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nation to sin. there can be notlnng in him, independent of God
to oppose and overcome this incIinaUon, and introduce a con!
trary one. To suppose there could, won'd be to suppose, there
m.ght l>e t^vo ooposit inclinaiions existing in the mind at the
same time, and both prodominanr. Dm then, it does not hence
follow, that there is nothing for him to do, or that nothing,
which he does, can render his case more or less liopeful The
contrary is most evident. Where God sends the gospel', men
are not left to themselves. They have not only the external
means of religion, but also the awakening and convincinc.
influences ot tiie Spirit, which are common to all, who attend
upon these means.-IIence the gospel is called " a ministration
of the Spirit ;" and they to wliom it comes, are said " to have
the Spirit ministered to them, ai.d to have received the Spirit
HI the heari..,. of the word of faith." Some who were stiff-
necked and obstinate are charged widi " having «Z«,ay. resisted
the Holy Ghost." They must therefore have always had it

Christ says to the Laodiceans, « Behold I stand at the door and
knock. Ifany man her my voice and open the door, I will
come in to him."

Under the impressions ofgospel truth, and the awakening in-
fiuences ofgrace, there are things which sinners may do. They
may renounce the gross forms of vice

; they may lay apart
nil filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and frame their
doings to turn to the Lord ; they may read and hear the word
of salvation, and they may call upon God fbr his mercy and
gmce

;
and the desires and prayers awakened in them by the

word and spirit of God, they may hopo, will be regarded. Jn
this way, there is more probability of their saving conversion
than If they should cast off fear, restrain prayer, and give
themselves up to work all iniquity with greediness. Of (ho
Jews, it is said, u Whea God slew them, then they suuc^ht
Inm. and turned and inquired early after him

; but their hearts
were not right with him, nor .Medfast in his covennnt

;
yet ho

being full of cou,,.assiou so f.r forgave tbein, that he destroy.
ed then> not," but prolonged their space of repentance. There
IS a d.y when God may be found, la this day Id sinners


