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Trhis is te be a year of record-breaking growth of
that many-brauched, wide-sprteading vine of steel,
which is extendibig itself over Western Canada, throw-
ing out uew branches and shoots ail the time. That

network ef Railways, radiating
RagIway Building freai Winnipeg, and growing every

ln the West. year as vigorously as if it were the
product of the fertile prairie sou -

as iudeed it is - will grow this year as it has neyer
grown before. ThcC.P.R. and tbeG.T.P., as also the
Canadian Northern and Great Nortbern have a heavy
year's work of construction pianned and providcd for,
which will involve, ail told, the expeuditure of some
040,000,000, and tbe employment of many thousands
ot men. Thé close of the year will see Western Can-
ada provided with a greatiy increased total et railway
miienge, inciuding two new main lines from Winnipeg
te Edmonton, que et theru double-tracked for a con-
siderable portî5n et the way, and mannw extensîins.
The year s work will also includeVe completion of
the double-tracking et the C.P.R. from Winnipeg te
Fort William, It is te be in every way a -yeîr of
greatly increased development for Western Canada,
meaning the pouring in et new settlers, more tali, red,
bump-sbouldered elevators where the settlenients
cluster inte villages,. more trade in the tewns, a big in-
crease in the output and the business of the wiiole
country. a great advance in Western Canada's ever-
advancing grewth and presperity.

At the present rate et occupation. every acre of good
public land ini the United States wil1 have been taken
Up inî fifteen years.' And wbere wiii the newcomers te
the adjeining Repubiic then find farmas? A genera-

tien age, if a man lad made such a
James J. Hil'a forecast and gene on te speak ef

Foricast. the fertility et-the sou etf thc West-
ern States becomiug impaired by

wasteful metheds et agriculture, be would bave been
decried. But now our neigîbors are caiied upon te
listen te waruing words fromn an alarmist who says
that while the remuant et land available for agricul-
ture, in the Republic is fast decreasing, wasteful
inethods tbronghout the greater part et the Western
StLates have lessened miaterially the element et fertility
in the soul. And who, it înay be asked, is this alarin-
ist? One whose words, it must be admitted, carry
wtight. He is ne other than James J. Hill, the rail-
way president. In a recent address at St. Paul, wbich
is attracting widespread attention, le computes that
in 1950 the population et thc United States will be up-
wards et 20,000,000. Do the actual conditions efthte
country give sure promise that sudh a population will
be able te win a livelibood? Mr. Hill bas grave
doubts on the subject. Alc admits that in the past the
United States bad ne difficulty in supplying the means
et subsistence te a growing population, but he points
eut that in those times theî e was a vast area et un-
occu-Àed land. Whatever may be tbougbt ef Mr.
Hills view et tIc future, it mnust be admitted that hie
is tee practical a man te speak in such a strain, except
after serieus consideration.

WVhile it cannot be claimied that our divorce law in
Canada is se perfect as te be incapable of improve-
ment, it is imimeasurably superior te the divorce laws
in certain States across the border. The Dominion

bas net a uniformi divorce law from
South Dakota ocean te oceanl ; ini British Colum-
&nd Divorce. bia and New Brunswick divorce is

a matter of Provincial jurisdictîen,
while throughout the rest et Canada it is under the
jurisdiction ef the Senate at Ottawa, and the obtaining
ef a divorce is a costiy preceeding, and, unless there
are just grouuds, an impossible one. It is neterieus
that certain States bid for -"divorce colonies " by ex-
tending greater tacilities for divorce than other States
furnish. It is aise notorieus that there are iawyers
who will stoep very low indeed te get business. These
twe tacts are brougbt into noteworthy reiationship
with each other in a circular issued by an enterprising
firtn et la wyers in a certain State. The circular suins
up as t911.lws the adýiantages offered by that State te
those seekilig divorce :

"The shortest period of residence. viz.- six mtnth.q.
" The greatest number of grounds, vr.: seven, separate and

disinctg-ons
ýT he si ple and l,,east diffi cut groun ds ta p rove,
"No deiays atter tine for defendant ta answer haq expired,

Our courts being aiways in session ta hear testiiinony in un-
conte.ted cases

-Under the charge of extremecrueltv plaintif! mnay allege and
prove producing mental anguish and thireatening health.

-Under the practictc of aur courts. where no re -1 cottest exists'parties aire ixot subjecit t embarrass'ng c- oss-examiiatiofl5.
"In ail uncontested cases parties play, on application of

coUtisel. have hetine conduw te , in private cliainers of judge
and thereby avoid embarrassing publicity and exposure ta the
puhlic.

