CANADIAN COURIER

BLOOMS THAT PLEASE
A Man’s View of the Garden and its Problems.

By THOS.

OTHING is more beautiful
around our homes than a well-
kept lawn. People passing

along the street always stop to ad-
Mire a well and neatly trimmed lawn
and flower garden. In years past our
forefathers did not see the necessity
of having these luxuries for they had
all the trees and more, too, than they
could care for. They also had ail
the wild flowers in their native glory
and there was no reason to stop their
Work of clearing the land to care for
things which they grew wild all around
them in such great profusion. They
Were making the way clear for the
Cultivation of plants for man’s grosser
Wants and as soon as they had these
€y commenced growing and caring
Or the more beautiful of nature’s
Plants. It is not so very long ago
that almost every one thought that
Owers around a house denoted lux-
Ury and wealth, but this is true in
ffevy instances to-day. How cheering
It is to come home with “that tired
eeling” and spend the evening in the
Shelter of some tree, with the many
Coloured sweet smelling flowers giving
Off their fragrance to the quiet air,
this in itself is recompense for the
time and trouble spent in caring for
them,

Grow More Flowers.

Why do we not grow more flowers?
Why do we leave our back yards and
Very often our front yards in such an
Insightly condition? It is not very
Pleasant” to sit and watch bare brick
Walls or dirty grey board fences, yet

1S is what many of us do during

€ summer. There is some excuse

Uring the winter months when plant
vegetation is stopped, but when nature
dvours us it surely should be our duty
5 well as pleasure to add to the

Tghtness and beauties of our homes.

N setting out a plant border ar-
'ange all plants in as natural a man-
¢ as possible. Do not have the

Owers stuck here and there as if the
future of the city or the country de-
Pended upon the plants growing in a
°'mal outline, Informalities are con-
Jclve to the best happiness in the
e of man and this also holds true
N the case of the flowers. Allow the
IS).]an‘ts as much natural sway as pos-
dl' € and arrange them so that the
Olgerent flowers will blend into each

€r as naturally as if they grew so

their own accord. To do this it
® Necessary to understand the habits
1d nature of each plant selected
10w pleasant it must be for the
Mild Dicentra (bleeding heart) or the
gl‘etty Columbines to be playing hide-
d-seek behind the tall and stately
thunﬂo‘Wer or the long rough stem of
sme Hollyxhoclg. Though they are
. 1311 and delicate the harmoniously
soured Pansies, the bright sprightly
OX and the pale meek Alyssum do
fol; need the shelter of the large
W_lage of the Iris nor the protecting
N2 of the Golden Glow. The gor-
rOUS and varied colours of the east-
prg Opium flower (Poppy) do not
tuftwde a suitable canopy for Candy-
net or the dainty aromatic Migno-
te.  Neither do the flowers like
ta’k'e stood up in rows like scholars
Me-ltrl—llg a lesson or as sentinels on duty.
ki odical arrangements are wun-
ple Wn .in nature and if the most
muasmg’ effects are to be had flowers

St be set in clusters where they
. 1oy each other’s company. A
l.eg’”nen'_t of soldiers do not present
siVGQPmldable an array or so impres-
in .0 appearance when they are
SOliilmgle file as they do when in a
Aol Dlock. The same is true of the

Owers,

Two classes of plants present them-

H B NNI1E

selves to us for use in the border
around our yards—annuals and peren-
nials.
be grown from seed every year and
have the advantage of being easily
discarded if they do not prove up to
expectations or are placed in the
wrong position in the border. The
snow is hardly gome ere the many-
hued Crocus and the dainty Snowdrop
open their petals for the admiration
of all. How bare our gardens would
be in May if it were not for the mag-
nificent Tulips or the exquisitely
scented Narcissus. The Hyacinth too,
sheds its fragrance in the open at
this time and these bulbs should be
found in all gardens, where they can
be.so easily grown and where they
reach almost perfection. While
there are other bulbs that will give a
wealth of beauty during the summer
months we must get our largest and
best display from the seeds which
are planted in spring. Pinks com-
mence their duties of producing their
beauty about the end of June and
are closely followed by the Poppies.
The strength of any plant must not
be allowed to go to waste in pro-
ducing seed. A man can not do two
things at once and be successful with
both, neither can a flower produce
blossoms if it is allowed to develop
and ripen its seed. Play the part of
the tailor and use the scissors in tak-
ing all the flowers possible (do not
rob the plant too much) for the
decoration of the house. Of all the
poppies there is none that has such
a wealth of colours as the Shirley
but the double flowers of the opium
varieties are more favoured by some
growers. Try a few small clumps
of Candytuft at the base of such
plants as the Gladiolus and the Dah-
lias and see what a pretty effect it
has in covering the earth.” To have
all the color of the rain bow there
is no flower that will equal ' Phlox
while if some Stocks are planted near
them you will have colour and frag-
rancy. Carry the season as far into
the fall as possible. After you have
taken such pains to have flowers all
summer it would be a pity to allow
the latter portion of the season g0
bare and barren. Plant some asters
and have a vast variety: of flowers
till the frost flies.

