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* . The Poacd
By W. R. Gill

It had stood for years untenantpd.
No one knew when or why it' was

firt built; only among ,the most pat-

riarehal among the 'eoldest inhabitants"
madle any' pretene to recollect any-

thing about: the last occupier. And

tbe sum of their testimony came to

this, that he wa a sort of converted

poacher, w6' was allowed to live there

rent free, and made such a living as

he could by rude ruslîwork, catchîng

fihh and snaring wild-fowl. And onp
day he was found dead, and the local

papers were full of the harrowing dis-

covery whieh they delated on witli

superabundalit details. It was doubtless
owing in part to the uncanny termin-

ation of the tenancy that from that
day the hut had stood desolated.

But apart from this it must be ad-

mitted lhat as a place of residence the

Poachers Hut was almost unthinkable

and beame more so as time went on.

Years. of vaeaney had not contributed
to its veather.worthifles8: in factý that

,her's Hut.
bert, Calgary.

itary angler would bc aware of a gaunt
figure ini tattered tweeds 'watching him
with gleaming eyes ini a livid face.

If unknowing or unmindf ni the angler
spoke to it, the figure would vanish
before his eyes and a gust of deadly
cold wind-no matter lîow oto alm

the day-would whivl around hï p
Another variant had it, finit one
the time is indeterminate as hefits your
genuine legend-a casual î'isitor looked
in at the hut, and ihiere in the cornier
lay the fearsome bodly just as it wvas
discovered years and years before. The
visitor "sickened and shuddered and
fled f rom the door," and f ull of
the horror of his discovery, and con-
-vinced that it pointed, to a réecnt
tragedy, hurried to the village and told
the constoiule.

After some hésitation, at which lie
ndignantly wondered, the constable

and bis two stout fellows accompanied
him baek to the hut. But there was

no dead body there--only that cold,

A Popular Manitoba Sport.

it st<iod at ail as a sterling tribute to(
its origrinal stability. Tfle doors and1
Mindluws were broken, the roof la more1
than one place fallen through, the
leaning chimiîey only kept in its place
by the straggling branches of a willQw
that liad grown agaiust the wall.

But corfortless as it was as a dwell-
ing the -hut was undoubtely a pictur-
esque feature in the landscape. It

oveupied a sliglit emineuîe-the only

sPot it was said, wbich, wvlen the winter
floodls Yo',e and the suoxv water ruslied(
down from, the bigh land roüind about
Nvas neyer submerged. .Around it tlhe
nmardi stretchied for miles. Once wvîeil
a casuial revival of that gruesoifle story
of the last tenant had attracted atten-

tboln t the iuarshlaud but a certain
velnown paiuter had corne blicre, and
benrevived by the wird spleiid6r of

thelai Ia e.
t it 's et course a fore-roue cou"llis-
ntilha t iii a -ornpartively primitive

ne~riîoîîodlegends should grow and
lii Iv arond the lonelv but. Th'Ie

,iland simiplest forrn tiese took
Mî latitrallv associated with the Last

]* id lit. I le lîad been seeu gliastîv and
F1ýtl'I . la y Ng gli ostlv snare s or

fa-i o I ig adow v baskets. The sol-

charnel bouse atmosphere enveloped
them; and the blacksmiitli's dog that

hiad corne withi his mas3ter howled sud-

deuly and slunk away, and vas foun'd
afterwards hidden iii a corner of the

forge eowering and shiiveriîugc. And s0

the0 legend grew, and acqjuired later the
Pietlres(lue addition of red lights

gleaniing at times through the broken

windoxv, and the dark slîadow of "the

old inan" waîîdering about at nigbt-

fail Iooking' for ghiostly hirds in

spetral suares. The wliole story was

very rroperly stigmatized as al

rubil)i bv the '"quaity" wvho talked

about "iguiis fatuis" and îuîst reatlis

and referred with iîîonsideralile cm-

phasis to the strengtbi and popularity
of the li<îu<r sold at the village inn.

Blt fthc Poaeier's iut was destined
t o proX'idC 'et anot ber sensation.
sta rtlIi ng eno"i but uiot at all super-

nattîral. O)ne day thle xiiller's lîttie

six vvar old daîîtte missing.

"lie was generally described by the

neighbors as "b)eiîig that ventiresomne
there vvas no hiolding of lier." an<i by

lier n<ther as ''a iand ft i if vver tiiere
,vas one." and in spite. or iteeatse of

tbese serningly ctqnl tra rY attril>ites,

wvas a universal pet and plaything.

Hunters and Sportsmen know what it is to be disappointed
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Double Barrel Shot (ions
No. 7W Standard back action top snap gun, twist finish

barrels, patent fore-end etc., carefully finsh

ed throughot.. . . .

No. 9W 12, gauge fine Damiascus finish ebarrëls, Gremer

Cross Boit, Apson & Deeley fore-end, inter- $IiE
changeable parts. Lef t barrel choked . . $12.50

POST IREE
The largeat catalogue i Canada

listing sud illustrating guns, rifles,
revolvers and hunting supplies ex-
dlusively. ()ver 70 pages and
bound with handiorne three-colored
cover.

Gaîme Laws of Western Cnada
Book1et of GamiLawu of Mni-

toba, Saaketcbewaii lAberta,
B. C. and Oat.rlo. Mailed wîth
Our compliments to amy d.miriag
sme.
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Write toi Copy et Our New Fur Catalogue idO0
and a copy will be miailed you on request if your name is not already on

our mailig list.

Special Sumnmer Prilces
-ý To keep our expert furriers busy dpring the last inonth before the

opening of the busy season, we are offering special prices on al fuis

Uuade1-to-order, repaired or remodelled. Send postal for Pur Catalogue 0.

Fairweather & Co., Limited
Toronito 297-299 Portage Aye., WlnnlPeg

For Jhaf Beautiful Soif decan Haïr
Kozor in the waahing. A.Pr P n ua s l aught by ma..2
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S Sold in Canada only by Bdg.Nw BrUnswic.

J.Mw. TAPLEY P. Oo2165. Winuifeg. Mau

F~inest Quality Hunting K,,nife, guaranteed, with
russet leather sheath, finely shapedl carved-
handie . . .
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