THE CRITIC

CITY CHIMES.

Tho Fisk Tounessecon Jubilloo Bingers gave two very enjeyably concerts
in Orpheus 11all on Monday snd Tuosday evenings. Good audionces wero
present and tho sweet mueic of theso Southern singers wae thoroughly
appreciated, nearly overy number on the prograwmo boing cncored  Miss
Gatewood, whoso voico 1 very nich and powerful, took the loading parts and
plessed her audionco greatly. The occasional drops indulged in by tho
baseo wero somewhat awusing, as the voice counded like tho rumbling of
tbunder under the platform, and rather surprised the listeners. Tho vorces
of the company blended perfectly in chorus and make very coothing music.
The Tenncssoeans were under the auspicos of the Y. M (. A, and it is to
bo hoped that a satiefactory sum of menoy has been realirod.

The Ldith Ellis Comedy Company has beer playing in tho Refurm Club
Hall, Dartmouth, during this weok to large nudiences, and their porformances
are highly appreciated. ~Next week the compapy appear . Trure, and
during the summor will continuo their tour of tho Provinces, returning to
Halifax in Soptember or October, when they will open in Orpheus  Hall
after it has boon re-furnished with opera choirs. Miss Ellis is pretty and
vivacious, and thoso who spond an evening at her outertainwonts will cor-
tainly be pleased,

Tho law students of Halifax have clubbed for the purposo of training
themeelves for professional work. A wock court has bo 1 established, juries
aro to be empanelled, criminals tried according to law and sentences pro-
nounced in accordanco with verdicts. The movo is a good ono.

Building in Halifax during the coming summer promises to be very brisk,
The corner stone for the new hall for St. Mary's T. A.snd B. Socioty has
already been laid. A 820,000 building is shortly to be orectod by the
American order of Odd Fellows, and substautial additions are to bo made to
the School for the Blind and Pine Hill College.

Last Saturday, being the anniversary of the birthday of that gracious
lady who bas for 52 years ruled over us, was as usual a public holiday.
Queen's woathor provailed, and out door sports wors indulged in by a large
number of people. A salute of 21 guns was fired from the now battory on
the citadel, and all the troops in the garrison lined the ramparts and fired a
feu-dcjoie. Several private picnic parties were off in the woods haviog a
good time, and the day generally seoms to havo enjoyableand quirtly passed.
The reign of Queen Victoria has beon one of marked prosperity and advance-
ment for ber poople, and we with all other good subjects wish that Ler life
may be prolonged for many years {o come

Harkins, with bis 5th Avenue Company, has been attractiug large audionces
at the Academy of Music during the present weok, giving two performances
of the “ Golden Giant,” and a like number of “ Jim the Peoman.” These
plays are decidedly Gonsational, but they are free from the vulgarisms whick
too often disgrace popular drama, The Cowpany is strong throughout, and
the parts are well sustained, but the characteristic rapidity of speech of
those born in the neighbouring Lopublic, makes it difficult at times to catck
the dialogue. This and to-motrow evenings the company will give the melo-
drama “The Unknown.”

—

COMMERCIAL.

In general trade rules quict at the moment, although the improvewent in
the weuther has created a fair but cautious movement Buyers throughout
all branches of trado are still actusted by that cautious spirit which has
characterized them all alc ng, and this, with the fact of an unsettled feeling
about values in some lines, induces purchasers to hold off more or less in »
general way. Reports from the country indicate that traders there are not
doing a very active busin es, and that considerable stocks of winter goods are
being carried over, so that care has to be exercised. Travellers complain
that they are making poor trips. We cannot see what else they had to
expect. They start out earlier with each succeediug year, and if they secure
large orders the country dealer must bo in 2 sense going it blind, for he cer-
tainly cunnot guage bis course so far ahead. Payments this year are not as
good for the season as they were last, and it is acknowledged that more
customers are being carried over for the necessity of the thing than for a con-
siderable time previously. However, the feeling is on the whols hopefui,
and it is believed that by judicious action tho dangerous features of tho
situstion can be nullified, while most peoplo seem satisfied that a healthy
movement is in progress, although it is of limited dimensions.

Owing to the expectation that the McKinlay tariff bill, which hes now
passed the House at Washington, would become law, tho cgg trade of
Caneda has become thoroughly demoralized ever since the commencement of
the sesson. So much so that Canadians have allowed United States dealers
for somotime past to buy up large quantities on grounds which the former
virtually monopolised before the McKinlay bill was framed, because they
knew that, after a duty of 5 cents per dozan was imposed on eggs going into
the United States, the outlet for tho large surplus which this country pro-
ducos would be virtually cut off. In anticipation of all foreign supplies
being cut off American buyers havo boeen as busy as bees storing all the oggs
that they could collect at their various centres. Advices from Boston and
Now York state that all the room availsble in the principal warehouses is
full, and that private storchouses have boen brought into requisition. The
same i3 suid to be the case in Chicago, Detroit, St. Louis, Buflulo, Cincionati
and other large centres. Ono Boston firm alone has stored in its own ware-

house 100,000 dozen Caundian ogge. Tho quostion unow is what tho result
will Lo if tho McKinlay bill goes into force. Tho valuo of egga exported
from Cannda to tho United Stites was last year 82,156,725, If this large
traflic bo entirely stopped it will meau oue of two things—a serious curtail-
ment of production, »-r a onsiderable drop in pricos hers  Tho latter is
doubtless the most probable.