The First Flowers.

In the country it is one of the first
signs of spring for the boy of the
family to come running in the house
with the cry, “Sap’s runnin’,” and the
boy is very proud to think that he is
the first to find it out. So it is with
the city boy or girl. They are just
as proud if they find the first flower
of the year. Naturally we shall not
expect to find this first flower amongst
the seedlings that are sown in the
spring, but in the perennials that are
always in the ground ready for the
balmy spring breezes to start vegeta-
tion. Jack Frost has not stopped his
visitations before the Anemone
throws up its flower stalks with their
purple blossoms to relieve the dull-
ness of the perennial border. Closely
following these are the pure white
flowers of the Alyssum and the many
brightly coloured bouquets of the Bar-
renworts with their pretty foliage.
Our grandmothers used to grow the
Bleeding Heart yet this old-fashioned
flower has a tender place in our
thoughts and is always found in a
perennial border. Columbines with
their lovely shades and the pretty
Irises will carry the blossoming
period to the first of July. During
the months of June and’ July the lilies

CONCLUDED ON PAGE 28.

The former are those that can .

420.000-MERCHANTS!

Who sell Steele-Briggs Good Seéds

and Canada’s Thousands of

SSEED-SOWERSY

are all linked together with

CANADA’'S GREATEST
SEED HOUSE

under one common object:'

‘r' BEST RESULTS
=STEELE-BRIGGS=SEED=CO:

LIMITED

HAMILTON

TORONTO WINNIPEG

23

SEEDS
THAT
SATISFY

Established 60 Years

Sweet Peas—We offer one of the finest collections in the world of these
beautiful flowers, nearly 100 varieties, including all the latest and best Spencer

varieties.
SPECIAL OFFER—PRICES POSTPAID
Bruce’s Suberb Mixed—1 pkt. 10c, oz. 20c, 2 oz. 85¢, 4 1b. 60c, 1 1b. $2.00.
Bruce’s Choice Mixed—1 pkt. ¢, oz. 10c, 2 oz. 15¢c, X 1b. 25¢, 1 1b, 75c.
Bruce’s Royal Nosegay Collection—1 pkt. each 10 suberb sorts,
separate colors for 25¢.
Bruce’s Spencer Novelty Collection—! pkt. each 6 new varieties,
separate colors, for 50¢.

FREE—Our handsomely illustrated 104 page Catalogue of Vegetable, Farm and Flower Seeds,
Plants, Bulbs, Poultry Supplies, Garden Implements, etc. for 1910. Send for it,

| John A. Bruce @ Co., Limited, Hamilton, Ont.

Trees, Shrubs, Vines, Roses

Right Up-To-Date. Get busy and send
for our Price Catalog. We ship' direct
from Nurseries to Planters. Thirty years
and something mew. May we have your
order while the assortment is complete,
Dependable stock at the Central Nurseries.

A.G. Hull & Son, St. Catharines, Ont.

Wholesale Direct to Planter

We save you agents’ profits and expenses. This means highest
grade stock direct to you at half price. Our Free Catalogue
proves it. Seed Potatoes, 50 varieties, blight resistant. Small
Fruits, 100 varieties. Fruit and Shade Trees, Shrubs, Bulbs,
Plants, etc. Guaranteed to live. Samples of our values.

15 pkts. Seeds for 25c postpaid, strictly tested and fresh, offered just to
show you what our seed department can do for you. 10 Choice Canna or
Dahlia Bulbs, 10 kinds for. 50c. 8 Paeonies, named, for 50c. 6 Heavy
Flowering Shrubs, $1.00. 5 Heavy Climbers, 5 kinds, $1.00. 8 Roses,
guaranteed to bloom year planting for 50c. 15 Currants and Gooseberries
for $1.00. 5 Plum, Cherry or Pear Trees, $1.60. 244 Fruit Plants, 12 kinds
for $3.25.

Riverview Nursery Co.
Box 9c¢, Woodstock, Ont.

IN ANSWERING THESE ADVERTISEMENTS PLEASE MENTION THE “CANADIAN COURIER.”



