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@ It 1s noted that the strategio rignificance of these ships and
facilities far outweighs their financial value, In addition, many sush
fires present special dangers to life as well as %0 property, e.g., fires
in ammunition ships and magazines, :

While it may appear t0 be late in the war t0 recomuend an adiitione
al programme of fire protection, it should be pointed out Shat the number of
Faval ships in Canada snd Newfoundland harbours will bw viry nueh larger
during the entire perind of partial and final demobilisation Shan under
present war conditicns. In addition the :ovement of trecop Sransports
inerease, and the fire risk will be correspondingly sugnented, dus
diffieulty of enforoins the same striot supervision and diseipline
vails under war conditions, It is therefore considsred the MNa
that the danger of harbour and wharf fires will be even in the tulure
than 4t has been in the past, :

ter
Duping the later phases of the present war, Weut Const bdases
will be of speciul significance in refitting and supplying Hi.C. shipe)
in addition ships of the loyal Navy may refit at these ports: aceordiagly
protection against fires will be of operatiocnal significance,

It 1s therefore recomiended that seven, sixty foot stosl tugs
be construoted and squipped as fire boats for use at the following ports:

mu. HQ s.

S5te John's, Nfld,,
sﬂ". N. BO
Shelburne, K, 5,
MM@. B. CO
Prince iupert, B, C,

The total coat of this programne is estizated to be approximate-
ly 1,000,000 for whieh, pending a deeisicn of poliey ii regard thereto, no
provision is bdeing made in the Naval Service Rsticates now in the course of
preparation for the fiscal year ending 3lst Mareh, 1946.

Respectfully subnitted,
Original signed by A.L. lMacDonald.
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