"Utlike the practice and rule in most states the soie testi-
n-i v of the plaintif! witliout corroborative proof s is sufficenlt
to es',ah1ish the alegations of the corrplaint ini ail uudeftnded
acti

' A -ec--e absolute i granted iminediately after proofs are
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SUmite s hattheatvrci5lgth-e samemmarry
a it nce. andis » ixot obigedtawttforanpeodtr-

Wlat mere could any Turk who wished to give tbe
slip te eue wite and get another as speedily as possible,
ask than this ? The applicaut lias only te live ini the
State six moutbs, divorces are grantcd on alnîost any

ipretext, the ceurts are accessible for private heariugs
at any titue, Uic testimony et thc applicant, unsup-

Sported by corroboratien is ail that ln requircd, and Uic
applicaut can marry again thc minute alter the decre
is signed. He can bave a new wife evýeryfewmniutbs
if le pleases, and lias Uic price te pny Uhc lnwyers and

Ituýe courts, wlîich appear te be more than 'willing teoblige the polygameusly iuclincd. Surely the moral
seuse et the majority et the people et that State will

1prevail ere long and wipe eut Uic blet upon their
States naine due te such laws, sudh courts and sucli
lawyers.!

Mr. Hili, by Uic way, ia one ef the captains et in-
dustry aud rulers et finance in the United States wbo
are Canadiaus by birth. There arc others. Just as
Americans by birth are te be fouud ilu many walks ef

lit e in this country, se are Cana-
Canadians diaus by birth te be feund lu mnany

in the States waiks et lite lu Uic United States
An article on I"Canadians. lu Uic

United States"Ilunthc Pelitical Science Quarterly
bears flatteriug testimouy te Uic sans and daugliters et
the Dominion in the Repubiic. It has been generally
asserted that there are some two million Canadians lu
the United States. The last ceusus, howevcr, showed
lhe number te be 819,264 ot the age et ten years and.
ever. The census figures aise showed 40 per cent, et
that number te be engaged in,. manutacturing, 20 pet
cent. in persoual service, 18 pet cent. lu trade and
transportation, 12 per cent. iu agriculture nnd 434 per
cent. in Uic professions. The Quarterly writer thinks
it remarkable that se many Catiadians should occupy
bigh positions in thc United States as tcnchers,. college
professera and clergymen ; n brilliant list et names la
given net only in these liues, but lu raiiway manage-
nment anud ther business pursuits. It la noted that a
great number et Candian girls et a superior class have
gene te the United States. 0f recent years, however,
the number et Canadians settling in the United States
bas dropped fronu its fermer ratio et ndvance.

A writer in oncet the Winnipeg papers bas been
lamentiug receutly that "the readîng et boeks las de-
lined." Whether that lament is justified, may be

questioued; but there can be ne question of the
justice et the complaint that is

The Radn made iu regard toe Ucflood of
of Bkoaks. trashy noveis pouring from Uic

publishers' pressles. There are
good nevels beiug published right along. But the
trashy eues outnuniber themn vastly. To raise an
eutcry against all nevels weuld be absurd. The novel,
more quickly and powertully tban nny ether kiud et
literature, transports the reader te new scenes, and
turnishes recreatien in tbe truc sense. The choice et
recreation depends largely upon circumstances best
known te the individual. Pull, monotonous and se-
dentary occupations migît cail .fer some more liveiy
recreatien than poring over the pages et a book.
Some very geod people de not care for reading at aIl.
But it would be realiy deplerable if a generatien
should grow 'up in ignoranceoethte pleasure and pro-
fit et systematic reading et standard books. No sys-
tem etf education can rigltly be cousidered compiete
wbich dees net teach beys and girls how and what te
read.

The Philosopher las been readiug the little book
enie " ~ Optimism I by Mr. Horace Fletcher, the

thoiton diet and advocatcet prolonged clewing
and Ilplysioiogic swallowiug "etf every morsel et

food. 0f food theories there seems
Diet Theorles te be ne end. Unprepared wheat

and FleaIth Fads in guaranteed, accordîng te ene
tbeorist, te increase amiability and

brighten our eutleek upon lite. Rice stewcd in pea-
uut ail, according te another, stîmulates tle reasouing
faculties. A diet et waluuts, says n third, is favorable
te. the growth et courage. Thus may every virtue
find its specîfic dietary basis, and every vice its vege-
table cure. The school et modern dieticiaus apprendh
tbe spirit tîrougli the body. The scbooi et modern
psychic healing appreacles the body tbrougl the
spirit. Te Uic latter spirit is the only real terni,
wbereas te Mr. Fletcher and ether bygienic retormers
it is tlat whidh justifies the body and its uses But is

Inet this whole matter et perfect bemtlbh, lu a way,
largely overdone ? A fair measure et geed bealtl we
must al lhave and de eur best te attain ; but miugit
not perfect lealth mnake mere existence in itselîtsse
pleasant as te destroy sîl incentt¶'e te useful effort? A
vast amount et the world's greatest work bas been

done by men who suffered frein chronic ill-health. It
would be easy to cite a lon~g list of invalideý who
achieved greatness in the field of intellect ; but let us
contider the field of action. Napoleons health was
neyer gaad ; and te what four men does the British
Empire owe more than te Clive, %who won India for it,
Wolfe, 'who won Canada, Nelson, who established the
British mastery of the sea. and Ce-ei Rbodcs,. the

' 'Empire-buiIder'ý ? All four were sickly boys ; and,
except the last - who went out te Africafor lila
healtb's sake, and benefited by. the climate,, lut 'was
never of robust }bealth - ail had 'wretched baaifi dur-
î ng their whole lives.

