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It is not possible at this stege to forecast the
charscter and requirements of the confliet, e know the
presoent aligsnment of natlona and can in some measure
oonoeive the evoonomic and strategio factors inheront
in the present situstion, We cunnot, however,be cortsin
a8 to what other countrics may enter the confliet on one
side of the struggle or the otier,and the consequent re-
adjustment both of tusks to be met and of contributlons
to that end, Ve heve wivid in our memories the experience
of the last war,from which wo have amuch to learn both as
to heroic endsavour to be enulated and mistakes to be
avolded, It 18 c¢lear,however,that in many vital res oots
the gorditiona of the present strugele diffor very greatly
from these of the last, and that we osnnotl almply assume
that the methods and objestives of 1914 are applicable to
19, Ve must frame our policy in the light of our knowledge
of the present situation and the buat information we oan
obtain as to the probable course ol future developments,

To thia end,as 1 have already indicated,we have been and

shall of course remain in close consultation with the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom,so that the assistance Canada is to
render,if it {8 to have the greatest effectivencss,shall not

be unplanned and irres onalble,




