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MORE LESSONS FROM RECENT FIRES. present appearances the city is 

not going to rise from its ashes as rapidly as was first hoped.
On referring to the account of the Baltimore fire of 

February last, one cannot fail to be struck with the marked 
similarity of many of the features of the Toronto fire of 
April
Engineer; but there are some points which are worth further

c°ns;deration.

* * *

SMELTING IRON BY ELECTRICITY.
19th. This we referred to in the last issue of the

In the last issue of the Canadian Engineer reference 
made to the result of the visit of Dr. Haanel, and those 
ciated with him, who

was
asso-

These two fires have shown how irresistible a modern 
C!ty conflagration may become when it has once gained head- 
Way- The efforts of the best organized fire brigade, with 
their devices, become puny in comparison with the force 
against which they offer protection. They also show' the
Receding combustibility of the average modern city.
Balti

were sent as a commission to inquire 
into the question of electric smelting of iron in Europe. 
Haanel’s report has not yet been given to the public, but 
some of the results of his observations are known, and from 
these it may be inferred that smelting by electricity 
successfully and economically carried on. As stated already, 
the most important experiments witnessed 
the Pyrenees, where some ninety tons were put through to 
illustrate the

Dr.

can be
In

m°re there were a number of steel skeleton, supposedly 
structures, which succumbed, but these were not 

t0tal,y destroyed, and may be restored without exces- 

Ve cost, the walls in most cases standing intact, and the 
destruction being confined to the interior. Where stone was 
ÜSed for facing, or fop columns, or decorative work, it was 

dIy injured by spalling, and stone showqd itself equally

were at Livet, inhreProof

process. 1 he furnace there employed is of the 
resistance type, and consists of two iron casings of square 

section, forming two shafts communicating with each 
oth' r at their lower end by means of a lateral canal. The 

lined with refractory material. The base of each

cross

cases are


