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TUE WESTERN FOREST.
Hon. J. A. Calder, Minister' of

Immigration and Colonization, lias
given out the following statement,
dealing with the question of the
natural resources of the western
provinces:-.

"Numerous statements are ap-
pearing in the press of western Can-
ada to the effect that the Federal
Government lias refused to deal with
the question of the transfer of the
natural resources to the Prairie Pro-
vinces. Those responsible for these
statements must know that they do
flot represent the existing situation
as regards this probIem. Briefly
stated, the folloWing are the facts:-

"Early in the year it was decided
by Sir Robert Borden, upon the re-
quest of Premiers Norris, Martin
and Stewart, that the question of
the transfer of their resources would
be made the subject of discussion at
a general provincial conference to
lie held later in the year, which con-
ference was finally held Iast month.

"At the ronferpni-i- il U,-q lor
Governi-

nciple of
.and the

ýd along
Lo arrive
ýrms and

transfer
ývinces of
rip. Prn-

was apparent the representatives of
theprovinces could not agree, and
fina y the 'Prairie Provinces, the
Eastern Provinces, and British
Columbia submitted their views as
to the question either by formai
resolution or statement.

"'As yet the Federal Government
lias reached no decision regarding
the final settiement of the question.
The matter is stili under conisidera-
tion, and the purpose of the Govern-
ment is to endeavour to find an
equitable solution of the problemn.
Any policy which may be formu-
lated must of necessity be submit-
ted to and approved by Parliament.
The Government itself cannot decide
a question of thîs nature.

MAKING BUTTONS PRO M WOOD
The wooden button industry in

the United States lias received a
decided impetus, as a resuit of the
ac'tivities of the Government in the
prosecution of the war, according to
a bulletin just issued by the United
States Tarïff Commission. The cen-
tre of this industry is in Providence,
R.I., alth-ough some wooden buttons
are being made in other New England
cities.

Before the war the industry had
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