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and was extending to the Chinese Government mounting assistance
in weapons and supplies under the provisions of the Lend-Lease
Act. The Netherlands ﬂln. ever since the return to Japan
of an eounomic mission which had sought in wain to secure in-
portant eccnemic soncessions from these rich islands, had main-
tained a high state of preparednsss. The defences of the Mlay
p-nnh, particularly of the fortress of Singapore, had been
strengthened throughout the summer and antusm, alile in airorafs,
warships, and specially-trained troops. In the fase of this
evident jreparedness, backed by eontinuing close comsultation,
there ought to have been no misunderstanding on Japan's part
of the forces widch stood ready to challenge any further demon-
stration of cpen aggression on her part. Bqually, on the other
hand, repeated assurances were given of ths conditions upen which
& peaseful settlsment might be arrived as.

These conditions were the subject of conversations
extending over seversal weeks between the Japaness Ambassador to
the United States (Admiral Nosmura) and the Secretary of State
(Mr. Cordell Bull). It mAy now be stated that there was never
any close spproadh by the Japanese rejpressntative to the condi-
tions whiahthe United States regarded as essential to any per-
manent settlemsnt, the chiesf of which was that Japanese troops
should be withdrawn emtirely frem Chiness territory.

It may alse de noticed that in Japan, despite the
baskground of the Tojo Cabinet, there was no very cbwious
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