Bradstreet’s report of tho week’s failures :—

Week DPrev. Weoks corresponding to
May 23, week =—-— May 2foemme Failures for the year to dato.
1890 1890 1884 1888 1847 1890 1889 1888 188;
United States. 186 "0l 140 1 107 1627 1900 1388 4401
Cannda,oooes, 8 I 14 P 17 TH T 781 87

Dy Goovs.— Nuthing striking is presoutod by this bransh of trade at
the moment aud trads is rather quiot than otherwise. The volume of tran
sactions 1s undeniably much luss than it was last youir at thicamison Yot a
fair trado 18 moving, and thoe restricti » 18 wainly dae o the tact thit deilers
who bave had {o cirry over a lige stk of hst &pting’s puichigos are
determined that tho sime sball nut hippen to thom aguin, espocislly as thay
have, a8 a rulo, considerablo fall goods uusold. Covseyuently every oue 1s
Ruardiog againstoverbuying It is, therefure, likely that the flock of traveliers
who have alroady startod out with their oarly fall samples will all havetho
samo story of non-succees to toll. This fsct cannot bo looked upon as
altogother unfavorablo. 1tis in fact rather the roverse. Dealers will not
have the oxponso of carrying a heavy stick over a ccusom, roturns will
naturally be moro prompt, and wholesale hosses will not bo put to the strain
that some of thew are nuow uudergoing of bolstering up of necessity custo-
wers who are more or loss shaky — Buyers have about all returned from the
other side, and they scem to agreo that the firm position of wocllens is
mointained on the whole and that, when the first cost of the goods and the
prosout temper of customers are considered, sverything will have.to be sold
at a very small margin of profit

InoN, Harpwane axp METALs,—Tho iron market continues to rule casy
on the whole and, in most instances, concessions are made lo effect sales,
whon the prospective order is roally worth considoriug. Pig iron rules
rather lower, and 5 accomplish the sale of anything like a round lot resort
is had to considerable shading. During the past fow weoks a fair amount of
business has boen accomplished, but chiefly in small-sizad lots and to arrivo,
a8 vory little iron is iu stock hors just now aud little or no new has actually
cowo to the market as yet. Copper is steady, while tin-platos and lead pipe
rule casier, Takonon the whole the market for the former is moderately
active, and importers seem to have considerabls orders on hand, but, gener-
ally speaking, they will not take hold of moro than is necessiry for thoir
immediate wants.  Reports from Awerican markets state that manufacturers
appear pretty busy with stocks well worked off; aud the indicitions e that
the markot in somo sections, as at Pittsburg for instance, is telling slightly
in sellors’ favor.,

Breavsrurrs.—Flour is quiet and firm with a good stowudy jobbiog busi-
ness in progress, Prices are maintained all round on the whole and there is
no chsuge to mention  Beerbohw's cabla reports :—* Wheat steady but
very dull ; corn quiet but firm as to price.” At New York the carlier
options of wheat declived halt a cent, while later options showed au
cquivalont advance. In Chicago wheat hus ruled nervous and irregu-
lar.  Tho tendemcy seems lo be upward owing to converted boars
ouying largely on the strength of unfavorable reports of the condition
of crops in Missouri and Kansas. The Cincinatti Price Current has helped
the upward movement by publishing an article which stated that winter
wheat has not improved since tho beginning of the month. At St. Louis
wheat advanced 3c. to je. There was a furthor advance of 3c. to lc. at
Toledo in the prico of wheat, but corn was dull.

Provistons.—Thoe local provision market is still without foature. There
is a fair hand -to-wouth trade doing, but vo large lotsaze moving. At Livor-
pool lard declined 3d. At Chicago prices were nominally unchanged,
thaugh the tendency throughout the entire line has boon in favor of lower
figures. It is believed that considerable sbading is being done thbere to
effect sales.

Burrer.—T'his market has continued to rule easy, sud there is an evident
willingness on the part of sellots towards concessions to buyers in order to
keep stocks down. Consequently there has been no great accumulation of
now stock, which has o far beon of fodder make chietly, thongh grass stock
has bogun to como forward in small quantities. Tnero is no dwubt that the
certainty that the recoipts of new will couetantly increase during the sum-
er months has its influence on the minds of farmers and others who have
held over last season’s mako of butter for the chance of a possible incroase
of values which has not beon realized.

CnEese.—Cheese continues about steady, but thoro is nothing particular
doing in it just now. Country advices show no change in the position, the
inclination being in favor of accepting any fair offor.

Fruir  The fruit market is fairly active on the whole with a moderatel y
good jobbing movement in progress, especially in frosh imported fruits, such
as bananus, oranges, etc. In dried fruit business is moving along quietly in
o small way, and small lots are arriving from time to time. The feeling is
firm, especially in raisins of which stocks aro light. Advices indicate also
a scarcity of Sultanas, as the new crop is raported to have sufforod consider-
able damago. Currants are firm at quotations, and we hear of several fair-
sizeld Iu(;s chunging hends at figures at which they could not probibly be
replaced.

Sugar.—Stocks are at present very light in the hauds of country mer-
chants and jobbers, and the tefivers are looking forward for a good business.
Prices aro very firm, but buyers show no special anxiely to stock-up
hurriedly. .

. Mouasses.—There has heon no movemont of importance in molasses. A
brivato vable from Barbadoes quotes the market there strong and active, snd



