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dav n?fr^n''T'\^*''"'''".^
Committee on Agriculture and Colonization met thisdaj at II o clock a.m.. Mr. liam, Chairman, presidiii},-.

The Chairman :—We have with us this morning Dr. Fletcher Entomolomst
to the Experimental Farms. I introduce him to you.

^'"<="^'^' entomologist

Mr. Fletcher:—Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,-There are many subjects

of 'nnu i r'\'^
^"^°'".°l°^i^^;« --'< which cannot, for lack of ti„,o.LSo now before the Com.n.ttee. I cat, only refer to son.e of the most importati

subjects Ihe one of the greatest importance, in that legislation has been enacteddurmg the present Session concerning it, is the San Jose Scale.

THE SAN JOSE SCALE IN CANADA.

.nH J^-'" '?l? ^^'^ ''^^" ^'scovered in the western part of Ontario early last year,and owmg to the known mjunous nature of this pest and the rapidity with which ithad spread dunng the year in infested Canadian orchards, some^meYsiTres were ne-cessary to prevent the further introduction of the insect and to provide f^it de-

fSrCoTumhifr/"'^- ^r'-''^''
^^° ^^^ S^" J°^^ Scafe was discovered

in Bntibh Columbia and prompt action was taken by Mr. Palmer, of the Deoart-ment of Agnculture of British Columbia, to have it stamped out. was sent IhS^by the Honourable Minister of Agriculture to investigate the matter, on account of
Its importance, and found that Mr. Palmer had done his work so thoroSghlv thathere was no trace of the Scale to be found at the time of my visit. The '

nuenintercourse between British Columbian fruit growers and those of Califo .' * andOregon, and the large amount of nursery stock imported from these States have

r8!2'''^ ;," 't 5''' ''^'"^ introduced again into British Columbia. In December
1896, undoubted specimens of it were sent to me by Mr. Palmer. Early ^stsSI found through one of my correspondents, that the Scale occurred L ^1^?numbers near Chatham, Ontario. The matter was at once attended to a^d nqu riesset on foot as to the occurrence of the Scale in other parts of Ontario. DuS^hemonth of June last the Minister sent me to the Niagara district to examine oneof the large orchards which was found to be infested. SeveralTeadhirfruit Lnw
ers accompanied me to the orchard of Mr. C. Thonger arNifara P ofSo;
^e?°t;

° ^""ff^r
^«°.'"-ted to come with us.^ We exaSd Mr ThTnger's trees and held a meeting in the orchard. We found that the crnli w

spread through Mr. Thonger's orchard during the preSs season and had fncreased enormously on trees which had been found infested the yea? before Iwas deputed by the Minister to explain to the fruit growers oresent wwVi,.
nature of this insect was, and also to take their views'^rtovhltZv thoughwere the wisest measures to adopt with regard to it. The Ontario Gove nm?nhas been taking active^ steps to have this pest stamped out. An insn/lr

"

spiaym^ has been appointed, viz., Mr. W. M. Orr, of Fruitland, Ontario who haspushed the inspection of the orchards of the province energetically during the

'

J F—i/^


