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an gly-weman af.goniys 30 that of #.grest and matche,
less beauty of less. mtellqatual,acqwemnts. Al war,
men know that it is deauty, rather than ganivs, w,
all generations of men have worshipped in out sex., Epn
it be srondered o4, them, $bat so mauch of gur attentjon.
should be, direated 4o $he means, of developing and pre;.
sorving our charms® | When men speak of the, intellect,
of woman, they speak eritically, tamely, . coldly ; bus;
when they eome to,speak-of the akarms qf a baautiful.
wpman, bath, their lapguagoand their eyes kindle. with,
e glow.of an.enthupiasm, which-shows.them to be.
profoundly, if not, indeed, ridiculously in earnest.. Iz,
is a part of our natural sagacity te perceireall this,and,
we should be exemnios to ouxse;\mlf we.did not employ
every allowabla art tq .became the goddesses.of-thal
adoration,  Freach to the . contrary as you may, thema
still standa the eternat fact, that the world bas yot ls
losved no higher “ mission” to woman, than $o be
beamdiful, Takenin the hestmeanimg of thas word, it
neay be-fairly. questioned if there 5 any higher mission
for woman on earth. But,whether thero 8, or.is. sof;
there i8 10 such thing as making female beauty play a
less part than it already does, in the admiration of man
and in the ambdition of woman. With great propriety,
if it did not spoil the poetry, might we alter Mr. Pope’s
famous line on happiness, so as to make it read—

“O beauty! our being’s end and aim.”

My design in this volume is to discuss the various
Arts employed by my sex in the pursuit of this para-
mount object of woman’s life. I have aimed to make
a useful as well as an entertaining and amusing book.
The fortunes of life have given to my own experience,
or observation, nearly all the materials of which it is
composed.  So, if the volume is of less importance




