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The Bible as biterature and Much More.
RORERT STUART MACARTHUR.
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(Continied frum last issze,)

Proois of lmlrallon.

To deny thatthe Bxl»lu is a divine bock, on the
ground « £ s real op supposed imperfections, is
as unreas: table o to deny that the world
created by God hecause of its g erfectio
to deny Jesus Christ was pe
His charicter s fnexphicable,
standards of human emduct vsaally e
among men,
purpdse for which the Seripture was given, in
order that we may tightly judge of its chatacter,
We have no right to criticize the Bitle becaves
ntain truths which it never was e
As well might we find foult

udged by tise
anized

it does not ¢
signed to teach,

with avolume of noetry becanse it does rot e |
tain all needful knowledye o methematic sl proe

blems: as well might we object to an «ratcrio
hecause it does not give us knowledge of hydrastnt.
ics or hydranhies  Men have Leen mest v
sonable and ureritical, Lecanse unwisely eritical,
in their treatment of the Bible, It has suffered
alike from cynical foes and heedless friends,
should judge it chicfly as a work of religions faith
and life; and in this respect it is an mfalible
guide to duty on carth and to glory in heaven,
This is its chief function. ‘This exalted aim en-
nobles it above all other books. “Thus it is
appropriately a divine human work. Its specifie
design, its distivetive glory, must necessarity
limit its range of topics and its method of dis
cussion.  We do not expect it to be a treatise on
railways, steamships, telegraphs or telephones,
If it completely discusses the sublimest and divis.
est of themes, that onght 1o be glory enough for
one volume.  Its chief purpose, as we have seen,
its divine prerogative, ‘s that it is a text-look of
religion. I I have a guide-Look to Tndia giving
me correatly the tim:tabl:s on railways and
steamships, and a thousand other things imme-
diately connected with my journey i Inda, 1
shall not reject it even if 1find initsime incidene
tal allusion to the United Siates contaming a
slight error in American lustory,  Its function
is as a guide to India. Tt may still be that to an
admirable degree, even thorgh it contains some
erroneous allusion to botany, geology, of some
other science unccnnected with its purpose. It
is true that some f the Bible's doctrines invclve
historical facts, hut it is casy to make distinctions
between historical facts of vital importance and
those of merely incidental relation to the purp e
for which the Bible was given. The existence of
scientific errors in the Bible is not yet provew.
A careful and unprejudiced study of Joshna x:r2
14 will conclusivels show that the Bible does not
affirm that the sun and moon stood still, or that
Joshua prayed to God ihat they might pause i
their course.
interpreted, that Joshua did not pray to God at
all, but that he simply apostrophized the sun and
moon. The time has come when we must make
sharp distinctions between the revelations.  The
time has come when that passage should no longer
be a stumblingblock to either saints or sinners,
It has too long received a degree of importance
alike from the friends and foes of revelation, of
which, when traly interpreted, it is utterly un-
deserving.
Lirect Proofs of Inspiration,

The Gospels claim that Christ promised in-
spiration to His apostles:  John xivi6, 17, 26;

<t an.lh lu anse

We must hold elearly in mind the *

Qe |

We '

The passage shows, when properly !

xvigh, 27: xviing-rg.  Ttisalsoclaimed inseveral
passages that in accordance with Christ's promise
the apostles reccived inspiration in their teachings.
But a few of these passages need here be cited;
Acts iv:8; xiir3: xvi28; 1 Pet, 'Hu-apoﬂlu
did not hul\ e to put themselves on alevel witly
the Old Testament writers, and to these writers
they granted inspiration,  “They thus claim for
themselves the degree of inspiration which they
Pattribute to the writings of the more &ncient
t Seripture. 2 Tim.ditre; 2 Per. itg-20. The
meaning of this passage from Timothy has been
much discussed, but it tefers of course to the Old
Testament,  ‘The revised version gives the tend-
ering, “Every Scri; turcinspired of God is, ete.™
Is thiv a true rendering?  According to the come
mon rendering of this passage inspiration is aflirme.
ed of all Sciipture,  According to the rendering
of the reviscd version the inspiration is ;,n..nh
limited,  One hesitates to affi-m his conviction
that the common rendering s the truc one, when
schnth‘ men and the revised version scem to
| prefer anothex imulvn! ion,  Scholarship, how-

| ever can iteh scholarsLip on both sides of this |

M\‘-\u! Rules of Greck syntax can be marshalled
to ~how that tace mmmon rendering 18 contorine
alle to the recognized aws of this most accurate
of all languages, It is dif Tuul( to believe tlvat
« the apestle tuean to tafliom that divive inspiration
dongs toapartof Scripture, butnottathe whole,
!n:l he wmeant o give us a rale by which to
juidge whether or oot asy pard of the Scripture is
ispired, ard that rule or criterion Leing stmply
P itentility, W hn is to Le the judyge of it l'nhls
1 ahar rule e adopted thess every man wakos bis
fewn Billes N ey Christ nor any of His disciples
Pever tamed o distinetion between differeut parts of
DO Fostament Seripture, The doctrine plainly
3 1he toxt nnder eonsideration, and the
e sustaingd by many other Scriptures, iy
A the vritings vailed the sacred Scriptures
are divinely ivspired, Yo the Ol Testamen? the
the rs frequently tostify to the divine origin of
They use sueh language os “the
or "ithe Lord spoke by

fthen message,
cwird of the Lord eama,”™”
. His servant.”
“apecially ealled of God, The New Testament
" writers mrake most explicit statements regarding
the inspiration of the writers of the Old Testa-
ment.  The inspiration of the New Testamernt is

