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THIE Oka Indian difficulty, whiclî seems likely ta fan tbe intense sec-
tarian antipathies of the Dominion inta the usual excited discussion, is
primamily, it sbould be remembered, a question of property. Tbe Seigniory
of the Lake of Two Moauntains, the district in whicb the Indians dlaim.
proprietary rigbts, was granted in 1718 by the King of France ta the
gentlemen of the Seminary of St. Sulpice of Montreal. Thiie title bas been
recagnised by Act of Parliament as giving absolute ownership ta the
Seminary. The Act imposes certain limitations upon tbe Seminary in the
amaunt of incarne derivable from the Seigniory, aîud also in the auditing
of its accounts by the Governor, but does not interfere in any way witb
tbe possessory right of tise ecclesiasties un the district. Counter dlaims
bave been made by the Indiana for the past hundred yeams, and opinion
after opinion bas been expressed adversely ta tbema and communicated ta
their chief s by the variaus authorities ta whomn they were addressed.
These range from, tbe decision of the Executive Council in the year 1788
ta, that of thse Pmivy Council in 1878, and are unanimaus.

CERTAiN privileges bave always been granted ta the Indians by the
Seminary. They bave been allowed ta settle upon and cultivate aIl tho land
they bave desired witbout let or bindrance. They weme permitted ta cu t
waod froely for their own use, but were forbidden ta seIl it. And the
seliing of land was expressly probibited by tbe Seminary-a stipulation of
tbe documents wbicb give the Indians their sub-titles ta their holdings. A
lot of land has now been sold by an Indian, and the question is simply tbe
validity of the sale. That it was sold ta trustees for the erection of a
Methodist Church is a secondary matter, and does nat affect the real issue.

The priar dlaima of the Seminary wbich. makes tbe sale invalid once
decided either way, it may be in order ta discusa the motives that induced
this body ta exorcise it, and the probable resuits of tbe pemmitted exorcise

of absolute power over wbole districts by any ecclesiastical corporation.
Until thon sucb considemations only cloud the real issue.

W HILE in aur opinion no word of appreciation sbouid ho witbheld
from tbe Mail for its courageous and constant propaunding of tbe problemn

presented ta Englisb-Canada by French-Canada and ber Chumcb, we cannot

agmee with that journal wben it discovers in Commercial Union a remedy

for the almast medioeval relation of tbe habitant ta bis curé ta day. The
.Mail helieves that Illike the émigré who goos ta womk in New England,

ho would make the acquaintance of the spirit of tbe age," with the resuit

that ho would soon arise in bis migbt and cast off the fetters of the Cburch

wbenevem tbey intemfemed witb bis action autside wbat inigbt appear ta, bim

ta be hem rigbtful scape. That, in the Mail's rosy dream, would ho the flmst

resuit. The second, and more important, would ho that the unwamrantablo

and anomalous autocracy exercised by tbe Cburch in State affaira would

ho undermined, and finally, that tbese unrelated organisations would suffer

their proper severance. It is not easy ta see bow the Mail justifies its

camparisan of the habitant who stays in Quebec witb the émigré wbo goes

ta New England, uniesa upon the assumption tbat Amemican influences
wauld no surge inta the French provinces, given Commercial Union, that

ho would feel tbomn ta tbe same extont as bis brother wha bas gone forth

ta make bis borne in the United States. It may ho suppased that tbe

Mail doos not intond us ta take it for grantod tbat liboralising Amorican

forces wauld at once dominate this strangbold of Roman Catbaiicism and

Conservatism ; but that a few years would necessarily olapso befome aur

enterprising neigbbour could revolutianise Quehec ; and in the meantime

that tbe habitant'a educative chances would only appraximate those of bis

unenthralled brother in New England. Even tbis mare moderato expocta-

tion is nuliified, however, by facts that we bave always witb us. It is

well known that Englisb enterpriso in a French comnîunity is as seed sown

in stony places. The stones are not the siliceous impediments that might ho

expected in the locality, but more serious obstructions industriously bmought

and heaped tagether by ciergy and Iaity alike. English and Protestant

manufacturera and merchants are not wanted there, and the fact is made sa

unprofitably patent ta them that the field is in many towns a]mast ontiroly

abandoned ta the French. If this apposition is made ta the operations of

Englisb-Canadians, from. whom the French have littie or nothing ta fear,

what thorough, systematic, and obstinate measures might we not expect ta

oppose the introduction of the American element, tbreatening everything 1
American capital is not ta be induced out of its own broad native field

without special attractions ; and we do not tbink that the special attraction

presented by a powerful and hostile theocracy, and a slftvisbly obedient

populace, is to, be relied upon. It is most true that the French-Canadian

clerical problemn must be solved by the French-Canadian bimself ; and we

cannot think that in view of the anti-clerical position and powerful

influence of Old France, many years of our modern civilization will pass

before it is solved. But we believe that the wary American will await its

solution before risking his money in the province, rather than contribute

toward it by losing ail that he would undoubtedly lose in investments

there under present conditions. The American capitalisi is flot, as a mule,

disposed to assist personaliy in missionary entemprises.

