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Note and Comment.

Sir Sandford Fieming has given Queen’s
University a tenth interest in a coal mine
near the Rocky Mountaine, accompanying
the gift with a check for $800 as part of the
first earnings. In  Chancellor Fleming
Queen's has a wise and generous friend.

C. H. Hyman, an able and popular mem-
ber of Parliament, who has been sworn in a
member of the cabinet without offic e is likely
to be favored ere long with a porttolio It
seems a pity, remarks the Presbyterian Wit-
ness, that Mr. Charlton’s state of health ren.
dered it inexpedient for him to be called
to public office.

The death has taken place in Aberdeen-
shire of the Rev. W, J. B, Moir, Principal of
Blythswood Missionary Institute, South
Africa, and for many years a colleague of
the Rev. Dr. Siewart at Lovedale. Mr.
Moir came home 1o Scotland to recruit his
health, intending to return and resume bis
work at B ythswood, but he has died in his
filty eighth year.

Rev. Alfred Gandier, of St, James Square
church, Tornto, has declined to be a candi
date for the (shon to be) vacant professor-
ship in the Preshyterian Theological College,
Haliftax. The other candidates nominated
by Presbyteries are Rev A, S. Morton, of
Fairvilie, N B, Rev. E, D Miler, of Yar-
mouth, N. 8., and Rev. [1s W, Falconer, of
Fort Ma:sey, Halitax, N. S.

“Is Gaelic decaying in the [igh'ands '
The question was answered unhesitatingly in
the affirmative by Shenfl Grant, et Rothie-
murchus at the annual dinner of the Inver-
ness Gaelic Society the other day. Gaelic,
he admited, was fast dying out in his dis-
trict, the boys and girls at school scarcely
knowing a word of their native tongue, a
staie of matters which the learned Sheriff
deplored v.ry much,

The Nazarenes, a new sect which has
lately arisen in Austria south of the Carpath-
ian Mountains, 1s spreading rapidly among
the rural districts, 1t is said to number now
50.000 adherents. In their tenets and
teaching they resemble the Siundists of Rus-
sia, the Primitive Methodists of England or
our own earlier Friends. This is sufficient
to show that it is a movement “Los wvon
Rom,” distirctively Protestant and non-
ihierarchial,

The Canadian Baptist has the following to
say of Canada’s new minister of railways :
“He will be remember.d by many of cur
readers as the accomplished gentleman who
presided with dignity and grace over tne in
terprovincial Baptist Convention which met
in Winnipeg four years ago. It he brings to
his new «ffice such ability, courtesy and
sound judgment, as he displayed in Winni-
rg we venture to predict that the affurs of

is Depariment will he conducted in a really
statesmanhke manner.” 8Sir Wiltrid Launer
made no mistake in calling Mr. Emmerson
into the cabinet,

The London Presbyterian reports that a
remarkable ¢ffect has already becr produced
in Glasgow by the new Licensing Act, which
came into operation on January ist. lis
provisions give power to enforce the closing
of certain clubs, and to stop the hawking of
whiskey on the streets on Sunday morning.
As a result, there were only eleven cases of
drunknness on a recent Monday at the
police court from one disirict where the
number used to be nearer a_hundred. This
seems to be a case in which prohibition
does prohibit.

Dr. George F. Pentecost is authority (or
the statement that there is rot a church-goer
or Sabbath respector among “he able men
and statesmen” whom the United Sates
government has placed in charge of the
Philippine Islands ; and this despite the fact
that both McKinley and Roosevelt, who had
the appointment of them, were or are decid-
ed Christian men. The Southwestern Pres
byterian remarks :  **This i unfortunate in
every respect tor us and for the new posses
sions and their unchristianized tribes.”

