
THE ESCAPE OF THE " HORNEjT
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and short of provisions. They had packed up all
their things, thinking that they would soon have to
go on board the enemy as prisoners, but now, joy-
fully, they returned them to their places.

In the fine writing of the period that every per-
son who touched pen and ink seemed prone to, the
author of the journal says :

" This was truly a glorious
victory over the horrors of banishment and the
terrors of a British floating dungeon. Quick as
thought, every face was changed from the gloom of
despair to the highest smile of delight, and we be-
gan once more to breathe' the sweets of liberty.
The bitter sighs of regret were now changed."

Biddle asked and obtained a court of ii^quiry to
investigate the matter of his throwing overboard al-

most everything but the skin of his vessel, and on
the 23d of August, 1815, by order of the Secre-
tary of the Navy, court was convened on board the
Hornet, and the following opinion was pronounced

:

" The court, after mature deliberation on the testi-

mony adduced, are of opinion that no blame is im-
putable t-o Captain Biddle on account of tHe return
of the Hornet into port with the loss of her arma-
ment, stores, etc., and that the greatest applause is

due to him for his persevering gallantry and nauti-
cal skill, evinced in escaping, under the most disad-
vantageous circumstance, after a long and arduous
chase by a British line-of-battle ship."

The Comwallis fired the last gunshot of the war
of l8l2.


