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The Party 'System
By Hilaire Belloc, M.P., in the "Engiish Review," London.

Tb rachilnirTY efGoverment. in -this
aunitry hias stopped working.' It bas

8@0;ClOwgd) and the wheç-ls won't go
;ïi The cause of tbis breakdown is

tii :introduction into a machine, the
sehere and construCtiOXiý Of which is
ïOW, of one sort, a number of parts and
& *ethod of action of a totally difl'erent
srt. Tbe two cannût agree and tbe
*hçeOtbing han stuck.

1 The machinerY of Government is to-

dyq defln, ly based upiýn the theory of
representation. For tlýee generatiens
tbAt theory bas been Mùre and more,
widely, spread, more and more insisted
upon in the public mi, and more and
mèore' accepted as the essential character
of tbe machine today it is universal.
$ide by ide witb the -wider and wider
sceptance of that idea, a practice in

-the'running of that machine, at first
divergent from and now completely con-
tradictory of the idea of representatin,
ba, prevailed. The two could not? co-
exist and we have come to a deadlock.

The theory of representative Govern-
ment may be easily stated: The nation
Ws.aked to choose a small body of mon
each of whom shall prejçent in a national
cnunil the opinion of 'the section of the

-nation which sent him there. The tra-
ditional and existing method of repre-
sentation in the United Kingdom is the
choice usually of one, sometimes of two,

almoBt self -evident that a State in
which this principle was forgotten
would be a State diseased, and one in
which it was not recovered would be a
Stateý doqmned to death. We are pos-
sessed of a machine every one of whose
functions is -based uen, and co-ordin-
ated by, the theory of' representative
govei'nment, but the practice of- work-
ing it 15 50 much the negation of that
theory that the machine han broken
down. To see in what way this has
liappened it will ho well to set down
here the method pn which it stili
attempted' to conduet the business of
the nation. That method is called the
]Party System, and it works thus:

Two sets of men (the number who
really count on either side is less than
a dozen) oppose each other as two such
sets might oppose each other in any
fair ai) 'd equally balan 'ced game. These
two teams f ormn the permanent nucleus
of the System. The medium in -*hich
they' work-the House of Commons-is
in a constant state of flux: but the
two teams form the staff and their ac-
tion ajonc is continuous.

It is the custom of each of these
bodies to choose some legisiative policy.
Sometimes the initiative lies with one,
sometimes with the other. On certain
occisions (the election of 1906 was one
of them) un 'lefinite policy is chosen by

affairs, con.
r, -but. ron-
d be mnade
new grade
its surf ace
rond Stone.
route,- lots
ced on the
his stretch
early date.

de.
of the in-
iobile trade,
supplied, to
mess ues§.
tdopted the
, routes are,
s & Persfe,

'Stephensircars out
the latter
in the city
the A. Me-
apid" truck
& Bartram,
overing de-
-partmental

der test to
elivery ,will
e old style

who bave a,

1 same pur-
[ bo offered
lns of dar,
having on.
t purposes,,
tted to the
two cylin.
and whicb
tomers' re-

;mail pareel
ed by Win-
e ointenig

ation asto

on 'the onie
needs.

b of events
otor Trades
during the
ion. Corn-
e race pro-
consistiig

maller clins
h, and two
ý.A speeili
also be ar-
*se. On the

f contents,
>ility, econ-

for and can
riese latter
teresting to
rho may bo
it wrnl give
ective mer-
meeting the
ifferent dis-

candidates by a majority of votes cast
withia a particular geographical area.
But whatever the method of choice, it
ha$ for its object the result just defined,
the formation of a national council
which shahl reflect the national mnd
and whose decisions (te be arrived at in
case of conflit by the deisien ef the
majority) shall be as nearly as possible
th epression of the national will.

Thstheory mayý be right or wrong.
Those who accept it, and still more
those who believe in, a representativo,
system defend it by pointing eut that,
as local isolation has disappeared and
the systems ef local self-government
which are everywhere native te man
in the Village and the' tri*be are
today impsil)v; sueli a centr4tl elected
body, low4Vi mpe.rfect. xnust be the
Supreme autloritv in the State if the
eitizent are b maintain any control of
their own (l'tiflies.

A rl.etîi' assemlly se formed
fleeds an lARUUitive and that Executive
nMust îw su11ail. for wihile rnany can de-
cide it jý iI1upossihîe in huîngn affairs
thft a ra nuxuber should actually
govern. Ti- e great Latin formula which
Taeitus~~lt the Constitution of
bi9 Ide l j':itive Community repre-
Bents a aou ndm necessary condi-
tion of h l polities. 'AIl are con-

5Ulte(l .najor~ matters, but in
minoru, .the rulers decide.' It is

'Unionlot Victory

ither side,? and the appeal becomes
largely 4ea personal one. But, as a rule,
elections arý, held. throughout the ceun-
try upon two cùontrasted policies. Every
precaution 18 taken that the electors
shall bave ne, hportunity of hearing
arguments concerning any other points
than the two Points chosen by the play-
ers. TPhe candidates for election are
concern4d for the major part of their
interest 'and speeches with the pro-
gramme laid down- by the two Firoxnt
Bçnches, and on this the couiting cf the.,
votes takes place. Sometimes the elec-
torate getà a littie out of hand (as, for
instance, in 1909, on the subjeot of
Chinese laber). and it 18 part cf the
game te study spch rare spentaneous
movements closely, but in generaJ 'an
election turns upen the issues docided
by tho chief players.

It must ho bore remarked that at
flrst the policy proposed may or may net
ho serieus. Sometimos one of the teams
helieves it possible to carry into

law a proposai upon which an appeal is
made. Somotimes one, sometimes the
other, and occasionally both, have no
intention of eàrrying their programn 0ý
into lawv; but this matter ef sincerity
is not regardod as germane te the 1,usi-
ness, which is te obtain for the ene or
the other programme te which ether
team is 'pledged' (as the phrase goes)
a majority ef seats in the House of
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ELECTIONEERING IN ENGLÂND
Mr. Donald Macmaster, the weUl konwn Canadian K. C., who ocored the notable

in Chertsey Division of Surrey~.
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