If we are to be ruled by bosses, says the
United Presbyterian, let it he the bossism of
men who are moved by high ideals of civic
virue, men who shall rule in righteousn ss
and the fear of God, with whom the love of
justice and honest government, and not the
love of plunder, shall be the ruling passion.
The people are willing to be ruled by a boss
of this kind. But the dsrputable political
vampire must go if our cities are o rise to
higher levels of civic rightecusness. There
should b: no place in municipal aff.irs for
men who are corrupt,

The Boers who have emigrated to South
America do not seem to be prosperous.
Those in Chili are complaining of their fate
and thinking of a return to South Africa. In
the Argentine R public the discontent
among the Boers is reported as daily becom-
ing more pronounced. They were much dis-
appointed at the Government’s refusal to
grant them certain lands on the banks of the
Rio Chaco, and asked for unsettled camps
lying southwest of Gealante Colony. Should
they meet with another negative, they threat-
en to abandon their holdings and seek their
fortune elsewhere, or return to the Orange
and Transvaal,

The Presbyterians »f Pictou and Tiuro,
N. S, are to have celebrations this year of
the ordination of two retired Preshy erian
ministers—Rev. James Thomp-on, «f Dur-
ham, Pictou, and Rev. James Maclean, of
Great Village, Colchester.  Mr Thompson
is a native of Colchester Zounty and wis or-
dained by the Presbytery of Truro, Fotiuary
22, 1854. his first charge being Economy
and Five Islands.  Mr. M clean a nanve of
Pictou county, was ordaned N wember 13,
1854 by the Prebytery of P.ct u, his first
charge being Mabou, C. B. Al the nini-
ters who took part in these ordinatins have
passcd away. The latter was the fist or-

dination evcr held in Cape B clon by the
Presbyterian church of Nova Scotia,

Dr. Briggs, pr fessor of Union Seminary
New York, who was the storm centre in a
heresy trial a few years ago, which resulted
in his secession from the Preshyterian
church and casting in his lot with the Epis-
copalians, is making thiags lively for his new
assoctates, and is threatened with another
heresy trial, The charge again it him now—
which the Southwestern Preshyterian says is
“far more serious to his Episcopal  co-
religionists than any theological vagary”—is
that he thirks apostolic succe sion hangs by
a very slender thread, that the Church of
Rome has almost the only claim worth con-
sidering ; that the pope was right in the
main when he pronounced Anglican orders

invalid from the R man point of view, but
that by the very decision he  affirmed  the
validity of Preshyterian and Lutheran orders.

If De. Briggs gets into a heresy trial on this
issue 1t may he expected to create some in-
terest in the ccclesiastical world,

Writing of the outlonk for stacks in Wall
Street, Henry Clews & Co,says: The war,
of course, temporanily overshadows all other
inﬂll("lrt‘ﬁ JIP.IH» car )' victories encours
age hopes of a short war as well as a check
to Russian encroachments, which latter are
certainly adverse to the progress of civiliza.
tion. In view of general sympathy with the
cause of Japan both at home and abroad
Japanese victories are likely to have a stimue
lating effect upon the stock markets, while
Russian success might on the contrary, exert
depressing influences,  Thus far none of
the world’s money markets hive seriously
felt the war, the worst effect falling upon
Paris, where Russian honds are largely held,
It has heen estimated that France holds not
Jess than $1,200,007,000 of Russian bonds ;
30 that Russia's ehances of increasing  her
borrowings from her best friend on pood
terms are not very brilhant.  Later on Rus.
sia may make a better show of resistance,
but the superior alertness of the Japanese
has already won them impartant advantages.

It is worth noting that President Palma. of
Cuba, in spite of the strong pressure brought
to bear upon him, has been true to his con-
victions and vetoed the bill to legahze the
lottery. In this the better clem=nt of the
Cuban popu‘ation is with him, and the island
for the time at least.is delivered from the de-
moralizition which the bill would have in.
volved.  In his message to the Cuban con
gress he calls attention to the fact that the
Cuban Lottery terminated when  Spanish
comtrol of the island ceased, and that ¢ k-
fighting, bu | fighting and the lottery were
suppressed by the miitary  government of
Cuha. 1t the new repuh ic established thess
things, the President says it wou'd be a dif.
ferent republic frun thit wheh the Cuban
purots fought for - M Palma cites a long
list of distioguished revolutionists and w it.
ers agunst the lottery, and asserts that
those who governed the destinies of the
State were responsible for the education of
the people to higher instead of lower stand
ards of morality and patriotism, Al this is
a vindication of the highest hpes wh ch the
triends uf Cuba have held.