imfallibility of their werds: @ Cor, iz 13: 1 Thess.
13 2 Thess. 416, No«cne can intelligently
Paffirm that the apostles were not  compete: b
witnesses, veither will ¢ ne dare say that they
"were dishonest or farati Their Jives were
singularly transparent and beautifully consecrat-
«d. Apart from the superintendence of the Spirit
of Ged over therr hives and words, we cannot ac-
count foi the purity of the one or the divinity of
< theother,  With all the diversity in the style of
the verions writers, there 18 such a unity in
honght os to snggest a superintending  spirit
which ruled vver the work of all. These writers
never wrote with the thought that they were con-
tributing cach his part toward harmonious and
immecrtal literature wrote of Lis own in-
divideal taste and with his speeial purpose ard
designs: and yet all contributed toward one coms
plete whole to such a degree as to evoke the ad-
miration and enthusiasm of the world,

(1o te LVontinued)
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- Salvation, Deliverance; and Association with
Chriat-—huke vii:36-50; viii:43-48;
x:33-42
{Concluded.)
H. 8 Cosmax,
Y30 Association wirk Curist.  Thirdly, Tet
" us consider our Saviour's visit to Eethany in the |
lhospitable home of Martha and Mary to which
we are indebted for the lessons taught of associa-
tion with Christ.

“Now it came to pass as they went, that He
entered into a certain village and a certain
woman named Martha received Him into her

 house.  And she had a sister called Mary, which
also sat at Jesus feet, and heard His Word. But
Martha was troubled about much serving, and
came to Him and said, Lord, dost thou not care
that my sister hath left me to serve alone? Bid

We know that the prophets were

also affirmed by the apostles drsisting upon the !

{her therefore that she Tielp me,  And Jesus
| answered and said unto her; ‘Martha, Martha,
thou art carcful and troubled about many things:
, But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen
that good part, which shall not be taken away
¢t frour her.” " Luke x:38-42.
: Here we have illustrated in this narrative the
. climax of Christian Life and activity in this werld,
and that 1s association with Christ.  Could any
circumstance be more vivid for example as this
sublime picture affords?  Here is the culmination
of all Christian endeavour, here is the man of
God taking unto himself the whole armour of
L Gotl, becoming perfect, and taroughly fernished
unto all good works, or as the Apostle Paut,
writes to the Ephesians; “That Christ may dwell
+§u your hear s by faith; that ye being rooted and
" grounded in love, may be able to apprehend witly
all saints what is the breadth and fength and depth
'hu;,,th and to know tie love of Christ, which
passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with
_allthz fulln: s of () yIVe=lph. diing-19,
i We find Martha receiving the blessed Sou of
God tnto hier house, and although busily oce
cupied with domestic duties, her sister Mary ale
shsat at Jesus feet and listaned attentively to
the gracions worcs that fell like pearls from hh
sacred lips.  Fam glad for that little word *‘also,
as it imples that Mary had finished her duum\nc
dutics and was now willing to hold communicn
with Drer Lord, Martha represents the Christiaw
saccepiad with honsehold duties, ministering to the
needs of tho-e aroand while neglecting the things
o feed the soul,

she necded 10 sedize the necessity of getting
near to the heart of Christ with that conscious-
sess of abiding in Him as Mary in her simplicity
of faith happily « xperienced; but instead allowed
the cares of lite to so porplex her as to rob her
of this privilege,  there are very many believers
Just like Martha in this particular:  Somebody

uttered a truth some time ago that is worth med-
ftating over: “'Some Christians are so busy trying
to do something for Jesus that they Liave no tima
to let Him do something for them '

How trne has this been in our experience,
We become occupied with ourselves and the
needs of those around us, and shut ourselves
ont of the personal blessings that we need, and
that are freely given to us for the development of
the divine life within, I am not denying the
« responsibility of helping others, but along with
this precious quality of disposition the soul should
ever bz in conscious association with its risen
Lord, aud experience for its:Af those heavemy
delights of joy and communion as to be enabled
to say in the opening sentences of the twenty-
seventh psalmo: ** The Lord is my light and my
Ivatiot; whom shall T fear> The Lord is the
. strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid.”

There is a dissipation of soul which comes
+ from entering necdlessly and too deeply into the
iuterests of the world,  Every one of us has his
divine calling; and witizin the circle pointed out
by God Himself, interest in our work and its
o strroundingsin a duty.  But even here has the
believers reed to exercise watchfulness and sob-
riety, and still more do we need a holy temper-
ance in regard to things not absolutely imposed
npon us by God. If fellowshipping with Christ
and abiding in Him really be our first aim, let
us beware of all ncedless excitement.  Let us
watch even in lawful and necessary things against
| the wondrous power these have to keep the soul
' s0 occupied, that there remains but little power
. or zeal for fellowship with God. Then there is
. the restlessncss and worry that come of care and
| anxiety about carthly things; these eat away the
life of trust and communion, and keep the soul
uneasy like a troubled sca, so that the soul can-
not enter into the blessed experience of unmolested
| association with Christ. The heart occupied
with its own plans and efforts for doing God's
| will instead of consciously abiding in Christ must
| fail continually.

We learn inorder to have power for good to
those around us, we must be in intimate com-
muuion and fellowship with Christ, and have
our hearts enriched with those truths that have
been spirit taught.

Francis Ridley Havergal,

who has given us

| some of the sweetest poetry of modern times, has
written a verse that may aptly be applied to the
devotioned life of many, in that it shows forth
the love that actuated her every movement:




