in the United
Kingdom. The comparison has to be
made with the Canadian Tariff, and we
imagine that there are very few tariffs
in foreign countries which are not as
favorable to Canada asours is to them.
In all likelihood, therefore, they would
be deemed entitled to the reduction of
duties already conceded to Great Bri-
tain, excepting always the United
States which certainly does not admit
Oanadian products on terms sufficient-
ly favourable. The total amount of
duties collected on imports into Canada
during the year ending 30th June, 1896,
amounted to $20,219,037. On dutiable
goods from, the United States there

By carrying the Reciprocal Tariff into
effect during the year ending 30 June,
1898, on goods from the United King-
dom only, the loss in revenue will
amount to about $900,000. If its terms
are also extended to foreign countries
(the United States excepted) the loss
will be increased by alkout $600,000.
Supposing that the Reciprocity Tariff
reaches the second year of its existence
the net result to Canada will be a loss in
revenue of about $3,000,000 annually,
and the establishment of a system of
discrimination against the United
States. Judging from the antecedents
of the Liberal Party we are disinclined
to believe that such a result’ would
accord with their intentions, and must
assume that in some way or other they
will contrive to avoid such a consum-
mation. Nevertheless, we have to
admit that it is entirely consonant with
the anticipations of the London Daily
News whose editorial of the 26 April,
has the following passages :

« For observe what Mr, Fielding’s
arguments and Mr. Laurier’s ]'}:olicy
mean. It is not merely Free Trade
among British Colonies, which are now
for the most paft protectionist. It is
also Free Tra«fe with the United King-
dom, which already trades freely wit.
mankind. In other words it is not a
Zollverein, but a break-up of the old
exelusive system, and a long step to-
wards comple freedom. The essence of
Free Trade is that Free Traders have
nothing to offer and cannot to-bargain
for what is an advantage to our-
gelves.” -

The Westminster Gagzette takes the
same view when it says r *‘Our hope is
that Oanada will find these statements
so much to her advantage that they
will extend in time from one-eighth
and one-fourth to totalabolition.” This
is of course the extremest free-trade
view that can be taken of the Govern-
ment proposals, and is very nnlikely to
reach realisation.
, If the government of the United
Kingdom should insist upon Canada’s
implementing the terms of the foreign
treaties, the result to this country
would be about the same as stated
above in reference to loss of revenue,
while the United States, which declined
to make its most-favored-nation clause
applicable to British Colonies, will be
discriminated against. But we cannot
think that, inthe present temper of
the English people, ,any such action
will be taken and we are entirely of the
opinion of the Financial News which
says in its issue of 28th April :—“ We
are not called upon to decide whether
Sir John A. Macdonald or Mr. Laurier
is the greatest statesman. But we are
glad to allow to the present Premier
all the credit of haying taken the first
practical step towards the Federation

ham and his British troops, and was
preferred as chief magistrate to Henry
Clay one of the greatest statesmen
which the American republic has pro-
duced. Jackson possessed absolutely no
claim to the high office on’account of
his experience in statecraft, and his
blunders in this respect were followed
by most disastrous results. to the
American nation. No one now dis-
putes that the crisis of 1837 and the
financial anarchy which accompanied
it were due to Jackson’s autocratic and
reckless executive acts, and 1t has been
well established that he is responsible
for the introduction of the *“spoils sys-
tem” 1nto American politics.

