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I say all this, of course, with the utmost deference,
only to let you sec the point of view I have Sakem
ciroumstance that you see possible damgerous consequences,

n in the suggestions made, will, of course, canse me to
doudly cmutious es respects such further consideratien
and discussion as the subject may receive.
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Perhupe I should point out, however, that it i{s not
8 guestion of avolding any amendment to the constititiom, as
the matter has arisen out of two proposed amendments which
tho Govermment have upos the Order Peper. 4ilso, I happen
t0 kno# that Lhe Government itself was comtemplating this
very proposal, taough I am not sure that their thought was
to dring it forward in anything like the guarded manner ia A
which ppusuggestion was put forth. Had I not spoken as and 3
when I did, the Opposition would have had to consider, ,
before this sedsion was over, whether they would oppose a
propesal of the kind when put forwaxd by the Governwment.
Opposition to the proposal would have landed us just where
w2 were last seseiom, vhen the Government, to a certais
v degree, succeeded in mekinz it sppear shat the Liberal Party
vas sesking L0 maintein & "little Canndian” and colomial
attitude through a fallure to zppreciste the growing sentiment
for nationsl recognition ané expression.

48 I viow the matter, it ie Just s part of the
Liberal positiom as tsken all aloag in the struggle for
respousible self-government. It was thought that the
granting of this right sould lead to weparation. It is the
one thing that has preserved British connection. The
semblance of an inferior status remeins, whers the sudbstance
hss disappeared; the semblance is about all the separatists
have left in the way of amsunition. In the interest of
Eritish comnection, I would hesitate to zlloe them to memu-
facture substance out of a shadow.

W. L. Mackenzie King Papers

o * £9
o Volume 52 i g

'0’

PUBLIC ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES.
CANADA