IN a mecent Mail editorial, entitled IlReformers Opposing Reform,"

the Ilreformers " found guilty of this inconsistency were Mm. Mercier and

Mm. Laurier, the Ilmeformm" being the abolition of the Legisiative Council

of Quebec and the Senate. The process by whicb the Mail decided that

botb these gentlemen have set their faces against ail tampering with these

citadeis of Conservatism is a curious illustration of the fact that in

politics few mules are expected to work bath ways, whether it turns out

that thcy do or "not. The Mail remembers the declaration against the

continued existence of the Legisiative Council and in favour of Senate

Reform, made by Mr. Mercier before he became Premier, and, in view of

bis present attitude, rather cynically observes: "lMr. Mercier bas in many

respects altered bis platform since his accession ta power; and, under

Ultramontane guidance, be appears ta have amended that portion of it

reiating ta the Upper flouse." In other words, Mr. Merciem's policy has

cbangcd withbhis position. Mr. Laurier, however, the Mail expects ta

oppose Sonate Refomm, because, in the Session of 1886, he opposed the

abolition of that ancient body. Now, if there is anything in the tbeary

by which the Mail accounts for Mr. Mercier's change of base, it ought to

lead us ta expect a corresponding transformation in Mr. Laurier's opinions.
Mm. Laurier is nominally, at least, at the head of a party with which the

policy of Senate Reform bas for some time been identified. It is quite

reasonabie ta, suppose that by the time it becomes necessary for bim ta use

bis influence for or against tbe pmoposed roform, Mr. Laurier will have

been brougbt ta, see tbe inconsistency between bis own opinion on this

point and tbat of a leader of the Liberal party-the result being bis

adoption of the latter. It is, after ahl, the people who prevail, and wbofl

once Canadians bave made up tbeir minds that tbey want an elective

Senate they will bave it, Mr. Mercier or Mr. Laurier ta the contmfrY

notwitbstanding. In the meantime it is not ga)d logic ta affirm the influ-

ence of the creators upon tbe creature in the one case and. deny it in the

othor, in a statement wbicb is purely inferential of bath.

MR. JOSEPH PULITZER, that entorprising American wba bo ugbt the
New York World wben it seemed ta be a bad bargain, and made a fortune

out of it that bas few paralleis in the financial records of newspapers, in

said ta be planning the venture of a similar journal in London, trusting to
the appreciatian of the large American element in England for tbe rewamd

of bis enterprise until such time as he may be able ta educate British tant,
ta a liking for American journalistic metbods. As the press of any cailfl

try is ta a very great extent an outgrowtb of national character, it is very

improbable that the time will be short. Mr. Pulitzer wiIl bave ta bring bis
educativo processes successfuily ta bear upon those characteristics of fier 1eVJI

jesty's subjects that are at the bottom of their present appreciation of the lei-
surely and dignified newspaper methods in vague in Eugland beforo ho c"11
induce a profitable preference for a journal conducted by any otber-a 'n'O*

sianary prospect that in weli fitted ta discourage oven a persan of Mr. PulitzerS

sanguine temporament. The resident American population of Groat J3r1»
tain miglit be canfidently counted upon ta support sucb an enterprisop hO«*

ever-Arnerican news, witb tbe exception of stock quotations and all thst

tboreto adberes, being considered altogether at a discount as an attractioll

by tbe English newspapers. At present, for any complete knowîOdg of

wbat is transpiring in bis native land the exiled Amemican must wait the

arrival of the mails. This, in view of the space and money expended ,PO"l

British news, political, social, literary, scientific and general, hy the press 0<.

bis own country, must ho somewbat martifying ta bis national amoul rP"

as well as disappointing. It is easily seen ta be due, hawover, as Mr'

Arnot Reid explains in bis somewhat casual and suporficial paper u1P0 "

tbis subject in the current Nineteenth Century, ta, the undoubtod fact that

Britisb people cannot ho expected ta take the samo interest ifl Amnericali
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