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makes this difference? Surely God put no difference
betweei us and them ? If the life and love of Christ has
lifted us in point of privilege to be equal with man, theri
Ilhow much owest thou unto thy Lord ? " The Macedonian
cry Il to corne over and help us, which has been echoing
and re-echoing front shore to shore down through the ages,
reaches us to-day, and should find a ready response in the
heart of every Christ ian.

We are glad for the success that has attended our efforts,
and yet, when we consider how small a percentage of the
Methodisi women have yet been eniisted in this work, we
realize we wil have to work and pray a littie longer ere we
can dlaim the promise of heaven's windows being opened
to pour uipon us that great blessing that there shall fot be
room enough to receive it.

Whatever our Lord might have done, whatever H1e may
do, His reliance is upon His friends. "Christ, the sane
yesterday and to-day," would stili seek the losi, but H1e
would do it: on our feet; H1e would stili minister, but H1e
would do it wiîh our hands; He would stili warn, comfort,
encourage and instruci, but He would do it wîh aur lips.
If we refuse 10 performn these offices for Hitn, what right
have we ta call ourselves memibers of is body in vital
union with Him ? Moreover, Christ teaches that the needs
of men are His needs, that He is in the world hungry,
naked, sick anmd in prison.

Dr. SaLr-r says: IlNot in sang, flot in conférence, flot ai
the Sacrament, flot in prayer for personal blessing do we
corne so near to His kingl -y and loving heart as when we
reach out in desire and plan ta the ends of the earth, that
they may alsa scie Hîs salvation. Hîs promise 10 be
always with us wili anly illustrate ilself in aur experienice
when we are going by prayer anmd gifts unta ail the world

For God in man brings mari t. God thruugh faili and love and
sorrow,

And tuIl and strîfe that lift the world towards a t>rigliter rmorrow,
Andi best arc they to whom the gift ineffable il; giveni
Through tcars, through toils, through martyr rires, ta> light mnen on

to hieaven,"

Christmas In Azabu.
(Wrtrn fer the Ou-tLo(>K.)

S INCE last Septenber 1 have been eachiing a class of
young men in the Azabu Sunday School. At first

cverything seemed very strange-so différent from anything 1
hiad been used to ; but gradualiy I came ta see that human
nature is rnuch the same in japan as in Canada. 1 have
become mnuch interested in my class anmd in flie genieral
progress of the Sunday Sehool. The young men in my
cdass attend dt Boys' schoal, anmd ail know more or less
Englishi-generally iess. There are four maie teachiers, and
six of ilaur girls"I have classes ihere and teachl the singing.

Lately there has been much talk about Christmas, anmd 1
have been surprised 10 find what a place the pleasures of
this season have in the minds of japaniese Christians, 'l'ie
little unles were trained 10 sing, recite, or resid for file enter-
tainiment ta be held on Chrisîmas nigixi, and nio doubt in
miany homes il was talked about and longed for quite as
mucix a-5 by the little ones in Canada.

When the evening arrived, Miss Alexander and 1 went
to the Boys' school, in which our services have been hield
since the Azabu church was rendered useless by the earth-
qusike. The meeting apened ai about six dol:k anmd lasted
until nine. WVhen we sirrived we founid that many hsid
taken their places, and very good order reigned. A look of
cager anticipation was plainly visible on the faces of tlic
children, and on the mothers' countenances proud intereat
could be read. Our girls, whose kindness anmd courtesy ta the
fcreign teachers is unboundel, had pisiced chairs for us at
the front facing the audience, and as we came in one, of them

gve us a programme pririted in japanese characters, but
haigunder every item the interpretation written in

English.
An audience of japanese bas a strong interest for mel I

have been here long enougx ta have grown accustomed bo
their costume anmd features, but not long enougix 10 know
very much about their home-life, or 10 be able to guess the
range of their thoughts as they ssiI waiting for tbe opening

exercises. In front were rows anmd rows of small girls; and
boys, evidently aIl dressed in thecir best ; but what a con-
trast between the pretty sîlk dresses of the ri cher and the
pour, dirty cluîhing of those who came (romn the humie(r
walks of life' I could flot undersiand thvir iow, happy
chatter, but supposed il had referenice tu the Christimas-
tree which stood on the aiher sîde of ihe iîse' dusk,
decked with mysterlous bundies. Be-hInd thec childrun ssii
the older people, tlie men on ancit side and the ý women on
the other, miany of flhc latter having babies oni their hacks
or in their arms. As I iaoked ai thci r fcsI worndvred
how much of the truc mieaning of thle reocnson this day.
was understood by theni ; ta the hearis of how% mlany carnet
a thriIl of joy and tharikfuiness at the, rvnurn of the day on
whîch Christ hiad corne to earth to pay such a prico for dheir
souls. Somne of theýni, 1 knc.w, hiad Icarnedi the oid, oId
story; -1 thers hall but a fainit coniceptioni of ils maig n
perhaps tu Soule une there, this was flhc firsi revelaItion lit
Chrîstianlity.

