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TEXT-BOOKS,

Wherever there is a public school there is a de-
mand for text-books. They are all desired for the
same purpose—as aids in teaching any given subject;
for example, arithmetie.

Is there any reason, then, why the public school
arithmetic of New Brunswick shounld be different
from that of Nova Scotia, or either different from
those of the other provinces? In Nova Scotia we vse
two books on the subject, both published in Ontario.
If they be the best of their kind, why not have them
prescribed for the whole Dominion, or for as many
provinces as possible?

What we need in a text-book is fitness for the pur-
pose intended, durability and cheapness. The first
are necessary to obtain the greatest good from their
use and monetary value for the outlay. Cheapness
will, of course, be relative to excellence of pla.n and
material.

Now we know that the greater market there is for
an article the cheaper it can be sold, because larger
quantities can be manufactured at less cost than
smaller. We also know that part of the amount so
saved in manufacture can be used to make a better
article without increaging the cost or lessening the
profits. Does it not follow that if, instead of two
or three divisions of the whole Dominion using one
text-book and one or two others another, and with-
out any united action on the part of the several

councils of public instruction or teachers of those

provinces, that it would be better, in every way, for
them to unite, agree upon some text-book and say to
the publishers, ““What can you let us have that book
for, if we prescribe it in all our schools?”

It will be said that you cannot get educationists
of so vast a country as ours to so agree. This may
be true to some extent; but the objection is not so
great as it might have been years ago. Those who
now live five hundred miles apart are nearer to one
another than those who were separated by only fifty
miles thirty years since.

We have associations of teachers assembling an-
nually in which are representatives from nearly all
parts of the continent. In a few days representa-
tives from all the leading educational centres of the
Dominion will meet in Moantreal. Will any one say
that at that convention & committee could not be ap-
pointed capable of recommending a text-book on

arithmetic suitable to the wants of any secnon of |

the country?

It may be that there is mo book pubhsbed that |

meets the views of our teachers or that could be fully
approved by auy sach commxttee. It this is the case,
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