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Guildford, and Compton are probably the
most interesting; the three first are quite
like Sussex churches. ** Restoration ™ has
been perfectly “ rampant " in Surrey, so that
the few old churches which have escaped
destruction and re-building are robbed of that
pictaresqueness and interest which attaches to
ancient buildings which have been untampered
with.

OWN PAPER.

Many of the old village churches in this
county had curious towers ; the lower portion
constructed of rubble, or rough stone work,
and the upper portion of timber, the whole
crowned by a dwarf spirelet of wood, some-
times painted white, and at others covered
with lead. Most of these have now disap=
peared, several very recently. A very charac-

teristic example, however, still remains at

The lower

Thames Ditton, near Kingston.
portion of the tower is very rudely bui't,
and dates probably from the thirteenth cen-
turv.  'he belfry storey is of wood, and
the curious combination of roof and spire
is covered with metal; the whole forms a
quaint object, but is a singular example of
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HOW TO

Having for many vears spent very happy
hours at a wothers” meeting, 1 thought it
rossible that those who do not happen to
L.m‘ experience of parish work may like to
know h”“', in a very ﬂ"l"](‘ \\'l_\'. we may
enliven the monotonous lives of some of our
poorer friends and neighbours,

/ i by going round to the cottages,
and after explaiming what we intended to do
at the mothers’ meetirg, we cordially invited
them tocome. The ouly convenient days of
the week for working people are Monday and
I'hursday. We chose the latter day, from
2 o'clock to 3.45. At least two people are
required to conduct a mothers’ meeting satis-
fictorily.

When we started our meeting we had to
pay 2s. per - cek for a room. This payment
included fire, gas and cleaning. Later on we
were able to have it in one of the mission
rooms.  Very good red and white flannel,
plain and twilled, unbleached calico, blue
tlannel, shirting and sheeting, wide and
narrow holland for aprons we got at cost
price through the Kkindness of a personal
friend (a merchant in Manchester). There
was often a saving of twopence or threepence
per vard on the flannels. The women paid
by instalments. Nothing was allowed to
be taken home until it was paid for. We
gave no bonus, but provided buttons, cottons
and needles, this expense for some years being
covered by an annual donation of £1 from an
old lady. By the time the garments were
made they were usually paid for. One of the
senior women took a pride in getting eve
thing out of the trunk on to our trestle table,
and she also put them away. The box was
given to us by the friend who, with me,
started the mothers’ meeting. Two yard
sticks, a table, and two account books were
all we needed beside,

In one book there were two columns for
cach week, one for the amount dowght, say
25, 6., the next for the amount paid, say od.
I'he following week 25, was entered in column
one, thus showing at » glance how much
cach member owed. Every woman had a
number. For some unknown reason they
liked very much to have an early one, and
members were moved up as there were
vacancies, Each woman was given a yard of
calico, at about twopence per yard, to make a
bag to which was sewn her number. A pay-
ment of one penny cach week was paid towards
an annual treat, of which T will speak later.

For the encouragement of girls leaving
school I may say that I began the mothers’
meeting at seventeen and three-quarters, but
a very dear old married lady was at the head.
Another friend, a very little older than myself,
did the accounts on a most admirable system,

Proceedings commenced with a cup of tea
and two biscuits for each woman. Two
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ounces provided thirty cups of good tea.
Each woman brought her own cup every
week to avoid the trouble of washing up.
The tea was made in an urn from the school,
and we provided a sugar basin and milk jug.
We handed round the gingerbread and Os-
horne biscuits in paper bags. A pound was
the quantity bought; three-quarters of a
pound of sugar and a pint of milk, was the
age quantity used. The total cost was
15, 234, per week. The tea made it a more
sociable gathering. About 2, 30 the goods sold
had been measured off and payments entered,
Names were then called over from another
book and a note made of any who were sick.
A story book was read for half an hour and a
lesson followed for another half an hour—
incisive, interesting, with illustrations from real
life. They frequently chose the subjects they
would like for a course. One vear we had
* Great pictures and the lessons we may learn
from them.””  Other years addresses on ** One
fault and the opposite virtue,” the substance
of addresses given in church by the Rev. H.
R. Heywood. A course on the * Epistle to
the Romans ; " * Good women of the Bible
(the last subject was by special request of the
women), *The Sermon on the Mount,” a
course on the Creed, the substance of lectures
given at Oxferd by Canon Gore,

