" The . 2 universal passion is that of Sight Secing
: miest fnfunt stretches out its little arms and
a{': Us note of admiration at eome passing
I‘;i‘"“, and children mest of us remain in this
* The m .fﬂr excitement and love of britliant shows,
. Nafi:lfcy of all nations kas ever been t‘f sancetion
. Ml ¥$ and festivals, civil processions and
" the *Ptamused, and their attentiondiverted from
- mﬁ‘:‘“ game which those in authority played
; own diseretion, or for their own selfish
LW, The throne has been upheld by pageantry,
" iy e d by conventionalities; and the people
Al ite ¥ain egotism have identified themsclves
¢ of gl\“‘y. and sheltered by the gilded shadow
! h::Y: submitted to eat the crumbs, award-
™ m‘b‘ll} return for their hard labor which,
Wity N ility to that throne, and encivcled it
« thyy pc“dk‘)r. Even the pluin chair of state
Yoy ci:-l's Fepublican dignity, must be taken with
: ¥he kol d‘c Pomp to please the sovereign peoplo
: ) % at their disposal.
Sy e days of ignorance and barbarism, one
: Verg W cely wonder at such things, The'masses
ey ‘:“ swayed by outward, tangible forms;
i by nn"‘? Scarcely permitted to know that they
v m‘;‘“’ank independent life, and in their
Qgeﬂy Tom thought and responsibility turned
. thej, to the splendid shows got up as food for
’ i “::"ll:mcnt. The ancient Jews, singular in
; b, Yorg cocracy, but still in the childhood of
: r%ted b fequired the terrors of the law, mani-
v eXternai signs and miracles, to quell
Uring and rebellion ; and but for sacri-
, Ylations, for the gorgeous cercmonies
g?hia,meir‘ns_ ritual of their religion, through
! Moy N Smmds were fixed on the one great
: cgen “preme. Being, their worship would
gwming’atcd into materialism, and their
"l gt Bave bowed down baforo the idels
: milnqch“ﬂian cra brought some advance in ci-
Pt still the common people were

‘ wme . Ignorance, and scarcely had the first
g \eragy of Christianity passcd away, before
: &\;Bo“" nvented new fotters for the intellect,

' Sely O%n the conscicnce to an iron sway.
: %" l::‘}l the Roman plough-sbare levelled
o Tusnlem, and razed the last stoncs
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and o spiritual throne was founded, girt round
with outward splendor, which, for ages, held the
freedom of mind, and the liberty of states in
abeyance to its selfisk policy. All the world lay
in thick darkness, save where, in a few mountain
passes and solitary valleys, a remnant of brave
and pious hearts oficred up their worship to God
in the simplicity of their early faith, and thero, as
in the Ark of the old Covenant, the pure spirit of
religion found a resting place, and was preserved,

All that could exalt the Church in the eyes of
the world, of imposing pomp and splendor, was
lavishly bestowed upon it.  Then were its feast
days held with surpassing magnificence—its pro-
cessions led by high dignitarics robed in gold and
purple, cardinals and mitred abbots, and long
trains of chaunting monks, and ever the ranks
were swelled by devotees and superstitious fol-
lowers. The Church was at the zenithof its glory,
but never has man been found so ignorant and
besotted, and at no period was Sight Secing so
universal and so eagerly sought after, as in that
age of darkness and fanaticism. ‘

We can fancy the gigantic army of crusaders,

pers floating and martial music pealing—an incon-
gruous multitude of mail-clad knights and men-
dicant friars—the flower of chivalry and humble
artisans, princes and peasants, and at each ad-
vancing step, thousands flocking to the holy
standard which was upheld by consecrated hands,
All were pressing on with stem enthusiasm to
carry fire and sword into a peaceful land, and in
God’s name to commit decds of violence at which
humanity recoila. With what shouts of applause
was that koly army followed in its course—what
welcome rung from every city-~how many eyes
gazed upon it with proud and admiring supersti-
tion! But beneath the coat of mail and monkish
cowl, what passions raged—what lust of power,
ambition, cruelty and revenge—all masked by
fair profession and burning zeal for the holy cross
oand sepulchre! And among the tens of thousands
who Jooked on and bade them God speed, how few,
hearts beat warmly with that human love, that
divine compassion, and those self-sacrificing, lowly

virtues which are symbolized by that cross and

scpulchre] In that imposing display, men were
not clevated and made wiser or better, for no
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