In New York city neot long ago an old min Çowas
pelted with snowballs by a gang of bon~, feU onthe
sidewslk, and died. 'l lie boys did ne~ ten kil
him, neediess te say; 'but dace that l ~'~vr

much, aftcr all the e ofeir
Kindom 1,elting nap? l ý ~i~It

ta the Agd. ausoldsayîngt à la 4. t to
-have somethiig . thehn

him; and it is truc that there a i soin .,ï7ë4k~i i
less it is checked and cducated, a tendemy te aueity
to animais, and te new coimpanioiis, im deêthose who,
attract attention éither by defects or by smtbiiig cisc
that strikes thein as novel, or abuormal. 1lut> when
soute one points out'gcntly tosua cild Itbêvnkind-
ness, unfairnes sad wrong of aucli treatent f t Q-
ers, the response in usually quick andi strong., The
immense Influence of auclibooks as 11 lack BMaty 1
and IlBeautîful Joe" la an illustration of thsptut
The duty of kinduess and considerstion for *bo -aged
ought te be strongly impressed upon the yeung and
made a prominent teature of moral instruction in thec
schools.

It is to be hcped that the Dominion Goverxmnti
wil deat paternaiiy'with the eskimos -«ho art wnder

its jurisdictiouý and ini whoin it la just now s'wi# i
speia itcrst Ekio stti*sabut t sprtty*'M1

la Regtd to hat"ont of tetotalsi 4,
the akiM WaetM tsc, bt mrtlspr ,O,

are ln C"ida, an~d 2,» ýfîhs
arc in Labrador, under r4êwfouan
The large ceiony cf 10,000 li Creeftel
lookeddater:by the, Dania tl
of the race are lu Alsa sud n môit'é-

Behrin1 trait. A iha l
the white man has fnot b ' othe,
Eskimos. Even thei*bite man.W
weapons lias proved no advanteg
dcveloped in the course of a48Win& a
tactica quite adequate te their needs, x9
ncedlessly destructive; the gniibasen nW
destroy tic scanty herds .f deer upou which the
partially maintained themuselves -at aU tim% n
which, now tbat their other soun sOf food su 1the
whale and "ca, are failing theui on accounit oiPgê a-
tivity cf Uic white whalers and sealers, bave uumûu
for tleminow a fargrieater imiportance tlan Cf olet

isne ltaInt te thlik that.a people who.e coloniza-
tie ofthefrozen North la as great a, ý4cory of hûmau

energy and ingcnuity as perliapsa i story can bliow,
sbeuld have trimphed ever nâture oniy te be iu
danger now of succumbing te civilizatton.

The marriages of United States ta tities on the other
side of the Atlan~tic are net thc only foriof preof
there is that there arc.k people udcr the StLri ard.
Stripes who share the fairly gencral hinnan liking for

titles and decorations. Itisa llking
Titi.., Stans net at ail conflned te thIr geiitler
and Ceeus. sex. Thi Genuan emperor ha

been notably lavishin distributing
decorations in *ei United States. nle ordror f thc
Red Eagle lias several classes, ecdh*ith 16 own midi-
vidual bauble and ribbon ; this enables hini te discri-
nijnte according te a niccly rduated scale, tram aa
prince ta a peasant, fromn a Sultan te a plain citizen of
a republic. Ail the lesser potentates ef Europe, whose
revenues are rcstricted, make a business ef disposlng
et titles, orders, stars and crasses. Occasionlly Uic
decarations represent services rendered. President
Roasevelt bas J ust trannitted te Congres. a long list
et officiais ef thc United Stgteseoverment, on w$i
crowned heads bave bestowed decorations and pre-
sents, with a recommeudaion that tbcy be allowed te
accept theni, eut of respect for thc powers graaug
thera. He bas added a supplementary list of. these te
whom Congress on fermer occasions falled te grant
the desired permission.

The notable auti-liquor movement on this continent
bas its counterpart in Europe, In Great Brita1", iii
France and ini Russia this movement la of noprece-
dcutcd proportioni. It lndune chiefly te an awakene»g

te Uic destructive effect of élcohol
Tha Var on on iqationai efficiencny. Startllng

Alcohol. figures bave been recently brouglit
forward et Uic prevaineof the

1drinking habit among the Britishi fnctory population,
even among wemen. France attributes te alceholii

iber statiouary ýopulation and'ncrease cie, elI
Russia alcohol is mafilly respensibW for th~e peasnt's
poverty, bis shiflesuesi tud hW 4cnWét!r.to wùh-
stand discase. .TI1e Mur apinet ,*k91u1l a,.from a

sense that itcas alpfùg aWiý ef amain source
of existing revenues; that it bas neverthcless been de-
clared argues the growing impetus of moral forces.
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