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Your Committee again callcd WILLTAM KNOX, Efquire,
vho being examined, faid, That in order to give the Committee
the falleft Information he was able upon the- Subjet of their En-’
_quiry, he fhould begin by ftating the Objets' of the At of the
3 gth of His prefent Majeity; and the Motives which induced the
then Minifters (all of whom are now dead) to adopt the feveral
Provifions it contains, which he was the better enabled to do, as
he was then One of the Under Secretaries of State'in the Ameri-
* can Department, and furnithed much of the Informanon upon

which they acted. ‘

That the Ifand ‘of Newfoundland had 'been confidered, in all
former Times, as a great Englith Ship moored near the Banks .
during the Fifhing Seafon, for the Convenience of the Englith
Fifkcrmen. The Governor was confidered as the Ship’s Captain,
- and all thofe who were concerned in- the Fithery Bufinefs, as his
Crew, and fubje® to Naval Difcipline while there, and ex-
mc& ed to return to England when the Seafon was over. The

Englith had then no Rivals in the Trade but the French, and
although the French Fithery exceeded theirs, the Englith graduallv L
increafed, and thofe who carrigd .it- on were generally fuccefsful,
The Treaty of Paris, by.adding Canada, all Nova Scoti4, and Cape .

Breton to the Britith American Dominions, deprived France -of the.

Advantage 'the had from the Employment of the Inhabitaats in the
Tithery ; but at the {ame Time a new Rival was raifed up-to the
Tnglith Traders and F ithermen in' thofe and the other Northern
. Brinth Colonies, and as the Profit .the French Inhabitants had.

made under the Efench Government by the Fithery on their Coafts
as well as on fhe Coafts of Newfoundland naturally turned the

. Attention of the Britifh Subje@s to the fame Bufinefs, many Set-

‘tlers emigrated to Newfoundland for the Purpofe., while others
fpread tncmi alves along the Shores of Nova Scotia and Cape Bre~
o, ) tl‘:.'! there appeared’ evident Danger of the ~Trade and
Tihery being loft to England, and that- mﬂ:ead of its bemtr a Bri-
' t= h I‘nL:f, as it had hitherto been, it would become a (,olomal
Fitherv. To prevent the Increafe of Inhabitants on the Iﬂand,
- the mot pofitive Infiructions were given to the Governors not to, -
nuke any Grants of the Lands, and to reduce the Number ‘of
thofe who were already fettled there. - Their Veflels, ds well as
thofz. belonging to the Colorucs, were to be denied any Pnonty of
. Right in oceupying Stations in the Bays or Harbours for curing
thcxr Fifth over the Veflels from England ; and he was inftructed
to_withhold from them whatever: might ferve to encourage ‘them

10 rumm on tha Ifland ; and as Lord North exprefied it, whategcr
t ey