A small book, Aept for the Master's Use,
Creed and Character, by Canon Scott Hol-
land, were the foundation of two other courses.
Every lesson was most carefully prepared and
adapted to the women and illustrated by local
events, ete,  The lady who gave the lessons
never attempted to read anything aloud,
knowing that would never attract their atten-
tion, It is always best to choose subjects and
make them your own, reading up anything
that bears upon the subject, and looking out
during the week for illustrations from real
life. At 3.30 the work was put away, the
doxology was sung and prayers were said for
missions in Africa, Caleutta, ete. (as well as
very short prayers the women had Jearnt by
heart); a prayer for their hushands, children,
ete., followed, and any who were ill were
mentioned by name. One lady stood at the
door and shook hands with each as they left,
I have omitted to say that a short talk of five
or ten minutes preceded the reading. This
gave an opportunity to tell them any special
church or parish news. If we had been away
we could tell them about the place where we
had stayed. After a church congress an
account of what had taken place was given
instead of a lesson, A wvisit to Oxford,
London, or the seaside; the death of any
great churchman, or the preferment of a well-
nown man, gave us plenty to talk about, and
it was not at all unusual for the women to
ask to hear more instead of the story. In
this way their interests were widened, Mis-
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sionaries, the bishop, and various clergy, ete.,
were mentioned by name in the prayers.
Each one seemed to like to feel they were
helping in this work.,

I'hey thoroughly enjoyed hearing about
places and people at a distance.

In reply to a question what kind of reading
they liked best the votes were as follows, as
far as I can remember: Two police news,
one foreign places, four places like London,
Oxford, or the seaside, twenty news about
our own church or poor men who have risen,
I am sure no young girls need hesitate about
helping at a mothers' meeting, for they would
say over and over again, * Oh, I do like a bit
of life «nd a bit of fun Jokes from Punch
and amusing stories were thoroughly appre-
ciated,

I don't think T have ever enjoved any
afternoon parties more than the delightful
afternoons at the mothers' meetings.

Once a year we had a day in the country or
by the sea, and one year we were able to go
away for four days, the total cost per head
being only 105, (including 3s. 6d. railway fare).

On one day a drive and a tea was given to
them, this heing the annual custom when sve
went away for a day.
they paid their own expenses,

Since then 1 have seen mothers in town
and country parishes, and heard favourable
and unfavourable remarks in the meetings.
Individual interest seems to be most appre-
ciated, Many times I have heard working
women say, *“I shan’t go no more ; you may
go or stop away for anything anybody cares,
They don’t so much as say good-afternoon to
you separately, It's just one good-afternoon
as they come in, and if you're a bit late never
a word ; there's not a bit of life about it.”
On the other hand such a little satisfies them.
Some home-made toffee on the sth of No-
vember makes the day seem quite an impor-
tant one, and a penny birthday card is often
framed, not for the value of the card, but * to
think of her remembering.”

I suppose there are very few people who do
not feel interested in young girls, but there is
a special charm to older women of the working
classes (many of whom live alone in onc room)
in a prettily-dressed fresh young girl with
cheery, gracious manners. Young girls do
not hesitate to teach in the Sunday chool,
even when they have literally no aptitude for
imparting what they know ; but I think it is
often realised that a young girl with a desire
to please—although possessed of no special
gifts—might cheer and brighten older people
at a mothers’ meeting, etc., in a way better
than many of us twice their age. At a tea-
party of old people, the enthusiastic ejaculation,
*“Bless her™ or * Bless him,” is generally
applied to the more youthful entertainers.

E. H. PrTcAIrN.
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