by Letitia Tendentious

Thousands of years ago,
Egyptian Pharoahs had
great pyramids built as
tombs as eternal monu-
ments to their exalted
lives. Today, politi-
cians build sports com-
plexes and centres for
the performing arts for
much the same reason.
Only they don’t have the
grace to die first.

Last Thursday, it was
announced that the Zeid-
ler Roberts Partnershi-
p/Architectswill design
North York’s new Perfor-
ming Arts Centre. The
Centre is to be situated
on Yonge north of Shep-
pard, surroundedby those
two other cultural land-
marks: the Madison Cen-
tre and the Hollywood
Centre shopping malls.
The Performing Arts Cen-
tre is to be completed in
1992, at whichpoint Mayor
Mel Last(man) ‘‘of the
Big Time Spenders’’ will
undoubtedly be trying to
convince Margaret That-
cher to allow North York
to join the European Com-
mon Market .

The City with heart is
about to become The City
with Art.

ThePerformingArts Cen-
tre will have three per-
formance spaces. Themain

north york:

city au art¢

mayor says, ‘‘margie, can we join the
european commmon market yet¢?”’

theatre will seat over
1,500 and be used mainly
for splashy, Broadway-
style musicals (the 23rd
local revival of fase, for
instance) .

There will also be a
recital hall with 700
seats (allowing North
York’s orchestra, which
has had to play a lot of
outdoor venues because
it didn’t have a home, to
become The Symphony that
Came in From the cold).
The final space a 250-
seat theatre tobeusedby
local community and pro-
fessional groups, many
of which have trouble
findingperformance space
in downtown Toronto.

The cost of thePerform-
ing Arts Centre is esti-
mated at $43.5 million.
This is the equivalent of
the 8.7 million $5 food
packages from the North
York Harvest Food Bank.
(of course, North York
has no hungry people,
only ‘ ‘Nutritionallydis-
advantaged.’’) It could
be worse: $43.5 million
is only 1/10th of a Sky-
Dome .

Ontario Hydro bought
the space from the city,
which it will lease back
toNorthYork for 99years.
It must be comforting to

theNorth Yorkestablish-

ment toknowthat if there
are power shortages in
the future, they’11still
beabletoget their fixon
Andrew Lloyd Webber.
Ontario Hydro also has
an adjacent seven acres,

onwhichitplans todeve-
lop two million square
feet of commercial office
and retail space. This
coffjcentration of high-
rise malls and offices
shouldn’t be surprising:
North York does have the

ighest percentage of
personalized license
plates in Canada (second
only to Hollywood in the
world). And, downtown
North York does have one
advantage over downtown
Toronto: there is no lake
to block the view.

The announcement was
made at areceptionatten-
dedby localpoliticians,
corporate sponsors, the-
atre people, journalists
and Don Harron. The jour-
nalistswereeasy tospot:
napkins from free ‘‘re-
freshments’’ and hors
d’oevres piled up before
them like deficit pre-
dictions before a fi-
nance minister. The the-
atre people stood out
because the wore comfor-
table clothing, a defi-
nite fashionriskat these
functions.

The corporate sponsors
all appeared to have grey
hair. (Is it a natural
law? Union rules? Per-
haps guilt from the know-
ledge of how much bad
theatre they’re respon-
sible for weighs heavily
on them? If I wanted to be
a corporate sponsor for
the arts, would I have to
dye my hair silver? If I
didn’t would a theatre
refuse toaccept my donat -

okay, let’snotbesilly!)
Sometimes, it was diffi-
cult to tell the corpo-
rate sponsors from the
politicians, although
one simple rule seemed to
work: the politicians
tended to talk about bus-
iness, the businessmen
tended to talk about po-
Iitics.

Don Harris tried hard
not to be Charlie Farqu-
harson. A~

According to Mayq!f
Lastman, the creation of
the North York Perform-
ing Arts Centre will be
‘‘the greatest cultural
event to happen in Canada
since Karen Kain put on
ballet slippers.’’ Karen
Kain’s ballet slippers
were unavailable for
comment. Neither was Pe-
ter DoNotKnow, which was
even more incredible.

Mayor Lastman also an-
nounced that an auction
would be held to name the
facility. You canbuy the
opportunity to have your
name on millions of tic-
kets, inall the Centre’s
advertising and wherever
else the Centre is men-
tioned.

Start saving your pen-
nies now, kids: opening
bids are expected to be
around $2 million.
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