THE CANADIAN MIL TARY GAZETTE.

826

proportion. The only benefit the col-
lege wae ever expected to confer upon the
militie was the provision of thoroughly
weil trained officers to the force, and if
the institution is unable to provide such
officers for the branch of the service re-
quiring them the most, namely the per-
manent and instructional, then the col-
lege is a dismal failure and should be
If the college fails to
turn out as efficient officers as those lade

abolished at once.

whose training has been picked up during
a few months’ service in a militia corps,
the
Roya! Schools of Infantry or Artillery, it
13 & swindle on the public to keep the

and a very short course at one of

college open another month. DBut we
have yet to learn that the graduates of
ﬁi;J—g—ston are not up to the standard ; and
a3 a matter of fact the very warmest ad-
mirers of the spoils system as applied to
the militia, like our Quebec contempo-
rary for instance, have to admit that the
college turns out men well equipped for
the profession in whose interest it was es-
tatlished. What in the world, then, is
it but the most dangerous application of
political influence, that succeeds in hav-
ing these well trained men so generally
ignored like this in the appointments to

the permanent corps ?
L [ [ 4 *
Ax to the cadets wanting the carth or
ever, the militia, we are not in a positon
to say, but they are as little likely to
get one as the other so long as the poli-
ticiant retain their pull. Whatever the
ambition of the cadets may be, the mi-
litie. service certainly requires as many
of them as can possibly be induced to
take commissions. If the graduates of
Kingston get such a lion’s share of the
good things of the world outside of Can-
ada. as the Chronicle would lead us to
believe, that is no reason why the service
whicl has gone to the trouble of educat-
ing them should not avail itself of the
tecbnical training they have acquired at
1ts expense. It is no excuse for refusing
the services of these men to say that they
can (ind plenty of profitable employment
in civil life in Canada and the United
Stater or in military life in the Imperal
service.  No patriotic Canadian, we im-
agine, realizing that Canada’s welfare
muet be bound up in the destiny of the
ritistk. Empire, will begrudge the

pense of training four officers for the

eXx-

regular army annually as a small, an
together too small contribution towards
the historical force which will some day
be made the basis of the inevitable sys-
But the rate-

puyer has a very good cause to complain

ton of Iwmperial defence.

if he has to put his hand in his pocket
merely to train the cngineering stalfs of

the Canadian and American railroads. Thel

Military College is not maintained out,‘L
of the militia funds to do that, and the‘l;“
graduates would not go in for that type™

—

of work if they could get the commis-
sicns they ought to get in the permunent
miltia
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It is not very wonderful, considering the
persistent way they have been ignored,
if the graduates of the college have got
out of the way of applying for these com-
missions, but they could easily be got for
the few commissions there are, if they
were wanted. As far as the present case
in concerned, the Chronicle to the con-
trary, notwithstanding, the application of
at least ope eligible graduate, was ignor-
ed

service members in the House of Com-

It is to be hoped that some of the

mon¢. will bring this matter up at the
next session and will find out officially
exactly how these appointments came to
be made. They are fair samples of many
others, and an expression of opinion on
the subject in the House may serve to
strengthen. the hands of the Minister,who
we feel surehas been forced to make these
appointments by political pressure, for
we still have faith iu his good intentons.

L ] - . .

A word in conclusion. The implica-
tior: in the Chronicle that we have been
influenced in this exposure by personal
sgi_t(- is as false as it is ungenerous. There
war not the least cause for spite on the

part of the author of the article in ques-

Jtion towards anybody concerned, and if

either of the two gentlemen who were
the last to cnter the permanent service
by the usual back-door method, or any
of their friends, felt personally burt by
ou~ gemarks, we can ounly feel sorry for
them. It was unfortunate for them that
they chanced to be the two last of these
apr.ointces at the time the article was
That is all there is in it so
In
the militio force we are dealing with men

written.

far as they personally are concerued.

who are not afraid to have the facts put
frapkly before them, and as far as the
Militin Gazette is

speak just as frankly and as bluntly as

concerned, it will
it knows how, in exposing anything ap-
proaching to jobbery in the force or auy-
thing calculated to block the increase in
cfficiency which so many good and loyal
men are working so hard to secure. It
cortainly will not be bluffed out of speak-
the
emancipation of the service from the evils
of pulitcail favouritism, by papers which
have an immediate intercst in keeping

ing plainiy in favour of complete

every department of the Government un-
de- the thumbs of unpatriotic and selfish
political wirepullers.
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Nows of the Setvice.

Nova.—Our readers are respectfully requested to contribute
this department all items of &ilitarnye?vs affecting their ::wt:
corps, districts or friends, coming under their notice. Without
we are assisted in this way we cannnt inake this department as
complete as we would desire.  Rememifer that all the doings of
cvery corps are of general intercst theoughout the entire militia
force. You can mail alargre package of manuscript, solong asnot
enclosed in an cuveinpe, for one cent.  Atany rate forward copies
of your local papers with all references to your corps and your
comrades. ddress, .
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TORONTO.

There  was @ big  turn

rovw. -

1 out of
the Queen’s Own Rifles at thelr weekly
parads no the night of Oct 11th the
voll-call showing a parade strength of
585, Inc!udlng 20 recrults. Under the
command of Lt.-Col. Ham{lton the re-
glment marched to the old Upper Can.
ada College grounds, where company
dri)l was practised, after which they
returned to the drill shed. The dis-
trict orders state that the inspection
of the corps for the annuwl drilt wiil
take plare as follows :—Company.
Oet, 23, Nov.1 and 8: muster parade,
Nov. 15; regimental, Nov. 23. Pay
lists with service rolls and target prac-
tice returns must be forwarded to the
Deputy Adjutant-Generad’s office not
inter than Saturday, Nov. 25.

The Queen’s Own Rifles had & march
out, Oct. 18. They proceeded to Upper
Can.College grounds vnder the commanmd
of Major Delamere, and went through
company drill. The ficld state was 590
including 24 recrults, and the battalion
made a splendid turn-out. On Wed-
nesday the annual inspection will com-
mence under Lt.-Col. Otter. In the re-
primental orders it is announced that
Supt.-Sergt. A, Welsh has  been pro-
moted to be sergeant, vice A. M.Burns,
discharged, apnd Corp. W, E.Smith has
been promoted to the same rank, vice J.
E. Collins, discharged.

October 12 was the military birth-
day of Sergt.-Major Cox, of the Royal
Grenadiers. Tt is now thirty-six years
since the sergeant-major took twosix-
pences inlieu of the regulation 81 hil-
ling at Uxbridge 14 mlles from London
England. 1'or 19 years of his service
he has held the rank of sergeant-major.
e has every reason to be proud of his
military record.

The Royal Grenadiers paraded on the
night of Oct. 13th at the armoury,
under Major Mason. The regiment
marched out to the o!d Upper Canada
College grounds, where company drill
was practised. The regiment then mar-
ched back by the way of King street
to the armoury. The parade state was
436G, The company inspection of the re-
giment wiil begln on the evening of Oc-
tober 26, The muster parade wlhil be
on the 16th November. The enrolling
of recrults will cease on the 19th lnst.

Under command of Major Mason, the