The apenimg hyn, "Rejoice anmd bie giad, thec Recvnîr
has camie," was given out, anmd the( organiii p,1lyd a few%
mecasures, then ail juimied in slinginig. Bu'tt il wa.s so41I
apparent that somecthing was wramig.lreniyIaitd
that thec organisi hiad spp1paying, anmd was sitting witti
an expression of counitenance in whichI dismay anmd amultse
ment were miiigled. Ail the oider peupile, stopped siriging,
but the litile folks went bravveiy on la thic end of it vers,
nutwithistaniding flhc genîtle efforts of thv sueitneI o
miake hiiiself heard. Th1 I .am warc thai thec chil
dren were Singirig a hynrin o flhc lune( of « Auld L.ang ,"
w-hich the.y hadl been) îauighî qwpeiauly for this evefin1g.
Explanationis wert- m ade nd the 1-i'rsi 1IN1 was then sunfg

imd foiiuwed by praiycr. ohfcm n dicsaiwhu
tu the visitors by) ont- of th- muaie teac-hers;: ihuin ri ilonls,
singing, etc., whichi I foundl quite u1nlcin. aiîhoutghi I
eould nat undurstamd a word of thym.ii Il w.as very I11~a
to see how weil they perfu)rmed( thuir scverialiparî', ani ho4w
nicely :hcy beaed our liiîîk lots, who haqI ta bciîîe
on anmd off the piatiorili, which was raiedabut a foo't fromli
thc floor, stood in a row, miadge iheir utflie low and logethegr
recited the words af IMke Xviii. i 7. h.îIghî Iltie gIils rui Ilted
the w-holc af Romans xii. without a brcak, simd tht- ,,jigirig
was very good. 'l'lie unesl( 11cIcarn thse yrnn anid
sîmg themi ini iheir own homes, anmd instanices are knaowr in
which thecy hiave calried homec lu thcir parents, cmouigh fl
flie truth ta enabie thvIm lu grasil the sivation Il ('hiIt.
I hleard ar unle case In whxchl a womini was (outnd dyýNing Ili
wretchiedneiss and lvry yt truiling Mn ('hi is, hainig
hecard aif im ni y îhrough lier ltlie chîid. Ail îc
bhauights stirred mie very deeupiy andl mladiv la.rs risc
more thani onc. But Nooni thc givînlg (Ifpe hne
my mnoud, f'or 1 could niot hicIp sha;rinig thec juy ai tht' happy
recipients. Te pesare, gitt accardîng ta ri-guiarity
of atiendancc, and vcry- , hild revvdsmeîhing. ln
mlany cases it was1 pair ugî,or wocaden futer or uMe
in raimy weîeSomeitiuites bouh geand mrla
recevecd

As the nanies wcre caiivcd, cachl boy or girl hsistcncvd ta
the front, righît up1 on Iu the piaîfio, la rq*ceiveq theu
mysvteriuuu., parcel (romn flic prntncn' owm ons
A law bow always pr Illdte acccpt 1ing af ir -h gift, but
malny, in fihe exciteenlt oIf [lie mlomentr, mistaicuisiîed the
distance, anmd sîruck thetir forchcads againsît thel pariel.
HavLýing ruceivcIl it, tmost of themi miade. a scond l>uw,
event more, pruiuuind than t1w fIrst; but some wurc vIdenlti
so (mIl af juy that tlierg. was no raomr (or poieesin thui r
liltlu minâs, simd so thevy marchled off, hutggiîng ihoir pirizeý
anmd Iweaming on evrybody. I ssii th r imd 1.lghed-( until
the tears camle, and tho(ughi about a hundrcd wenit up ta
the piatiorni one by une, I did nult grow iired of watching
theni. Onie little girl ]n front uf mie cried for Somle reason,
anmd in a îwankling she was wrapped close in flhe arins of
one of thle young men in my clsass, whu îsilkud ta ber aimd
petted hcr mmtl she was quale coiorted, Anioiher pretty
little one had ber gela p)ressed( against hier luttle heart, simd
bugged theni as if bhey had been a duli, peeping 1in at the
open ends of the wrapper every few moementsý ta refresx
ber memnory with another sight of their lovelineas. The
aféreuaid young man persuaded hier to Iay them on the
floor, which she obediently did ; but as souri as he was


