THE EDUCATIONAL CUI BONO ¢

THIS question is often wrongly answered because it is misunderstood.
It is, if not generally, at least very frequently, taken to mean, what is

the use ? or, in colloquial Phrase, what's the good, of this or that? So
put, it is a very easy question to raise, and equally difficult to answer,
Let us take an example. Certain dead languages are taught in all the
English publie schools, and not o ght but made the staple of edu-
cation.  England is studded from one end to the other with grammar
schools of ancient foundation, most of them dating as early as Edward
VL. or Elizabeth, called grammar schools, because the basis of education
as carried on in them was Latin and Greek grammar, Boys were then
an age, say eight or nine, and remained

horrible to contemplate. Boys were probably no better and o worse
in themselves than they are now, and their Latin and Greek grammar,

wanting in loyalty, or less under the influence of domestic virtues, than
they are at this day. And yet there is so strong a prima facie case
against the utility of s

trying to imbue boys’ minds, up to the age of fourteen or so, with g
slight smattering of two languages, neither of which they will ever be
called upon, or would ever be able to speak or write, and neither of
which they will probably care to read ? We want an answer which shal]
do more than satisfy the requirements of o few, and which shall, if pos-
sible, settle for the next generation of alumni a question which hag
been, in England especially, so terribly unsettled in this. One step to-
wards settlement is to realize the difficulty of the position. Some ques-




