s,

"_complate our. nasoti&ti&na with the Gtvernmant of canadn
im‘baect M ﬁw elaim ar tha Govammant of British columbu
'7'-mﬂ ta take up the uttlamunt of the rsvarsionary intereat
' of that Gavavﬁmnt ut am future times .

I trust that it is not nocaeaary t.o bring to
your attsntion the des 1ra'bilit.y of ohtaining f% 1nveat.ment
of aapitnl in i"!'jgaticn nropeuitions in the Weat.em Prov-
~ inces including the trovince of British columbia._ You are
aware of the vast areas of land in Varioua parts- of t.hat
Frovince which with irrigation would be available for fruit-
growing as well as for other agricu].(ftural PUrposes. T-emit
me to ﬁay that in the interests of tiae ﬁoople of Western
Canada and of the people of Br:ltiah Columbia it is espac—- '

(lly des irable that the rmit—growing 1ndustv~y should be :
developed. There is no quemion as to the climate or as to
the soil's adaptabnl:\ty. The only difficulty in the way of
development of these dia*ricts sulé\?bla ¥6r fruit-raieing

is the difficulty of o’btaining water Yor the land.  As these

dm 5rable fruit lands are usually situated in those port-

ionu of the Frovince wherg, thera 1e omctica]&y no rain- -
fall, i - ; |

You alsec understand that the cost of developing
 such & 1rriga tién and power scherie as& we Propoee would be
quite beyond tha Laga'bilitien of any one ordinary business... i
man. Tha Company which 1 represent proposes to build an
‘irrig tian systam which would rendnr availa‘ble for fru.it?
growing a turrit,ory consist ing of fully 10,000 acrea-uhieh
area would include Reaarvu 9 and 10,/ / The cost of such a
system would unlikely be less than $300—~900, ‘and this ex=

penditure could not be Jusfifiod in the eyes of business .

i '.imen unle 58 these lands now held as lndian Reaervea 9 and 1@*

were remiered avzsi].abla for sattlement, and unless our
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