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XXVII.

>Mir R<Mierick, who to meet tluMii came,

He<l(ion(Ml at night of Malcolm (ilneme,

Y»'t, not in action, won!, op fye,

Faile<} aught in hospitality.

In talk ai»(l .s(H)rt they wliiltH] away
The niorning of that Hunimer day;

But at high n<Km a courier li<.,'ht

Held secret parley with tli« knight,

Whose mcHxly a.sjiect K<M»n <leclarecl

That evil were the news lie heard.

DtH;p thought .seemed toiling in his head;

Yet was the evening b»in(iuet made
Ere iie assembled round tiie tlamt^

His r»M>ther, Dougla.s, and tiie (tia>me,

•And EUen too ; then cast around

His eyes, then fixed them (»n the ground,

As studying phnkse that might avail

Best to convey unpleasant tale.

Long with his dagger's hilt he playe«l,

Then raised his haughty hrow, and said :

—

xxviii.

'Short be my sj t»ech ;—nor time aHbrds,

Nor my plain temper, glozing words.

Kinsman and father, -if such i>Hme

Douglas vouchsafe to Ho. lerick s claim
;

Mine honoured raotli t ; — Kllen, - why,

My cousin, turn away thine eye? —
And Gneme. ii wl wn F hope to know
Full s(i<)n a noi >)e friend or foe.

When age sliali give thee thy command,
And leading in thy native lunfl,—

List all !—The King ^ vindictive pride
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