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by Sandra Bit

“Man without mysticism is a
monster.”’

This sentiment was expressed
by one of the seven guest speakers
at the World Religion Sympo-
sium, and best captured the
theme of the event.

Held in the Public Archives of
Nova Scotia on January 21, the
panel discussion, ‘“Religion in
1990s: a path to peace?”’ drew
together representatives from
seven different world religions for
a public discussion about where
religion is going, and how it can
contribute to peace in the world.

Sponsored by the Association
for Baha'i Studies at Dalhousie,
the event commemorated World
Religion Day by allowing people
of such diverse faiths as Hindu-
ism, Buddhism, Judaism, Chris-
tianity, Islam, Baha'i and
Sikhism to discuss their concerns
about the escalation of violence
in today’s world, the focus on
materialistic over spiritual values
in Western society, and the place
of religion in modern daily life.

Posters

by Darcie Reidpath

This is the second year the Biol-
ogy 1000 classes will be holding a
poster contest. In groups or
alone, students must create a pos-
ter on a chosen topic and submit it
as a lab. The topics are based on
biotechnology and cover a variety
.of newsworthy issues which,
because of lack of time, cannot be
covered in class.

This exercise will not only give
variety to the students’ work, but
will encourage them to research a
specific topic of interest and to
share this information with fel-
low students.

The posters will be marked by
lab instructors as a lab exercise,
and then each lab group will
chose the best two posters to be
judged for the actual contest. The
judges have not yet been selected,
but will likely consist of three
Dalhousie science professors, as
was done last year.

The judges will mark the pos-
ters on the basis of how well the
key idea is chosen, communica-
tion of the idea, and how well the
theme relates to biology. The pos-
ter with the best of these qualities
will receive a biology-related
textbook.

All of the posters will be hand-
made and posted in all of the
study centres in the Life Sciences

‘building. Last year the biology
staff was quite surprised by the
impressive results and looking
forward to a similar outcome this
year.

Start looking for the names of
the winners in the Biology 1000
newsletter the week before Febru-
ary study break.

After a prayer from each faith
and a musical selection, the
audience heard ten minute pres-
entations from each speaker.
While the stress was on the sim-
ilarities rather than the dispari-
ties between world religions, each
speaker had a unique perspective.

Reverend Anderson, a Luthe-
ran minister and the representa-
tive for Christianity, spoke of the
need for more pluralistic think-
ing in the Christian church and
its tendency to exclude other
faiths, such as those of North
American Indians. He struck a
common chord when he spoke of
the need for people of all faiths to
come together to resolve conflicts
while allowing each other to
coexist.

Dr. Bedavie, who represented
the Islamic faith, spoke of the
need to relate peace and justice
within one framework. We need
to see ourselves as one family in
the image of the supreme deity,
regardless of what we choose to
call it, and recognize religion not
as a source of violence, but as a
source of inspiration. Crimes
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committed “in the name of God,"
Bedavie said, are truly crimes
committed because of human
misreading of God's will.

That religion is fundamentally
open to peace and dialogue was
reiterated by Mr. Cohen, the Jud-
aism representative. Cohen spoke
of modern humanity's perception
of itself as God, because of its
capacity for invention and des-
truction. We need to change this
destructive attitude through open
discussion with other faiths, he
said.

Pandit Ravi Dogra, a Hindu
priest, and Rachel Farahbakhsh,
representing the Baha'i faith,
both spoke of the intrinsic nobil-
ity of the human spirit and the
necessity for unconditional love
towards one another to heal the
split in the global psyche caused
by violence.

Farahbakhsh went further, sug-
gesting that the root of discontent
in society is the lack of a sense of
purpose among people. This will
only change when we learn to
abolish war and depend on faith
in ourselves, and when we
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Yes, even arts students can do Bio 1000.

Rochelle
Owen

ches peace

achieve a genuine equality
between men and women, she
said.

The need to change our percep-
tions about women and minority
groups was also iterated by the
Sikh representative, Dr. Sohdi.
Sodhi stressed the importance of
serving God and cleansing our-
selves of our egos and ego chains,
as well as the danger of develop-
ing a spiritual myopia through
through religious fanaticism.

Perhaps the most moving talk
was given by Ken Friedman,
representative of the Buddhist
community. He spoke of the fear
of feeling vulnerable, tender and
exposed, and how people often
mask or repress such feelings by
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creating a seemingly secure, but
ultimately illusory shell around
themselves using material
wealth, political ideologies, and
religion. He stressed that true
peace is the absence of warfare
within the human spirit, ad that
everything in life is precious.

Most importantly, Friedman
stressed that rather than seeking
“instant” enlightenment from
religion, we should use it to
mobilize those moments in our
lives when we face fear and strife
head-on to strengthen our spritu-
ality. Throughout life, it is
important to have a sense of hum-
our, and to not take oneself too
seriously, Friedman said.

The discussion concluded with
a brief question and answer ses-
sion. While the issues were
important and worthy of discus-
sion, the format of the event pre-
vented any dialogue between
speakers, or between the audience
and the panel. What might have
been a forum for dialogue
between world faiths turned out
to be merely a series of lectures on
religious points of view.
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