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Your Connmitte aga.n called WILLIAM KNOX, Efquire,
·vho being exar ned, faid, That in order to give the Committee
the flle Information he vas able upon ie Subje& of their En-
quiry, lie fhould begin by Inating the Objeds of the A& of the

5 tii of His prefent Majfly, and the Motives which induced the
then Miniffers (all of whom are now dead) to adopt the feveral
Provifions it contair's, which lie was the beter- enabled to do, as
he vas then One of the Under Secretaries of .State in the Ameri-
can Department, and furnifhed much of the Information upon
which they adecd.

That the Ifland 'of Newfoundland had been confidered, in all
former Times, as a great Englith Ship moored near the Banke
during the Fifhing Seafon, for the Convenience of -the, Englifh
Fifbermen. The Governor was confidered as the Ship's Captain,
ani all thofe who wereconcerned in the Fihery Bufinefs, as his
Crew, and fubje& to Naval Difcipline while there, and c-
peded- to return to England when the Seafon was over. The
Englifh had -then no Rivals ,in the Tradè but the French, and
although the French Filhery exceeded theirs, the Engliib gradually
increafed, and thofe who carrigd ,it on were generally fuccefsful.
The Treaty of Paris, by .adding Canada, aIl Nova Scotia, and Cape
Breton to the Brîtilh American Dominions, deprived France -of the.
Advantage the had from the Employment of the Inhabitants in the
Fi(héry ; but at the fame Time a new Rival was raifed up -to the
E n gith Traders and Fifhermen in thofe and the other Northera
Britith Colonies, ,ànd as the Profit the French Inhabitants had,
nade under the F:ench Government by the Filhery on their Coafts
as well -as on he Coafs of Newfoundland naturally turned the
Attention of t e Britifl Subje&s to the fame Bufinofs, many Set-
tlers emigrated to 'Newfoundland for the Purpofe, while others
fpread themf'4ves along the Shores of Nova Scotia and Cape:Bre-

there apPeared evident Danger' of 'the Trade and
Fiaey binglofto.nlad and that-,innfead of its beinig~aà Bri-

as ithad ertobeen, it would.become a Colonial
Fisher. To prevent the Increafe of Inhabitants on the Ifland,
the mo pofitive Ibafruaions were given to the Governors not ta,
miiake any Grants of the Lands, and to reduce the Number ?of
thofe who were ,lready -fettled there. Their Veffels, as well as
thof-,. belonging to the Colonies, were to be denied any Priority of
Right in ocàupying Stations in the Bays or Harbours for curing
their Fifh over the Veffels from England; and he was inffruded,
to withhold from them whatever'inight ferye to encourage them
to remain on the Ifland; and as Lord North expreffed it, whatever

they