In the Life of Henry Clay by Oarl
Schurz, we read that when President
Jackson came into power, - * forthe first
time in the history of the Republic the
accession of a new President was fol-
low ed by a systematic proscription for
opinions sake in the public service.”
. Jackson had not that reason
for making partisah changes which had
existed in Jefferson’s days. 'For when
Jackson became President the civil
service was teeming with hisadherents,
whom John Quincy Adams’ scrupulous
observance of the traditional principle
(that public office was regarded as a
public trust) had left undisturbed in
their places. There was, therefore, nc
party monoply in the public service t
be broken up. Yet now removals an
appointments were made with th
avowed .object of rewarding friends
and punishing opponents, to the end of
establishing, as to the offices of the
government, a monopoly in favour of
the President’s partisams. . . . . «
Jackson was convinced that the poli-
tical opponents he dismissed from office
were really very dangerous ‘persons,
whom it was a patriotic duty to render
harmless ; and the democratic masses
thought that Jackson could do mno
wrong. Many of them found some-
thing peculiarly flattering in this new
conception of democratic government;
that neither high character nor special
ability, but only political opinions of
the right kind, should be required to
fit an American citizen for the service
of his country; that while none but a
good accountant would be accepted to
keep the books of a dry-goods shop, any
any body might keep the books of the
United States Treasury : that while no-
body would think of taking as manager
of an importing business’ a man who
did not know something of merchan-
dise,.any body was good enough to be
anappraiser in a custom-house.” .

" Jackson’s gréat opponent was Henry
Clay who promptly raised his voice
against the noxious innovation. This
principle be-laid down as his starting
point “Government is a trust and the
officers of the government are trustees;
and both the trust and the trustees are
created for the benefit of the people.”
He never thought to organise or
strengthen his following by the arts of
the patronage-monger. The thought
that a political party should be held
together by the public plunder, or that
the party leader should be something
like a paymaster of a body of hench-~
men at the public expense, or that a
party contest should be a mere scram-
ble for spoils, was entirely foreign to
his mind, and far below the level of his
patriotic aspirations.

Later, in 1840, the ‘‘spoils system
developed some of its most repulsive
attributes. Not only were the officers
of the government permitted to be-
come active workers in party politics,
but they were made to understand that
active partisanship was one—perhaps
the principal one—of their dutfes.

lomacy.
'THE SPOILS ‘SYSTEM.

If the English * dearly love a lord’
it is equally certain thatthe Americans
dearly love a general. The military
hero always captivates the American
heart, which immediately places him
high' above any idol of the American
reason. In ‘the history of the United
States it has always been easy for the
succebsful soldier to conquer the high-
est position in the gift of the nation.
The miost recent instance of this is, of
course, General Grant, Previous to
him in'1848 General Zachary Taylor
was elected President, chiefly in con-
sequence of his successful campaigns
in Mexico. He was a honest and
simple minded man, but .Was not
credited with very great talents as a
statesman. Similarly, because Andrew
Jackson gained the principal American
success in the war of 1812, he was re-
warded with the presidency. True, the
Shannon had beaten the Chesapeake
and not. a single American man-of-war
was left on the open sea ; Fort Niagara
was lost, Black Rock and Buffalo burnt
a,qd Washington captured, but from
behind the cotton-bales of New Orleans

of the Empire, and he is entitled to the
assistance of Lord Salisbury's. dip-

Political assessments upon office-hold-
ers, with all the inseperable scandals,
became at once a part of the system.
It began to bear a crop of corruption

Swartwont the Collector of Customs at
New York, one of General Jackson’s
favorites, was discovered to be a de
faulter to the amount of nearly $1,250

000 and thé District Attorney of th

United States at New York to the
amount of $72,000. Almost all the
land officers were defaulters. Investi-
gations instituted by the House of Re-
presentatives proved the administra-
tion to have been incredibly lax not

public business, but in holding the de-
linquents in the service to an account.
Officials seemed to ‘help themselves”
to the public money, not only without
shame, but in many cases apparently
without sny fear of punishment.
About this time Horace Greely wrote :
*We have nothing new here in politics
but large and numerous swarms of
office hunting locusts sweeping on to
Washington daily. All the rotten land

swindling cashiers, etc., are in full cry
for office, offiee ; and even so humble a
man as I am is run“down for letters,
letters. ‘None of your half-way things,
write strong.’ Curse their nauseous

Controller has to compare the tariff of

Jackson had repulsed General Packen-

such as had never been known before.

only in supervising the conduct of the °

speculators,” broken bank ,directors,
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